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Abstract

It is worth while to pay atiention to modern and contemporary Chi-
nese conversion plays. A historical incident or personage has final con-
clusions or common habitual views. The conclusive views are seen as a
verdict of historical events, then when a play presents different or op-
posite views, we are " converting a verdict”. A conversion play, ex-
pressing ideas form a new angle and position different from traditions,
oppugns former and contemporary worthies” views. Tt radically or partly
negates and destructs the final conclusions about historical events, per-
sonage and traditional views. Or, avoiding former critical criteria, it
presents a new comment on historical incidents, persons and phenome-
na which are given new connotations and meanings. Generally, litera-
ture scholars and playwrights habitually call this kind of plays " conver-
sion plays”.

The history of modem and contemporary Chinese plavs can be di-
vided into three stages. 1919—1949 (the foundalion of the People’s
Republic of China ), 1949—1966 ( the Seventeen Years ), and
1979—mow (the New Era). Conversion plays are about beauties,
emperors and ministers in ancient China,

This article focuses on modern and contemporary Chinese conver-
sion plays since 1919, From the plays hefore the Liberation (1949},
such as Wang Duqing’s Yang Guifei, Xu Baoyan’s Da Ji, Song Zhidi’s
Wu Zetian, to the plays since the Liberation, such as Cao Yu's Wang
Zhaojun { " whose tears should be wiped dry” ), Gue Moruo’s Cai

Wenji, which offers a different view on Cao Cao, who is a controver-
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sial figure even at present. From Ouyang Yugian's Pan Jinlian to
today’s Wei Minglun’s same-title Sichuan opera, the same historical
person gives rise to explanations by many playwrights, who take great
pains te closely look anew at the personage and incidents that have
been given final conclusions in history. This article analyzes and ex-
plains conversion plays through social thoughts, social psychology,
and cultural psychology so that it uses play thinking to undersiand
" conversion plays” properly.

By tidying up, reviewing and retrospecting, this article attempts
to find out the life of historical personage from a different point of view,
and understand how conversion plays have inspired today’s plays and

Operas.
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