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Abstract

The Folk Housing of the Korean Chinese in China
Kim, June Bong

The need for the study of folk housing of the Korean Chinese _

Folk housing is the type of housing that represents the dwelling culture of a certain society
in which most of the people in that certain society lives in, apart from the more expensive a-
bodes of the elite of the society. The dwelling architecture of a society is the most essential part
of architecture of the era. And the most essential element of such dwelling places is the type of
their floor plans. As the folk housing of an era reflects the politics, culture, and the moods of
the people of the era, it has always been an object of study in the history of architecture which
looks into the development patterns of dwelling culture. Likewise, as folk housing is one of the
representative products of culture, it is receiving the attention in fields such as geography, folk-
lore and anthropology. Although the study of folk housing is presently being actively carried out
in fields such as ethology and anthropology, it is not so when it comes to architectural study.
One way of studying the change of dwelling architecture of Koreans through the duration and
transfiguration of dwelling culture within the corresponding relationship of life styles and dwelling
spaces is by studying the dwelling architecture built by the Korean people living outside of the
Korean peninsula in another culture. This is because these dwelling places go through the pro-
cess of fusing and twisting with elements of foreign culture while keeping some elements of tradi-
tional Korean dwelling culture, making the features of the changes in dwelling architecture more
distinctive. Of the Korean people that live abroad, such characteristics appear most distinctively
in the houses of the Korean Chinese. There are an estimated 7 million ethnic Koreans living
abroad and the country with the largest number of them is China, which has 2 million ethnic Ko-
reans. There is a need to revaluate the present situation of Korea’s housings, starting cross —
cultural studying how the Korean dwelling culture endures and changes, focusing mostly on the
north eastern part of China where most of the ethnic Koreans live.



315 RAAN &S 8 SRR E AL 9

Who are the Korean Chinese?

The first immigrations of Koreans into China in modem times were in the mid 19 century.
At first they came because of famine and in the 20 century they came to flee the Japanese ex-
ploitation of the countryside and to carry out independence movements. In the late 1930’s they
came because of Japan's enforced deportation policies that were part of Japan's Manchuria Recla-
mation policies. After independence was restored, many of them (at the time about 40% of the
1.7 million, which is around 700 thousand) went back to their native country, but the remain-
der left and settled there, forming Korean Chinese communities, mostly in the north east of Chi-
na. Research based on interviews show that most ethnic Koreans in China who are the first gen-
eration that had experienced immigration were over 80 years old and therefore few in number,
and the rest were of the second and third generation of ethnic Korean Chinese.

Changes of Korean Chinese folk housing

According to the research based on interviews concerning the history of the Korean Chinese
immigration to China, the first people to immigrate to China usually brought their housing types
and life styles that had been formed at their native country. Therefore it would be easy to make
a hasty conclusion that the immigrants’ dwellings had comparatively few changes and kept the
archetype of traditional Korean folk housing. However, this was not so.

If we consider the housing types of Hamgyoung — bukdo, the northern province of Korea
facing to Chinese border, as the archetype of traditional housing for the early immigrants in the
beginning who came by individual families, the dwellings of the Koreans changed with the mass
deportations during the Japanese colonial invasion and the immigrations during the communist
upheavals that preceded the liberation from Japanese rule. Moreover, the farther the Koreans
reached deep into China, the more distinctive the fusion with the Chinese living style become.
And the Korean immigrants certainly received influence from all parts of the Korean peninsula.

The present day Korean Chinese Folk housing has gone through changes and development
with the contact of foreign environment. The process of such changes can be put into 4 aspects.

First of all is the relationship between the history of the settlement of Korean community
and its housing types. The history of the settlement of the community goes in line with the immi-
gration and the development of each region and this involves not only with the pivot of time, but
with the difference between regions. '

Second, there is the aspect of changes that have come from the contact with other living
styles such as those of the Chinese, the Manjulian, and the Mongolian. Examining what parts



