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Hardly any generation could pass on by left unmarked by hands of
times. Artists, as a group of people acute in perception, are most prone
to dwell on and criticize the times they live through. These days, | am
trying to figure out, what's the real worth of the 1970s, to us people
born in that times, growing up in ‘80s, learning in ‘90s, and striving for
our dreams in this new era; how can we be identified among genera-
tions of the '60s and ‘80s?

Undeniably, those born-in-'60s artists, through years of unremitting
pursuit and exploration for art, have been the mainstay in this field,
most of whom have highly developed his or her own distinctive form
and style. What their artworks boast are the rich cultural background
and reminiscence of their times. It is this generation that heralds the
new era of contemporary Chinese art. Their history of exploration is
written with a novel vocabulary that epitomizes their brilliant achieve-
ments in art and life, such as ‘85 New Wave Art Movement, New Gen-
eration Arts, Political Pop Art, and New Ink Art. The works of this gen-
eration imply more about the sense of responsibility for the times, as
well as the recognition of social values and conventions.

By contrast, the new-arising artists of the ‘80s generation share with
their peers such characteristics as fearless and daring. They know
little about hardship; still care about no such things as unbreakable
creeds or conventional taboos, and talking to them about the ultimate
end of life may be returned with a blank stare. To them, art is no differ-
ent from other ways of passing time. If funny, go on doing it; if not, then
leave it. By using the modern media for art, call them behavior, image,
or installation, they focus their artworks more on today’s extensive
urban consumption culture, for what they seek most from art are sen-
suality and ecstasy.

On the contrary, artists like us, who were born in the 1970s, are such
a group of people: though our childhood mourned the passing-away
of Chairman Mao, and witnessed the end of “Cultural Revolution”, yet
these historical events leave nothing but fragmented pieces on our
mind. We are told, from the first day of school, to carry out the mission

required in the transitional period of a new century; also we are steered

Born in the 1970s

Prologue to “07 <70 Art Classics”

Text / Ma Lin

and expected by teachers and parents to “study harder, and step
further”. The tune of “I pick up one cent on the road”, ready to slip out
of my mind at any time; nothing more attractive than to furrow through
a picture or comic book; Lei Feng and Zhang Haidi, examples always
cited for us to learn from. Once as a college student, we too went
crazy for pop stars. Holding on tight to our dreams and hopes, we
embrace innovations and accomplish schooling encouraged by names
of the glorious. It is a time when we were easily taken by propaganda,
a time for us to love or hate so firmly, impulsively, and, innocently.
But now we are entering our thirties. As instructed by ancient Chinese,
"A man should be independent at the age of thirty.” Most of us, in a
common situation where mix existential stress, market enticements,
yearning for artistic ideals and clashes of diverse thoughts, are striv-
ing to live up to the expectation of society, family and times. Facing
those life complications, somehow we feel stumbled and grievous about
destiny, for all the traditional education we received, dream seeds we
planted, art we are devoted to, and life we are earnestly living.
Deservedly speaking, it's the attitude towards life that distinguishes we
‘70s from the rest of artists. If the ‘60s generation have realized their
dreams, and the 80s care not that much about lofty ideals, then we
artists born in the ‘70s should be considered as a group of people trying
to strike a balance between reality and ideal, but never to give up our
dreams, never to bowed by what is destined for us, and never to stay
stagnant. Instead, we are searching for a way to express our true selves,
preparing for the dawn of a new era that will be truly called our own.
Hence comes the “07 = 70 Art Classics”, an expected platform where
the unique born-in-'70s artists are able to speak out their artistic
attitudes. The 12 nominated artists, breaking up the definition of art
forms and styles, make visible their ideal artistic experiences and
feelings. | am deeply ensured that, these pieces of works are due to
grab attention and stir up discussion. | also extend my hope that, with
visitors’ reviews and analysis, these artists will bear out their works in

a form more mature and powerful, thus to achieve self-transcendence

through rationality and inner strength.
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Li Xin,born in Hulun Buir,Inner Mongolia in 1971, graduated in oil painting from Fine Arts
Department of Inner Mongolia Normal University in 1996. He currently teaches at Fine Arts
Department of Hulunbeier College, and is member of Chinese Artists Association.
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Major Exhibitions and Awards:

1999: Participated in 1999 the Ninth National Art Exhibition, First Prize of Art Exhibition by the Inner Mongolia Autono-
mous Region in Celebrating the 50th Anniversary of the Founding of the PRC // 2001: Award of Excellence in the
National Art Exhibition in Commemorating the 60th Anniversary of the Pronouncement of “Talks at the Yenan Forum
on Literature and Art” by Comrade Mao Zedong / / 2002:Participated in the Third China Oil Painting Exhibition / /
2004: Participated in the 10th National Art Exhibition / / 2005: Participated in the Second Session of Chinese Land-
scape Painting and Oil Painting Exhibition / / 2006: Participated in Spirit and Dignity-Chinese Contemporary Realistic
Oil Painting Research Exhibition // 2007: Participated in Super Impression “Young Generation” Oil Painting Exhibition.
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