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Elinor BHI#;

I am Elinor, the oldest of three sisters. Our mother is Mrs.
Dashwood, and our father, Henry Dashwood, died sud-
denly in middle age. I must be strong and take good care
of my mother and sisters. I cannot let my own emotions
control me, for if I do, I will just be adding to my family’s
difficulties.
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Marianne a2k

Oh, when will I meet my true love? I am looking for a
handsome, young gentleman who will sweep me off my
feet. It doesn’t matter if he is fabulously rich or not. I

don’t understand my older sister Elinor. It’s obvious

that she is in love with Edward Ferrars, but she does
not show it. Oh, if I were in love, I would show him how much I loved
him!
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Edward Ferrars Zfte - $iehiibh

I am not a very ambitious man. My family wants me to

be a successful man in society, but I just want a simple,

private life. Even if I have to give everything up to
marry the woman I love, I would pursue a quiet life.
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Willoughby J#i#&tt

I am a charming, young, and handsome gentleman.
Maybe I am a bit of a playboy. But I don’t have a lot of

money. So when I marry, it must be to a woman who

is rich and who can support me.

RRE—AMER SR T LB A R A, SRR AR (HRRBA 2%
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Colonel Brandon #i>2% F#%

I am a quiet man, but I am not timid or shy. I think I
have fallen in love with Marianne. However, she
recently is in love with Willoughby. I know he is such
a scoundrel, but I won’t say anything about him for the

time being because I do not want her to be hurt by anyone.
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" CHAPTER 1
‘ F1E

The Dashwoods

DM 5

The Dashwoods lived in the Southern English
town of Sussex for many generations. They owned a
large country house named Norland Park. The head of
the family was old Mr. Dashwood, an elderly unmarried
gentleman. During the last years of Mr. Dashwood’s
life, he invited his nephew, Henry Dashwood, and his
family to move into Norland Park.

Henry Dashwood had one son, John, by his first wife
and three daughters by his present wife. John was a
young man who had received a large inheritance from
his mother. The Norland fortune was not as important
to John as it was to his sisters who had little money of

their own.

KEY WORDS

[1generation n. — ( A) [0 nephew n. &F
Cown v. % O present adj. IR
Cname v. BU#, Mg O receive v. YZ|
Oelderly adj. ET7ELH, [linheritance n. &/~
FL5RN (1fortune n. KB

CJunmarried adj. FIEHY



When old Mr. Dashwood died, Henry learned that his
uncle had not left the fortune to him, but rather for
him to use during his lifetime. When Henry died, the
inheritance would pass to his son John and then to
John’s son. This was because old Mr. Dashwood had

been especially fond of John’s son. But out of kindness,

the old man left Henry’s daughters 1,000 pounds each.

KEY WORDS

O lifetime n. B4 % [1be fond of =&



Henry wanted the fortune for his wife and daugh-
ters. But if he invested his money carefully, he would
have enough to provide for them. Unfortunately,
Henry suddenly died, unable to complete his plan. At
this time, all that was left for his wife and daughters
was 10,000 pounds.

Shortly before his death, Henry begged his son John
John did

not have strong feelings for them, but he promised he

to take care of his stepmother and sisters.
would make them comfortable. He was not a bad
man, but he was selfish and cold-hearted. His wife
Fanny was even more selfish and cold-hearted than
him.

As soon as Henry was buried, Fanny came to
Norland Park uninvited. She rudely informed Mrs.
Dashwood and her daughters that Norland Park was

now hers and that they were her guests.

KEY WORDS

Oinvest v. &

1 provide for

[J unfortunately adv. FZf=2
[1complete v. FEAL

[ at this time XA

[ stepmother n. 4E

[ comfortable adj. &Fi&EHY

[ selfish adj. BFARY

[ cold-hearted adj. AETIEH
Obury v. 8%

[ uninvited adj. RHHEIFHY
Clrudely adv. FTilLith

Oinform v. B4



The recently widowed Mrs. Dashwood was terribly
offended. She would have left the estate immediately
if her eldest daughter had not begged her to reconsider.

Elinor was the eldest daughter. She possessed great
intelligence and common sense. She was only nine-
teen, but she frequently advised her mother on impor-

tant matters.

KEY WORDS

O widow v. {EpER [1possess v. #fiF, AE
O offend v. ##, B3L Ointelligence n. &B&
Cestate n. #7= (XEfEERE) [ commonsense Fir
limmediately adv. B[ 1 frequently adv. &b

[Ireconsider v. EI¥%E I matter n. =g, [@&A



Elinor had an excellent sense of self-control,
which her mother and her younger sister
Marianne lacked.

Like Elinor, Marianne was generous,

clever, and sensitive. But she had very

strong emotions, which she was unable to hide.
She was much like her mother.
The youngest sister Margaret was a sweet thirteen-
year-old who shared Marianne’s emotional sensibility
but none of her intelligence.

One day, John Dashwood reminded _ &

his wife of the promise he had made «
to his dying father and said he :
wanted to give each of his sisters

1,000 pounds. However, Fanny 4

disapproved of this gift.

KEY WORDS

0 self-control n. BFKIEH! [ share v. £tEEH
Olack v. #Z 1 sensibility n. Bt
[1generous adj. MEE, A77E O remind..of 128, {Eii
[ sensitive adj. SBUXA [1 disapprove of Xt
[1emotion n. 1§, 5% Ogift n. BF, 4F

Ol hide v. ok, &l
(hide-hid-hidden)



“You’ll be taking 3,000 pounds out of our son’s
future inheritance,” she said. “And you’re only
related to them by half blood. They are hardly even
your sisters.”

“I must do something for them when they leave
Norland for a new home. Perhaps I should give them
500 pounds each,” replied John.

“That’s too much,” argued Fanny. “You're very
generous, but I think they’ll be able to live very com-
fortably on the 10,000 pounds your father left them.”

“That’s true,” replied John. “Why don’t I just give

my stepmother 100 pounds every year?”

KEY WORDS

Cberelatedto 5--FHX Clargue v. %3, FREE
O hardly adv. JLEFR
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“Yes, but I don’t think your father meant for you to
give them any money at all,” replied Fanny. “I think
he wanted you to find them a small, comfortable
house to live in, to help them move, and perhaps to
send them an occasional basket of fish or meat. They
don’t need a carriage or horses, and only one or two
servants. It would be foolish to give them any more.”

“I think you’re absolutely right,” said John. “Now I
understand what my father meant.”

He decided to offer the assistance his wife suggested.

Meanwhile, Henry’s widow, Mrs. Dashwood,
wanted to leave Norland as soon as possible. Mrs.
Dashwood had come to strongly dislike her daughter-
in-law. The only reason she stayed at Norland was
because her eldest daughter Elinor had formed a
strong relationship with Fanny’s brother, Edward

Ferrars.

KEY WORDS

COmean v. B8, 7TE [] assistance n. &8
(mean-meant-meant) [Jsuggest v. i

[J occasional adj. 1B/RHEY [ meanwhile adv. 5t E R

[J carriage n. % [Jcometo &H

[Iservant n. {pA [ dislike v. K&

[Ifoolish adj. BEH (] form v. FRL

[J absolutely adv. Z&xfith [ relationship n. BIEER

O offer v. 12fit



