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Preface
Dear Students,

We often hear you tell us that the portion of the IELTS that most
worries you is the Speaking Test. The mystery surrounding the con-
tent of the speaking test only makes this feeling stronger. We hope that
this book will help you approach the IELTS Speaking Test with more
confidence.

The purpose of this book is two-fold. We hope to 1) provide stu-
dents with an idea of the type of questions that come up on the IELTS,
and 2) give them some ideas about how the questions can be answered.

In order to present the types of questions that come up on the
IELTS Speaking Test, we have taken advantage of our many years of
experience helping students prepare for the IELTS Speaking Test, along
with the experience of our countless students who have taken the test,
and compiled a set of questions that match closely to the questions that
are asked most frequently during the Speaking Test.

In addition, we have provided two sample answers for each
question, all written from the perspective of a Chinese student. The
purpose of the sample answers is to give you an idea of what a suc-
cessful answer from a Chinese student might look like. Following each
sample answer are some tips and ideas for you to use as you think
about how you might answer a similar question.

There are many ways in which you can use this book. We suggest
familiarizing yourself with the questions, and perhaps reading the sample
answers out loud. Most importantly, though, spend some time with the
sample answers covered up practicing responding to the questions on
your own.

If you would like more specific information on the format of the



Speaking Test, we highly recommend Mark Griffiths’ (R R OiE
M), You can also learn more about the IELTS at the official IELTS
site, www.ielts.org, or at www.newchannel.org.

We wish you the best of luck in your preparations for the IELTS.
Should you have further questions, please feel free to visit us on the

IELTS forum at www. newchannel.org/bbs/.
Also, if you have any comments or questions about this book, please

send an email to ...

jagordon@vip.sina.com (John Gordon)

Ixvictor@sina.com (Victor Li)

John Gordon
Victor Li
July 2005 Beijing, China



M T

FEMIE A

HUT ORI B T R R L ORI R RIEE K. P IK
N f AL X Fp s R 2 . A X ABRELERIE OE
2 b A R 1E IR

SIEARBHBAM G E, ROFE: 1) LFEZ0E B
A D E IR PR AR s 2) R SRR, LRESHE
1 2 [ 2 5 2 i) 0 ) S

AT A AR N E SR B (R E RN, BT TR £ 4R RS
BY 2% A e g R DHE ZZ IR A Y, DRSS MR £ 42 S
U, B T —E R e 0 A R n] R A L,

Beoh, BATEBANFEAN THINSEEE, XLERELEM
rh ] 2 A O BRI . $R RS A LR B AE T LRORI1 & —
A 2 A B R B B A B R . BATEEAE Eambt - T
SRAVE SRR, LR KK AR 8 B L) In] R Ja13E 4n el [m] 2

[ 22T AT LA 2 05 T bR X A 45 . FRAT T I S B KX L ()i
SRIGATLAK RS &R, (AREENE, LEiE, 1E52%
%%, HOZ% BZXERE,

AnF AR AE W £ A R NIE S I R, R R
Mark Griffiths 43 59 (He B %R QIR XA, T DGR HE
R 7 Mk www.ielts.org 8% www.newchannel.org (AL FUHTALE
R ) TREE £ A A E R

R FAEREA B SR s AW, mREFH 4,
TR Bl B A T L A A B 18 % . www.newchannel.org/bbs/

A, RIXABEF BRI, "ATLAK e-mail £5——

John Gordon (FE i) jagordon@vip.sina.com
Zs #. Ixvictor@sina.com

John Gordon (F i)
S
2005 47 A HE - Jbag



B #

% — 24
Ot E—MBREESEEER ST

Name
What is your full name?
And what shall I call you?
Does your Chinese name have any special meaning?

Are you a student or do you have a job?

‘Studies

Are you a student?

What is your major?

What do you like most about your school/university?

Why did you choose this major?

Do you like your major? Why?

Tell me about your primary school.

What is your favorite subject?

What was your school like as a child?

When you were a student, what did you normally wear to school?

What would you like to do in the future?
work

What do you do for a living?

Do you like your job?

Do you find your job interesting?

What are your main responsibilities?

What sorts of things do you do at work?

Is work important to you?

Have you received any training related to your work?

If you could choose another job, which would you choose?
What would be your ideal job?



