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Chapter 1

A secret cave

1 Long ago in Persiq, there lived
two brothers. Kasim was a

rich merchant, but Ali Baba
was only a poor woodcutter.
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2 While Kasim ran a large
store 1n town, Ali Baba spent
his time collecting firewood.
He would gather twigs and
branches to sell at the market.

It's a
hard life.

3 One day, Ali Baba spotted a
band of horsemen galloping
into the woods. They had

daggers and looked dangerous.
Quickly, he hid in a tree.
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4 The men stopped at a cliff
near Ali Babad’s tree.

5 “Open, Sesame!” |
cried their leader
and a hole
appeared in the
rock. Silently,
they went in._
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¢ “That’s amazing!” thought

Ali Baba. He wanted to explore
but he was scared of the men. f
7 After a long wait, he saw the /;
rock open again. He counted {\73:
the men as they hurried out.
There were 40 of them! “

s “Shut, Sesame,” said their
leader. The rock closed and the
men rode away.
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B B Al1 Baba slid down from his
) ¥, ( tree. He tried the magic words.
\V “Open, Sesame?” Instantly,

" ST the rock opened. Ali Baba
crept inside and

| gasped. The cave
| was crammed

with treasure.
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1 “Those men must be
thieves!” he thought. “They
won’t miss a few coins...” And
he filled four bags with gold.

12 He turned to go, but the
rock had closed behind him.

13 “Open, Sesame!” he cried.
The rock slid open and he
darted out. “Shut, Sesame,”
he added, before racing home.
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14 Ali Baba’s wife was stunned
to see his bags full of gold
instead of wood.

15 “I must be dreaming,” she
sighed. Then Ali Baba told

her the whole story.

16 “We should hide
the gold,” she said
“But first let’s
find out how

rich we are!”
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17 She ran to Kasim’s house
and asked to borrow his wife’s
scales. Kasim’s wife wondered
why. Secretly, she smeared
some wax on the scales before
handing the

TE

m oOver.

18 When the scales
came back, Kasim’s
wife found a gold
coin stuck to the
wax. She showed
it to Kasim.



19 “Your brother isn’t a poor
man after all!” she cried.

He weighs
his gold!

20 The next day, Kasim took
the coin to Ali Baba.

21 “Tell me where this came
from!” he ordered.

» Ali Baba
couldn’t lie to his
brother. So he
told him about

the cave.




Chapter 2

The thieves return

1 “Gold, eh?” thought Kasim.
He hired ten donkeys and took
them to the place Ali Baba

had described.
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2 “Open, Sesame!” he cried.
The rock opened and Kasim
stepped into the cave. He was
dazzled by all the treasure.

| want...
everything!

3 He stuffed his bags full, then
turned to leave. But he’d
forgotten the rnaglc words

4+ “Open, ss... ss..

Strawberry!” he

cried. Nothing

happened.




