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Abstract

Aesthetic Linguistics ; The Beautiful : Language and Speech, By Qian Guanlian.
Beijing: Higher Education Press, 2004. 305 pp.

Aesthetic linguistics is a new discipline created by the author, with the book
filling the gaps in this field. Aesthetic linguistics is the study of aesthetic attributes
of language and of properties and laws of daily speech events and speech acts which
serve as communicative activities as well as aesthetic objects.

The theoretical points in this monograph can be summed up as follows: (1)
beauty of speech at the two levels and its generating mechanism; (2) the aesthetic
choices at the structure and levels of language which human beings construct in
accordance with the double yardsticks, that is, the useful and aesthetic yardsticks; (3)
beauty of speech events and the strategies to pursue beauty of speech; (4) the asthetic
axiology of a nation and the nation’s language mirroring one another; (5) the aesthetic
intervention by human beings in language change.

The foundation stone of aesthetic linguistics is (1)the aesthetic choices at the
structure and levels of language and (2) beauty of speech events and strategies to
pursue beauty of speech.

This book distinguishes itself from other linguistic ones in China by the real and
daily conversations and speeches served as the aesthetic objects and by all the
materials of the conversations and speeches taken from some records, archives and
dossiers about real persons. Such a linguistic monograph in which no dialogues in
fiction are quoted is the first of its kind in China. In the author’s opinion, the dialogues
in fiction should be the object with which literature-aesthetics deals rather than the
object with which aesthetic linguistics deals.

The two other features of the book are that (1) it does not applly mechanically
in itself the system of aesthetics or linguistics, so its own system is based on what
exists in the matter of linguistic facts, not following the beatten path, and that (2) it
gives a great deal of new ideas. Apart from the five points concerning the macro-
theoretical framework mentioned above, the other examples of the new ideas
concerning the micro-arguments are as follows: (1) the language system is a
structure in dynamic balance imitating life system; (2) choosing fine wording
pleasurable to ears in communication is the most common strategy in speech events;

(3) there are numerous evidences in a natural form and, sometimes, in a fossilized
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