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Whatever you are dealing with, today is your opportunity to reach deep down inside and
“* determine that you will make it through.
Today, take a moment to remember the stuff that you' re made of!
Today tap into who you are and discover the limitlessness of your own ability.
Now, if you" Il simply, believe in yourself!
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Whatever you are dealing with, today is your opportunity to reach deep down inside and
determine that you will make it through
Today, take a moment 1o remember the stuff that you' re made of!
Today tap into who you are and discover the limitlessness of your own ability.
Now, if you' Il simply, believe in yourself!
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eline Dion announced in 1999 that she was taking a break from enter-
tainment in order to start a family and to focus on her husband/manag-
er, Rene Angelil, who had been diagnosed with throat cancer. :

After releasing and promoting thirteen albums during the 1990s, Dion
felt that she needed to settle down, and announced on her final album, All
the Way... A Decade of Song, that she had experienced many things and
needed to take a step back and enjoy life.

CNN LARRY KING WEEKEND

Celine Dion: The November 22, 1999 Interview

LARRY KING: Tonight, she's the pop sensation who stepped out of the
spotlight at the peak of her career. Celine Dion, next on LARRY KING
WEEKEND. _

Thanks for joining us. Superstar Celine Dion was riding an incredible
wave of success in November of 1999. She'd won about every music award
there was, and sold a couple of gazillion albums, the world at her feet.

The Canadian diva’ decides to walk away, at 11east for a while. And my
first question, why good-bye? )

DION: Well, maybe to come back and say good hello, maybe, for—
but, you know, I just wanted to take a long break, take a break and have a

normal life for a while. There're so many things I want to do.
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I've been realizing, you know, when you're 18 and 21 and 22, you hold
on to? your dream. But when you grow older, you have more experience,
and you don't want to hold on to a dream anymore. I want to hold on to my
roots, my origins, my family, my friends.

As a woman, I've been a singer, I've been—this has been my life...

KING: Since?
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DION: . Since, - 1?18 years, at least. But, I need to, my soul and my
heart needs to talk - 1eed to become a woman. I need simple things. 1
need to cook. I ped to walk in the rain a%ec natures and maybe have
kids. Be at home w1th ene, travel the world, maybe, but as a tourist. Play
golf, have no pressure. Because, for 18 years.I've been a very, very disci-
plméd person, training my voice, only my voice, only my voice. No dairy
| d eating different types of7 food because when you sing it's a dif-

I want to do and I'm W%ndermg if I'm going to have enough time in two

years to do everything I want to do. But, at least two.

KING: Is it your decision?

DION: Well, it was our decision. It was my decision, but we talked
about it. We are a team. Rene and I...

KING: He's your manager and your husband, right?

DION: He is especially my husband and my second-half. Rene and I,
we're one. I've been married to my manager for almost five years, and he's
been married to his singer. And when he got ill not too long ago, for the first
time in my life I had two months off. We were supposed, we were supposed
to stop anyway, before this happened to him, before “The Titanic,” we were
supposed to take a year off, at least. And then “The Titanic” happened, and
then we postponed everything, keep posting everything.

But now, after what happened to him, it was another great reason why
to stop. But, two months, for the first time, I was with him, and I loved it.

KING: Did he readily agree to this two year hiatus??

DION: He cannot wait. He cannot wait.

KING: Because, if he's the manager, that means he's not working either,
for the two years, because he works with you.

DION: Exactly. He's not going to be working. We're going to be spend-
ing time together.

KING: You told me that last year. You like to sing.
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noticed a bump on the right side, in the plane. And I said, “Hon wmaybe
because you still have that cold—when you swallow,” and I know a lot
about neck, here. And I said, “Let me press that.” I said, “Does it hurt”?
He said no. I said, “Let me touch the other side.” And I was expecting a
bump on the other side, like a sore throat or something. I said, “Don't worry
about it. Let's wait until tomorrow.” I was a little concerned about it, but I
didn't make a story of it. I just forgot about it. The next day he saw a doctor
who came at the hotel just for a checkup.

KING: Where was this?

DION: In Dallas. And the doctor said, “It doesn't look so good.” So,
we got nervous about it. We went to bed and the next day I had a show. I
can't remember where the show was. 1 was touring and he was supposed to
come with me, but he went to see the doctor and I went to meet him...

Rene said to me, “I want you to go on with the show tonight.” Of
course, | wanted to be with him so badly, but I didn't want to put more pres-
sure on him, because we still didn't know what it was. And I kept thinking
positive and I said, “OK, I'm going to do the show. You do a good show,
too, right here. I'm coming back.”

KING: OK. You do the concert, back to the hospital. They do the
biopsy*.

DION: And then, the next day, in the morning, they let us know that

6 O »uTFikamy
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it's cancer.
KING: How did they tell you that?
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After my concert, when I joined him back at the hospital, we were with
a couple of friends. And then at one point he said to me, go to bed, you
know, like, you have shows to do. I want you to rest. I stayed with him, I
think, around, till three or four in the morning. And then Pierre Lacroix one
of our friends, he stayed at the hospital with Rene and I went back to the ho-
tel. And Coco, his wife, she came to the hotel with me. And she said, “See,
everything is OK. Don't worry about it.” So, I slept for a couple of hours
and then she woke me, like maybe three hours later. She took my face and
said, “Your husband needs you. We just got the news.” It was bad news, but
when she said to me my husband needs me, I knew it was not going to be
good news, and I never got dressed so fast in my whole life.

KING: What's your first reaction to hearing that? Do you fear the
worse?

DION: I remember my body all shaking. But I didn't cry. [ was not
frustrated. 1 was not angry. I couldn't wait to get to the hospital and to com-
fort him. Everybody thought I was probably going to fall on the floor and just
go crazy, they were there to support me. And I don't know why, but I felt so
strong.

KING: How did you react, then, to all these tabloids and, he's dying,
he's got a day to live, and Celine rushes in the waking hours, last rites.

DION: I don't pay attention to this at all. I don't need to follow this. I
don't need to read this.

KING: How quick, how long after that did they do the surgery?

DION: The next day. They did two times. They opened, they checked it
out, they said it's bad. And the next, actually, within 24 hours they cleaned it
up nicely again, to make sure there's nothing left.

KING: Was there a period of time, though, after the surgery, where
there's a lot of worry?

DION: The doctors he had, Rene, were unbelievable. They were very
positive and they said, “We cleaned it up. There's nothing more. It's clean.
He has nothing. Don't worry about it. Get out of here. You're OK. You can
walk. Get out of here.”

And T've got to tell you, it's been — a lot of people go through this,
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OK. We're not the first people and, unfortunately, not the only ones. But, it's,
I got to tell you, Larry, only positive things came out of this thing.
KING: Only positive? You got closer to him?
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