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Preface
Fei Xiaotong

The foundation of the strategy of invigorating China through the development of science and tech-
nology and education lies in education. This determines the epochal mission for education and the

solemn obligation of educators.

To promote China’s modernization drive in an all-out way, it is imperative to improve the quality of
the labour force and raise the capability of scientific and technological innovation. As the major base
for the innovation, spread and application of knowledge as well as the cradle for the cultivation of in-
novative spirit and training of personnel able to blaze new trails, education has a precursory, compre-
hensive and foundational function for the modernization drive . Educational invigoration has become a

historic mission entrusted by our time.

Educational invigoration depends on the educators including educational administrative staff at all lev-
els. They have a solemn obligation to perform to enhance the country’s overall national strength. Ed-
ucational invigoration requires educators to free themselves from outmoded ideas on the one hand and
to be practical and realistic on the other; to reform both the educational system, educational structure
and the educational content and methodology ; to boldly assimilate and draw on the experience of all
achievements of human society on the one hand and have the courage to make innovations and experi-
ments and improve their own quality on the basis of applications, experiments and innovations on the

other.

The Chinese nation has a long history of civilization as well as outstanding educators, fine tradition of
education and rich educational experience. We should assimilate achievements of foreign culture,
and we need still more to inherit and develop our own fine tradition, study and sum up our own his-
torical experience so as to bring to perfection step by step the socialist educational system with Chi-

nese characteristics. The editing and publication of the Book of Major Events in China’s Educational

Development provides rich data for extensive in-depth study and exploration on education .

Over the past 13 years, over 200 experts, scholars and comrades familiar with education, most of
whom are retired personnel, have looked up a huge amount of data for the editing and publication of
this Book of Major Events in China’s Educational Development which presents events as head entries

in chronological order and mainly with factual narration. Our thanks go to them for their hard work .

It is my hope that comrades of educational circles will study and assimilate educational experience
both at home and abroad in light of actual conditions and their own work so as to push forward educa-
tional reform and development and make still great contribution to the national prosperity and invigo-

ration .
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Foreword

Book of Major Events in China’s Educational Development (the Book) is a reference book on

historical data. Presenting events as head entries, based on educational documents and historical
facts and systematically recording the basic sequence of events and main characteristics of China’s ed-
ucational development, the Book serves as a source of reference for eduational administrators of all
levels, leaders and teachers of various types of schools as well as students of normal schools and col-
leges. It aims to serve the invigoration of education and the building-up of a socialist educational sys-

tem with Chinese characteristics .

The editing of the Book follows this line of thought: 1.1In the light of the sequence of China’s educa-
tional development, the Book records the events in three stages, viz., pre-1840 stage, the stage be-
tween 1848 and 1949, and the stage between 1949 and 1990. 2. Classified into types of education,
the events are presented as head entries chronologically through factual narration with no comments 3.
For the convenience of readers, sources of quotations are given, and there are simple notes to some

quotations, and important historical documents annexed to the Book .

The Book has four parts: Prat | : Pre — 1840, with about 200 entries; Part [[ : Between 1840 and
1949, with over 700 entries( published in 2001 )5 Parts [I and [V , Between 1949 and 1990, with
over, 1,000 entries(published in 1993) . In all, there are 2000 entries in over seven million Chinese

characters with over 800 photos .

Participating in the editing of the Book are experts and scholars of relevant units, many of whom are
retired personnel. The editing and publication of the book has had the strong support of relevant units

and experts. Our sincere thanks go to them.

Readers’ comments and criticism are most welcome in case of any error or omission in the Book .

The Editorial Committee of Book of Major Events in China’s Educational Development
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