Future Plans 10

What job would you like to have in the future?
What do you plan to major in?

What do you plan to do after graduating from university?

Free Time 12

How do you usually spend your evenings?

With whom?

Do you like to go out in the evenings?

With whom?

What do people today usually like to do after work?
What about you?

Do you feel lonely if you stay at home for a long time?
The Weather : 15

What type of weather do you like?

What type of weather do Chinese people usually like?
Which is your least favorite season?

What do you often do on sunny days?

And on cold days?

What is the weather like in your city?

Time/Watches 17

Do you wear a watch?

Do you think it is important to be on time?

How do you feel when you are late for an appointment?
How do you feel when others are late?

Your Hometown 18

Where are you from?

Tell me about your hometown.

What’s your favorite thing or place in your hometown?

What would you like to change about your hometown?

What attractive pieces of architecture are there in your hometown?



Do you like photography?

Why?

When did you start to like photography? _

How do you feel when others show you their photographs?
When do people often take pictures?

Do you keep your old photos?

What do you think about saving photographs to save memories?
Do you like to take pictures as souvenirs or buy souvenirs?
What souvenirs do you often buy?

What is a typical Chinese wedding like?
What people are usually invited?

What clothes do people usually wear?
What happens during the wedding?

Are weddings important in China?

TR e gy
Which kind of transport do you usually take?
What is the public transport like in your city?

When are these forms of transport most crowded?

What sort of transport would you use if you were to go on a long trip?
Animals. @ .0 20

Do you like animals?

Do any people close to you keep pets?
Have you ever kept a pet?

What kind?

Your Home 30

Do you live in a flat or a house?

What do you think of the area in which you live?
Do you like the surrounding area?

How long have you lived there?



What are your neighbors like?

Music
Do you like music?
When do you usually listen to music?

Where do you usually listen to music?
What kind of music do you like?

Keeping Fit

Do you try to keep fit?

Is keeping fit popular in China?

Is keeping fit more important for men or women?
How do Chinese people usually exercise?

Are there any exercise facilities near your home?

(5
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People

Tell me about a child that you know.

Tell me about a family member.

Tell me about a character in a film or TV show.

Tell me about an old person whom you know.

Tell me about a musical group or band from your country that you like.
Tell me about a memorable teacher.

Tell me about a happy person.

Tell me about your personality.

i Places

Tell me about an important city in your country.

Tell me about your hometown.

Tell me about a useful website you visit often.

Tell me about a river or lake that you have been to or heard about.



o fhege - .
Tell me about a special card or letter which you have received.
Tell me about a present or gift that you have received.
Tell me about a car you would like to buy.
Tell me about a photograph that is important to you.
Tell me about an advertisement.
Tell me about a wild animal in your country.
Tell me about a piece of architecture from your country.
Tell me about a type of clothing that you like.
Tell me about a meal or dish that you enjoy.
Tell me about a gift you gave to another person.
Tell me about a pet people often keep in your country.
Tell me about a machine people use at home.

Tell me about an activity you enjoy.

Tell me about a wedding you have been to or heard about.
Tell me about a special family event you have taken part in.
Tell me about a happy event from when you were a child.
Tell me about an exciting experience in your life.

Tell me about a story you heard when you were a child.
Tell me about a way in which you relax.

Tell me about a time when you received help from someone.
Tell me about an important decision you have made.

E=8a
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Relaxation i 89

How do most people in China relax?

Do men and women relax in different ways?

Is the way people relax today different from how people relaxed twenty years ago?
How do you think people will relax in the future? *

If a person doesn’t find time to relax for a long period of time, will there be some



negative effects?

Are people today under a lot of stress?
Why do you think people feel under stress?

What are the negative effects of too much stress at work over a long period of time?
Do men and women have different types of stress?

Do you think people will have more stress in the future or less?

Do you think you feel more pressure than yéur grandmother did when she was
your age?

What types of stories are often told in your country?
Are the stories that young people like different from the stories older people like?
Do men and women like different kinds of stories?

Do stories play a role in maintaining traditional culture?

Are there some common themes that all stories have?

Do you think stories in the future will be different from stories today?

. EdugiieR. - 40D
What is the best way to educate children?
How has the Chinese education system changed in recent years?
What are some differences between methods of education used in the past and
those used now?
What changes would you introduce into the education system?

