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& UNIT ONE

Although the sun shines, leave not your cloak at home.
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1) Early childhood education in the early 1970s, neither nursery schools (for 2-to
4-year-olds) nor kindergartens (for 4- and 5-year-olds) had become a universal fea-
ture of public education in the United States. Educators, however— convinced that
many of the child’s basic potentialities are determined by his experiences even before
he enters first grade— are urging that top priority be given to early childhood education ,
beginning no later than age 2 or 3.

2) Elementary schools. Four basic subject areas are included in virtually all ele-
mentary schools in the United States. language arts (reading, writing. spelling, and
related language skills) , mathematics, science, and social science (usually history ,
geography , and relevant material from the social and behavioral sciences). In the
fourth, fifth, and sixth grades, subject matter generally assumes a more distinct form
and in some schools becomes quite sharply delineated .

Although some progressive “open” schools appeared in the late 1960s and early
1970s, most elementary schools are still relatively traditional— particularly in the mid-
dle and upper years. Most of the time, the child is expected to remain seated and qui-
et, and he must adjust himself to a teacher’s plans that sometimes are uniform for the
entire class. The learner is not appraised on the basis of total personality growth but is
graded on the basis of his mastery of content. The teacher remains the figure of author-
ity who frequently teaches “subjects,” rather than serving as an unobtrusive guide of
human development .

3) Secondary schools. In most high schools the basic courses that are offered are
English, science, mathematics, foreign languages, and history. Large, comprehen-
sive high schools may offer more than 100 courses’, including art, music, vocational,
business, and technical subjects. The experiments with alternative methods of draw-
ing together isolated subjects, which began in the 1950s and continued into the 1980s ,
have brought about striking changes in some high schools. The traditional academic
and vocational programs offered by a plurality , if not a majority , of schools, however ,
have changed but little. There are still classes that meet at prescribed times, and set
time intervals govern their length. Compartmentalized subjects remain the rule, and
graduation requirements generally are based on a specified number of units of content .

4) Colleges and universities. Although it is true that since the middle 1960s the
stringent admissions policies of some colleges and universities have been somewhat
modified to allow for students who cannot qualify on a strictly academic basis, most
maintain their traditional emphasis on “excellence.” Despite numerous limited innova-
tions , higher education in the 1980s is not radically different from what it was about 30
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years before. There are refinements rather than fundamental changes on the typical
campus. Pressures from students and the increasing open-mindedness of teachers at all
levels from early childhood to the doctoral level suggest, however, the likelihood of
massive change within the next decade or two.

5) Private schools. Most private schools fall into three broad categories: paro-
chial schools operated by religious groups ; private schools (such as Choate Rosemary
Hall and the Francis W. Parker School) supported by patrons; and private colleges
and universities .

A 1971 Supreme Court decision, which held unconstitutional direct state aid to
nonpublic elementary and secondary schools, aggravated the problems of the public
school system , which had to absorb millions of new students. However, the annual
rate of Roman Catholic school shutdowns stabilized by the early 1980s. In 1984 Con-
gress rejected a plan to give tuition tax credits to the parents of children in private
schools.

2. Main Aspects of Reading

Like many human abilities, reading is a learned skill. It must be taught. Young
children learn to read a very few years after learning to speak. In doing so, they are
made to see a connection between the words they have learned to say and the ones
they see on a printed page. The words that appear on a page are printed symbols.
The mind interprets those symbols as words it already knows in a rapid recognition
process based on the individual's past experiences. Printed language thus stimulates
the recall of ideas that are already in the mind of the reader. If reading did not do this,
then what is visible on the page would be nonsense, like reading something in a foreign
language . Some previous understanding on the part of the reader is necessary before
beginning to read. New readings combine with past experience to create new meanings
and ideas.

3. Ways of reading

The speed of reading is more subject to control. Slow readers can be trained to
read faster. Some kinds of reading matter can be skimmed quickly. Books that contain
a lot of information or are more technical in nature must be absorbed at a slower pace.

Skimming , or scanning, is a method of partial reading to get specific information
without going through a whole text line by line. Slow, analytical reading is necessary
for absorbing details. Following printed directions is required in many activities— using
a recipe to bake a cake; learning how to play a game; studying a highway map or
street guide ; assembling bicycles, model airplanes, or furniture; attaching a video-
cassette recorder to a television set; or operating a computer. Some reading calls for
critical evaluation of what is read. In newspapers and magazines one often encounters
conflicting views or finds opinions that differ from one's own way of thinking .

4. Reading to Learn

When a child begins school , learning to read is a primary goal. Once a person
has learned to read, the objective changes. Reading becomes a means to attaining
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other goals. Because individual interests and tastes vary so much, no single goal can
be prescribed for everyone. Some individuals read only for entertainment . Others read
to keep up on current events through newspapers and magazines. Men and women in
some professions read only what pertains to their work .

At best the purpose of reading coincides with the purpose of good schooling. It
prepares people for the society in which they live and function . More than that , it intro-
duces them to the civilization of which they are a part. In a sense, reading has the
same goal as the highest achievements of human thought— to seek answers to the most
fundamental questions about the nature of the world, about human society , and about
life's purposes. Reading with such questions exercises and stretches the mind and
helps it to grow in ways that narrowly focused reading cannot do .

