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Introduction

The purpose of language is to convey meaning. The variety of ways in which
meaning is expressed adds to the richness of a language. Sometimes meaning is
more powerful when it is conveyed indirectly, and in most languages we find
examples of meaning conveyed through the use of stories and fables. These usually
have a moral ending which can often become a commonly used catchphrase,
surviving unchanged, and still found today in everyday idioms.

This series of reading materials for Chinese middle school students introduces some
of the more well-known idioms, maxims, proverbs and sayings in common usage in
the English language.

Many of these express ideas which are common to several different languages and
cultures, and, where appropriate the equivalent Chinese expression is also given.

The reading passages are graded to suit the level of English Chinese middle school
students are expected to have acquired at each stage of the academic year.

Each unit of each book contains a reading passage illustrating a particular saying,
and is followed by comprehension and grammar exercises and a crossword puzzle
to make the challenge of vocabulary learning more exciting.

The vocabulary is introduced gradually and as the reading passages become more
difficult there is also a regular review of words previously used. You are encouraged
to have a dictionary at hand, particularly when doing the crossword puzzles, as they
are designed not only to review some of the new vocabulary items in each unit but
also to introduce some of the new words which will appear in later units.

The passages very often contain dialogues which students can enjoy acting out as a
classroom exercise. There are many opportunities for you to use your ingenuity and

also practice your spoken English as you work through the material in this book.

English is a living language and learning it should be fun and enjoyable.
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Ming Liang and Hai Tao are close friends at school. They are glad to meet up with
each other again after the Chinese New Year break.

“Hi, Ming Liang,” said Hai Tao.“Did you have a good time with your family over the
Chinese New Year holidays?”

“Not really, Hai Tao,” said Ming Liang.*“Apart from going to Grandma's place on New
Year's Eve, we didn't do anything special.”

“Me, neither,” said Hai Tao.“| stayed indoors most of the time.”

“So did I,” said Ming Liang.“The weather was so cold | didn't fancy going out much.”
“I read a lot of books,” continued Hai Tao. “There was one really good one. | just
couldn't put it down, even at mealtimes. My mum said that it was at least better than
having my eyes glued to the TV all day. Il lend it to you if you like.”

“What's it about?” asked Ming Liang.

“It's about an old woman who told people's fortunes,” replied Hai Tao. “She had a
crystal ball and when she rubbed her hands over it she could see into the future. ”
“We've got a crystal ball at home, too. My dad brought it back from Hainan last year
as a souvenir. | got it out of the cupboard and rubbed my hands over it but nothing
happened.”

The two friends were silent for a while.

“Do you think there really are people who can see into the future and predict what will
happen?” said Ming Liang at last.

“No,” said Hai Tao.“They only exist in stories.”

“What about destiny?” Ming Liang went on. “Perhaps our lives are already mapped
out for us from the moment we are born.”

Hai Tao thought about this.

“Perhaps so,” he said. “Perhaps the future already exists and nothing we do will
change it.”

“Well, in that case, there's no point in losing any sleep over tomorrow's English test,”
joked Ming Liang.“Whatever will be will be. We can't change our destiny.”

“Yes,” said Hai Tao philosophically, “but then perhaps it's also our destiny to study
hard for the test.”

“Even though the result is a foregone conclusion?” asked Ming Liang.

“If people believe they can't change their destiny,” said Hai Tao, “nobody will make
any effort anymore. People will just let things happen. | think we have to believe we
can change the course of events and shape our own futures. What do you think?”
The conversation was becoming far too philosophical for a first day of term.

Ming Liang said on a less serious note: | think I'd better burn the midnight oil tonight
and make sure I'm ready for tomorrow's test... unless your crystal ball can tell us
what the questions and answers will be.”




A. Reading Practice

From the information given in the Reading Passage, circle the best answer, A), B), C)
or D).

A)
B)
C)
D)

A)
B)
C)
D)

A)
B)
C)
D)

Why did Ming Liang stay indoors most of
the time during the holidays?

Because he was sick.

Because he wanted to watch TV.
Because the weather was too cold.
Because he wanted to see his
grandmother.

What did Hai Tao do during the Chinese
New Year holidays?

He read a lot of books.

He watched TV most of the time.
He helped his mother.

He helped his father.

What book did Hai Tao particularly enjoy
reading?

A book about Hainan.

An English language book.
A book about old people.

A book about a forttine teller.

What did Hai Tao's father bring back
from Hainan?

An old lady.

A football.

A crystal ball.

A map of the island.

What did the old lady do in the story?

She predicted the future.

She rubbed her hands together.
She changed people's destiny.
She looked into a mirror.

A)

B)
C)
D)

A)
B)
C)
D)

What does Hai Tao say about fortune tellers?

They can help the two boys pass their English
test.

They only exist in stories.

They can make peopile rich.

There aren't any on Hainan Island.

What would happen if we could not change
our destiny?

People would not make any effort.

People would spend time looking into crystal
balls.

People would be happy.

People wouldn't have to learn English.

What is Ming Liang going to do tonight?

Watch TV.

Read Hai Tao's book.

Heat some oil in the frying pan.
Study hard late into the night.

Why does Ming Liang end the conversation on
a less serious note?

Because Hai Tao is talking too philosophically.
Because he wants to go home and study.
Because he believes his destiny is already
mapped out.

Because Hai Tao already knows the answers
to the test.

. What is going to happen tomorrow?

Hai Tao is going to bring the crystal ball to
school.

Hai Tao is going to lend Ming Liang the book.
The two boys are going to have an English
test.

The old lady is going to give them the answers
to the test.




B. Wiriting Practice

Use the word/s in brackets and put them into a sentence of your own.

1. (glad)

2. (have a good time)

3. (anything special)

4. (apart from)

5. (if you like)

6. (souvenir)

7. (predict)

8. (let something happen)

9. (fartoo..))

10. (foregone conclusion)




C. Composition

Imagine you can predict the future. Describe China in 50 years’ time. Use each of the following
words / expressions in your composition.

economy, cities, transportation, clothing, living environment, countryside, cultural activities,
peace, health, wealth




D. Vocabulary Practice

Crossword Puzzie

24

30 31

Clues across

4. |If you don't know a word, look it
5. Morning. (2)

7. (With | down) Predictable outcome.(10)
9. The smallest amount.(5)

11. Finished.(5)

12. Opposite of ‘after’.(3)

13. Fate. (7)

16. No longer. Not -(3.4)
20. A story to make you laugh.(4)

21. These clues easy.(3)

23. Noiseless.(6)

25. Present bought on holiday.(8)

27. Common fruit. (5)

29. As clear as (7

31. Whichever.(8)

33. Form. (5)

36. Connected with philosophy. (13)

37. — Is this yours? — Yes, it -{2)

—

I8

(With 7 across) Predictable outcome.(8)
This is one. (4)

Past tense of ‘lift’. (6)
You can't go in

Noon. (6)

Opposite of ‘subtract’.(3)

you have a ticket. (6)

. Separate.(5)

Best in the class.(3)

. Close. (4)

Talk between two people. (12)
You do this at night. (5)
Reply to a question. (6)
Opposite of difficuit. (4)

— Do | have ? —Yes. (2)
A person who reads.(6)
Maybe. (7)

. Divide. (5)

. Between seven and nine. (5)

Whitish.(4)

. One of five on each foot. (3)
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