Which is more important, the education a child receives at home or the education a
child receives at school?

~ Teachers o
What qualities should a good teacher have?
What is the most important qualification for being a teacher?
Nowadays, do many children want to be teachers when they grow up?
How can schools attract suitable teachers?

How is being a teacher now different from being a teacher 30 years ago?
Would you like to be a teacher in the future? Why or why not?



What do you think is the most difficult thing about being a parent?
Do mothers and fathers educate their children differently?

How does a parent’s behavior affect his or her child?

Do you think some children are spoiled by their parents today?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of having only one child?
What do you think about couples who choose not to have children?

What role does childhood play in a person’s life?

Are today’s children less happy in their lives than children in the past?
What do children do for fun?

Is having fun important in a child’s life?

How can children balance having fun and studying in their lives?

In your opinion, how does growing up without a father or a mother affect a child?

Personality/Success/Happiness

What is a typical Chinese person’s personality like?

Is a person’s personality related to how happy they are in life?

Do you think the clothes a person wears are related to their personality?
Is success related to personality?

When people make friends do they look for people with similar personalities?
M LGN By

Nowadays are there people who use letters instead of the telephone?

Are old people more likely than young people to write letters instead of email?
How are traditional letters different from email?

How is writing a letter different from using the telephone?

Is writing letters more important for young people or old people?

How does receiving a letter feel different from receiving an email?

:j"‘l;h“e;‘ilnfgrﬁ;é‘t L :ﬁ‘ . 122

How has the Internet changed the ways in which we get our news?
In what ways has the Internet changed education?
What are the advantages and disadvantages of buying things on the Internet?



How common are computers on university campuses in your country?
Will books and libraries be replaced by computers someday?

Do many people take advantage of e-commerce in your country? Which groups of
people like to shop online the most?

- The Environment 125
Why do you think cities are polluted?
What are some of the negative effects of pollution?
What should the government do to reduce pollution in cities?

How has the government’s attitude towards pollution changed in recent years?
What can an individual do to help reduce pollution?

Houses ““_1‘27

What sort of houses do people live in today?

What sort of technology is used to build houses today?

How are houses today different from the houses of the past?

What factors affect people’s decisions to live where they do?

What sort of technology do you think will be used in the houses of the future?

Transport ‘ G o

What are some problems with the transport system in your country?

What should the government do to solve these problems?

What are the advantages and disadvantages of riding a bicycle?

Do you think that walking is a good way to travel in your hometown? Why?
How could road safety be improved in your hometown?

Which method of transport do people use most in your hometown?

Decisions 134

Which people affect the decisions you make?

What measures does your school take to affect your decisions?
How do your parents affect your decisions?

How did they affect your decisions in the past?

Do you always take your parents’ advice?

Gifts | 136

In your culture, when are gifts often exchanged?



Are the gifts people give influenced by advertisements?

Are expensive gifts important to you?

Do you care about the brand of the products you buy?

Do you think that brand names will be more or less important in the future?

- Advertising/Shopping
Are advertisements important?

What effects do advertisements have?
How do advertisements affect people’s lives?

Where do you usually go shopping?
What is the difference between today’s supermarkets and more traditional markets?

EatingHablts = 120

What do you think of fast food?

Is fast food good for children?

Do old people and young people like to eat different kinds of food?
How have Chinese eating habits changed in the last 20 years?

How do you think they will change in the future?

Cooking e e

Is it necessary for young people to be able to cook?
Do most people in your country know how to cook?
Where do Chinese people learn to cook?

Do you think it is important to learn how to cook?
Should cooking be taught in school?

‘The Elderly e

How do modern people view the idea of growing old?

How are old people important to society?

What role do old people play in families?

What attitude do young people generally have towards old people?
Does the rise in the number of old people effect the economy?

Help e e

What kind of help do you often receive?
Who often helps you?



What kind of people have you helped?

Why did you help them?

What is the difference between the help you receive from family and the help you
receive from friends?

Do people often help each other at work?

How are big cities today different from those of twenty years ago?
How are big cities different from smaller towns?

How can we improve life in towns?

Do you think that in the future more people will move to big cities?
How do you think cities will change in the future?