Many students are introduced to a broad range of books and magazines when they
are in school . They often conclude , mistakenly , that to be well read means to read as
many books as possible. In fact, to be well read means to read well and selectively
among the works that are most challenging. Most detective stories, once read, can be
put aside forever— all the clues have been sorted out, the criminal has been apprehen-
ded, and all the questions have been answered. Challenging books, by contrast, do
not pretend to answer all questions. They pose problems and call upon the reader to
provide answers. They are books that one can go back to time and again and reread
with pleasure .

Schools , colleges and universities in Great Britain and the United States commonly
use letter grades to indicate the quality of a student’s academic performance: A (ex-
cellent) , B(good), C(average), D(below average), and F(failing). In the United
States, work rated C or above is usually required of an undergraduate student to con-
tinue his / her studies; work rated B or higher is usually required of a graduate student
to continue. In percentage scales, 100 percent is the highest mark, and 70 percent
(or 65 percent) is usualiy the lowest passing mark .

American high school, college, and university graduates often march down the
aisles of auditoriums to the music of Sir Edward Elgar's. Elgar actually wrote five
‘ Pomp and Circumstance’ marches, and it is the middle section of the first, set to the
words ‘ Land of Hope and Glory’, that has become so popular.

At a high school graduation ceremony in the United States, the students, dressed
in “caps and gowns”, parade into the auditorium while music is played. The color of
the tassel (%8, ) on top of the cap matches the school color. Before officially gradu-
ating, the tassel is on the right side of the cap. After speeches from the principal ,
honored guests, visiting alumni, and so on, the name of each student is read loud.
That student comes to the stage, gets his or her diploma and the tassel is moved to
the left side to symbolize that the student is now a graduate.
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The father of modern camping was Thomas Hiram Holding, who camped as a
young boy in North America as early as 18563. Later, he went on canoe and bicycle
camping trips in Great Britain and Ireland. In August 1901, he created the Association
of Cycle Campers in Berkshire England. This organization and others combined to be-
come the Camping Club of Great Britain and Ireland in 1907 , an organization still active
today .

Modern resident camps also began in the 19th century . In spring of 1861, Freder-
ick William Gunn established the first resident camp for students in his Gunnery School
for Boys in Washington, D.C. Today a wide variety of resident camps are sponsored
by religious groups, sports teams, and others.

The FICC was founded in 1932 to help organize the vast number of camping organ-
izations and to regulate campsites in many different countries. Camping clubs from Eu-
rope, the United States, Mexico, Canada, South America , Africa, the Middle East,
and the Far East are now members of the FICC. By the middle 1950s the availability of
reliable motor vehicles and good roads led to an explosion in family and individual
camping.

Only a few individuals or families are able to travel to isolated wilderness areas far
from major cities or towns. The great majority of people travel to established camp-
sites, where they join dozens, hundreds, or even thousands of other campers.

These sites often have facilities to make camping more convenient. Some camp-
grounds have outdoor electrical outlets, hot showers, restrooms with flush toilets,
outdoor playgrounds, restaurants, even grocery stores and coin-operated laundry e-
quipment.

In Europe many campsites are owned and operated by camping clubs that are
members of the FICC. To pitch a tent in one, the camper must have an International
Camping Carnet, a small card with a photo of the camping individual or family .

National parks and forests , state parks, and numerous private campgrounds are
available for campers in the United States and Canada. During the summer these
campsites are often filled to capacity , as are similar sites in Europe. It is often neces-
sary to make reservations well in advance during the summer or to arrive at a campsite
early in the morning if reservations are not possible .

Some people camp simply as an economical way to spend the night when traveling
by automobile. There are, however, scores of other reasons to camp. Camping can
be combined with other outdoor activities such as sightseeing, fishing, photography ,
bird-watching , hiking, or boating .

The number of specific types of camping adventures that can be planned are al-
most limitless. Most, however, fall into a handful of general categories.
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Text A Secrets of A Students

(—) Wt F1#B4> (Pre-reading Activities)

2. SEH R

Getting good grades in college does not depend only on how smart you are or e-
ven on how hard you work. In fact, the biggest key to success in college is learning
how to study effectively. The following secrets of “A” students will tell you what it
takes to get the best grades you can.

First of all, concentrate! Treat studying like a serious business, not something
you can do while eating or watching TV at the same time.

Secondly, study anywhere — or everywhere . If your schedule is full, study
while you are doing other things such as exercising or brushing your teeth.

Third, organize your materials. If everything you need is kept in one place, you
can work more efficiently. 4

Fourth, organize your time. Start working on assignments well in advance so
that you can avoid last-minute pressure.

Fifth, learn how to read selectively. Pay careful attention to passages that are
relevant to what you are learning and skip over those that aren’t.

Sixth, take good notes. Write down the professor’s ideas and your own and also
summarize the main points of each lecture.

Seventh, ask questions. This will make clear what points you understand well
and in what areas you need more work.

Finally, study together. Working in a group with other students allows you to
try different approaches and get support from your partners.

There are the secrets of “A” students. When you apply them to your own work,
you’ll be on the way to becoming an “A” student too.
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