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Writing before Liu Liming
Great Wall Album's Publication

I have got a letter from Dalian several days before. Letters which
are sent to China Great Wall Society office are always about things
relating to the Great Wall, but finishing reading this letter, I am
completely moved. My eyes are wet, my feelings are unsettled
and I experience complicated feelings comprised of pain, asphyxi-
ation and shame.

This letter was written by Gao yangui who is Liu liming's mother,
affixing the last words which Liu Liming had written to me one
year ago. Though Liu is member of China Great Wall Society, I
had never met him before and only saw him once in a photo, re-

membering he was a man with childlike smile.

I

Finishing reading Liu's mother's letter, I show great respect to Liu
Liming for his tenacity to resist disease and his courage to strive
for his own dream when his life is going to end soon. I also show
great respect to this great mother for her adamancy to continue her
son's work after his death. At the same time, I feel sorry that when
one member of the Society faces the challenge of disease, as the
secretary-general I can do little for them.

Dear Secretary-general Dong:

I am Liu Liming's mother, which is the member of Dalian Great
Wall Society. My son died in his bed in July 2006. When I deal
with his mementos recently, I find his words that he couldn't send
to you, and then I send the copy to you.

In my son's ephemeral life, he loves the Great Wall, worships the
Great Wall, and records the Great Wall. He have recorded the
amazing scenery of Great Wall from east side of Dandong to west
side of Jia Yuguan Pass by camera.

Pictures and disks my son had taken when he is sick have been
well-organized already, but there's not enough time to let you see
them.

Dear Secretary-general Dong, please forgive a 70-year-old mother
who have lose her son, for I have only one son. The only thing that
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I what to do is to publish my son's photo album.
Maybe I should sent my son's photos to you earlier, but I just got
the information that some friends (including you) of my son have
attended my son's photo exhibition. My son has passed away, and
I really don't know how to resolve all kinds of procedures about
publication, so what I can do is to fall back on his friends.
Secretary-general Dong, photos of the Great Wall is the most pre-
cious treasure of my son. Looking at these photos, thinking about
the high price he pays during his shooting, I feel sad. My son loves
the Great Wall too much.
Secretary-general, please forgive me for writing the words above.
What I can think is only my son.

Liu liming'smother Gao Guiyan

Nov. 14 2007

I1

Today, Liu Liming's Great Wall album is going to publish. I prom-
ise to write something for this book, but don't know how to start.
Before writing, I close the lamp and try to communicate with Liu
by heart. Tonight, moonlights shine in windows, which make ev-
erything dreamlike.

Love is the most beautiful thing in the world. Photography is Liu's
favorite, the Great Wall is his favorite too, and these two favorite
things are combined by this album. Though Liu's life is ephemeral,
he must live a happy life for he have done what he love.

As his mother said, Liu is diligent and lives a quite simple life. He
is a frugal person in normal life, but when it comes to shooting the
Great Wall, he could be no more generous. All his money has been
spent on shooting the Great Wall, and his health has been ruined at
last. When his health has become worse and worse, and could eat
nothing but medicine to maintain his life, he still persists in work-
ing on his photos insistently.

Great Wall Album is full of Liu's dream and love. He finds his
ideal life style, makes his life valuable, and realizes his dream by

his great practice in shooting the Great Wall. So, by this means,




Liu succeeds in prolonging his life to eternity.

The publication of Liu Liming Great Wall Album means new life
for Liu. Photos in the album are carefully selected from thousands
of photos taken by Liu, and totally embody the Great Wall's mag-
nificent beauty and the photographer's comprehension about this

amazing ancient relic.

I

Dear Secretary-general Dong:

I am the member of Dalian Great Wall Society. Please forgive my
forwardness in writing this letter to you. I heartily want to have a
discussion with you about the photo of the Great Wall. Though I
have only study and shot the Great Wall for several years, I have
take pictures of the Great Wall from Dandong to Jia Yuguan Pass.
I used to plan make my photo exhibition in Daling and Beijing,
and publish a Great Wall album, but I have to stop to receive treat-
ment for my disease. Now, my disease is diagnosed to be liver
cancer. After operation and treatment, my health has got better. I
want to finish my shooting and meet you sometime to talking about
the photo exhibition. Look forward to your early reply.

This letter which has no signature and date may be written in some-
day of 2006. Liu knows clearly that his disease is incurable, but I
don't know why he haven't sent this letter to me. It is regret that
when I read this letter, Liu have been passed away already.

You said you would meet me in Beijing, talking about the Great
Wall, but you did keep your promise. Now we all miss you.
Though you has met your end, your dream never end. Inspired by
your life attitude and your works, you are always alive in our minds.
Inspired by Great Wall Album, your name is always remembered

by people who love the Great Wall.

