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H (Host) : Good to have you with us, sir.

| (Interviewee) ; Thank you very much for inviting me.

H: All right, Pm always curious what people think of our election process as they
look at it from overseas. I think your system has some great benefits. The
parliamentary elections are very quick, and not nearly as much effort and
money and time is spent on them. Do people kind of look at us as a bit of an
oddity?

[. Well, one difference between our system and yours is that if this race had been
going on in Britain, the vice president and Governor Bush would have been
nominated already. So when we look at your system, we think, there’s a real
race going on here. The voters are really getting a chance to look at these guys
rather than just having them done in smoke-filled rooms.

H: In Europe, is there some distaste for the amount of money that is spent, the
fact that George W. Bush, in order to claim this leadership role , has to amass
a war chest of $ 70 million?

l: Yes, there’s a good deal of puzzlement about that. We have our corruption stories

too. The German Christian Democratic Party is currently in absolute turmoil
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over accusations after the former chancellor illegally took campaign contribu-
tions. But the amount of money is absolutely tiny.

: I'm curious what Europeans think of the election campaign when they see that.

How much do they see of that, first of all, and what do they think of it?

Let me tell you what I think about it. I've always thought that having a third party
in U. S. politics is really, in principle, rather a good idea. You know, you
have a two-party system , it tends to become very - not necessarily corrupt, but
very complacent over time. You know, there’s this sort of alfernation in which
you're pretty much guaranteed a share of the power a lot of the time. You can
expect after a while the pendulum will swing back your way. It becomes a little

bit cozy.

: We really appreciate your joining us, and we appreciate your distinct insights

into all of this. Thank you.
Well, thanks for having me.
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H (Host) : Well, let’s take a look at the latest polls in Tennessee and Virginia.

The Tennessee American Research Group Poll has John Kerry right now at

32 percent, Edwards at 21, you at 20. A battle for second place in Virginia.

This American Research Group Poll has John Kerry at 35 percent, Edwards

22, Clark 17. It looks like a very, very close battle for second place, but you

need to come In first in at least one of those two states.

C (WESLEY CLARK) ; Well, we're going to do as well as we can. And we think
we'll move on. We've got a lot of support across this country.

: What happens if you don’t win Tennessee or Virginia?

: Well, I expect to.

: Well, what happens—you expect to win both or one?

: I expect to win at least one of them.

: And if you don't...

: And I think we’re going to do very well. We’re going to move ahead.

: And if you don’t win one, will you drop out?

O I O IT O IO I

: Well, we're going to move ahead.




1 _xAwmmIEiasE

H:

|
1.

2.

Wisconsin, if you win one, is that shaping up as do or die for you, which is a

week from Tuesday?

: Wisconsin looks very good. Wisconsin looks very good for us. But I suspect

we'll be there on Super Tuesday no matter what.

: Even if you come in second in both or third in Virginia and Tennessee, you'd

still go on to Wisconsin?

: We do expect to go on, and we do expect to be there on Super Tuesday.

: The governors of both—the Democratic governors of both Tennessee and Virginia

have endorsed John Kerry. He’s from New England. You and Senator John
Edwards are froin the South. Why do you think that John Kerry is doing as
well, at least in the run-up to Virginia and Tennessee, as he seems to be do-

ing?

: Well, I think John Kerry’s a good man. You know, he’s established, he’s been

in the Senate for a long time. But what we did show is that people like the is-
sues I'm talking about. We won the non-New England New Hampshire prima-
ry, finishing third there. We won Oklahoma. We finished second in Arizona
and New Mexico and North Dakota. We think we’ve got strong support across

the country.
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