IV

Another thing that surprised me was that I didn't know any infor-
mation when a member of Great Wall Society had passed away

for one and a half year. As the secretary-general of the Society, I
must responsible for the negligence. Since normal members are
the major impetus to develop our Great Wall Society, Members
are the foundations of the Society. As a matter of fact, I would not
find any excuse for this kind of mistakes. I feel guilty to Liu and
other members who believe me.

When I started working in the Society years ago, I always kept
contact with members, and met or called new members to get to
know them. But when time passed by, I forgot the passion that I
used to have. Now I am really not a good secretary-general

I believe the news that Great Wall Album is going to publish will
give great comfort to Liu. I believe he is looking at us with the
childlike smile. God bless you, Liu Liming. On behalf of all the
members of Great Wall, I express the highest admiration for you

Executive vice chairman
of China Great Wall Society Dong Yaohui
12.25:2007
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Liu Liming, born in Dalian in 1959

Chinese Great Wall Institute Membership
Chinese Photographers' Association Membership
Chinese Artistic Photograrhy Membership

Chinese Outstanding Photographer
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The Great Wall

There is a dragon in the east, which is named China.

There is a dragon in China, which is named the Great Wall.

The Great Wall is the symbol of national spirit of China, the embodiment of diligence and wisdom
of ancient Chinese people, and one of the greatest wonder in human history. It was constructed in
the Warring States Period in the 7th century B. C. After Emperor Qin Shi Huang unified China in
the 221 B. C., the existing sections of the Great Wall built by Yan, Zhao and Qin was linked and
extended. The subsequent Han, Tang, Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties continued to strengthen and
extended the wall as defensive fortification. The Great Wall that can still be seen today was built
during the Ming Dynasty, on a much larger scale and with longer lasting materials than any wall
that had been built before. In particular, the Ming dynasty saw the creation of a sophisticated
defense system along the wall embracing garrison towns, garrison posts, passes, blockhouses,
additional wall structures, watchtowers and beacon towers, each given a different status and de-
signed mission.

The Ming dynasty Great Wall, extensive bulwark erected in ancient China, runes about 7,300 km
east to west from Dandong in Liaoning province to Jiayuguan Pass in Gansu province, traversing
Liaoning, Hebei, Tianjin, Beijing, Shanxi, Inner Mongolia, Shaanxi, Ningxia, Gansu, often trac-
ing the desert, the grassland, the hills and mountains as it snakes across the Chinese countryside.
The Great Wall is reputed as one of the seventh construction wonders in the world not only for its
long history, but its massive construction size, and its unique architectural style as well. The Great
Wall was enlisted in the World Heritage by UNESCO in 1987.

As a huge fortification to against northern marauding tribes, the Great Wall has three major
components: passes, signal towers or beacons, and walls. The design of each of these features has
been determined by strategic importance. Walls are the main body of the fortification. Passes
usually are located at key positions such as intersections with trade routes. Beacon towers are
used to warn other garrisons of the movements of enemy forces in the event of an attack. The
construction result demonstrates the manifestation of the wisdom and tenacity of Chinese people.
For centuries, the Great Wall served succeeding dynasties as an efficient military defense. However,

today the Great Wall has finished its military mission and become a must-see for every visitor to

China. Its value in history, culture, art, architecture and tourism will last forever in the mind of

. people who love it.
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Old Dragon’s Head the east starting point of The Great Wall .

10 4 #% The Great Wall



WL BN Kk

IR AR e A — PR LR IR

CHREZAE, HBEL, ARG, WK, SETR, SHTET.

P LRI THL TR T e iR B 1A BRI 2, tRE THIRL AR (ATT14694F),
IR E RIS . BRI AL, FIERIL ., SIS TR, T
IR HUL R K H T, XBRKIR R AR, JERio, MRERAR
eI, 2. WKIREBEEIXE,

B 1L 2 S TR 4T 45 B T A AL B — R AL, A4 PR, FEUEIEIR 146.3 K
SRR LA,

The Great Wall in Liaoning province

The east starting point of the Great Wall--Hushan Great Wall(Tiger mountain Great Wall).
Hushan Great Wall was the east starting point of Ming Great Wall, which is located in Kuandian
Manchu Autonomous County, Liaoning province, with the Yalu River to its south and Hushan to
its north. It is recorded that there is Liaodong Country in Ming, so this section of the Great Wall
also was called Liaodong border.

Hushan is a mountain located in the intersection of Yalu River and Yuan River. The highest peak
of Hushan has a length of 146.3 meters, and the opposite of it is North Korea.
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Jiumenkou Great Wall

Located in Suizhong County, Liaoning province, closing to Shanhai pass, Jiumenkou Great Wall used to hold the

only access between northeastern and central China. There is a 110-meter bridge covering Jiujiang River.
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