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OTTAWA, THE CAPITAL
OF CANADA

At a point on the between Ontario and
Quebec®three rivers lowing from the south there
is the gentle %& ed by ‘@ for
its cm'ta1n~hke@b from the north there is the Ga-
tineau, river of power andoth of these ri-
vers flow into the Ottawa, an Indian word for “it car-
ries”. This was the river t}{at carried explorers,@s‘—
ionariegd and fur traders to the interior. On its ¢ lffsl
now stand the Gothic Towers of Canad*s parh

Because it was a meeting place %‘gg and west,
of English and French, the){s’l/ wes ¢ n as capital
of the young nation by Queen Victoria in 1857. When
thhe aichiteets of ConfedeigMER® met here a century

e U i 8

ago in the first pariiament, the little city became even

more representative of a nation that stretches from
@ sea. B114

When Newfoundland® joined Canada in 1949, the
last blank shicld at the base of the Peace Tower was
emblazoned. The facades on the old building of lower
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town have seen the village become a_cosmopolitan city,
the center of Canada’s diplomatic life,

When a representative of a foreign country arrives
in Canada, his first official visit is to _the Governor
General at Rideau Hall. On these occa’g?ons the state
carriage is escorted by the Royal mMounted
Police. —

Across Sussex Drivé:from Rideau Hall, is the resi-
dence of the Prime Mi;ﬁster _The Shateau Laurier® in
its half century has becn 1;he scene of historic gather-
ings and ¢ giong's throw, away is the mémorial to Ca-
nadian heroes of two world _wars, In 1951 the Parlia-
ment of Canada invited Jacquas Greber, a world re-
Rowned city planner, to w a master plan for the
orderly development of the capital of this great and
gmwing‘nat’o;}‘.v In 1959, the National Capital Cprﬁinis{
sion was established with representatives from every
province ton\"hin the development of the national
capital region‘in order that the character of the seat of
the government of Canada might be in accordance with
its national gignificance, Qe

On the shore of the Ottawa River, a cluster of Fe-
deral laboratories and offices have been built and some
government buildings are relocated to improve the w
of traffic and to give them adeguate settings. The adm-
inistrated head-quarters of Canadian Broadeasting
Corperation and the Federal departments of puhlic
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works and postal services stand now on the southern
edge of the city. Farther south, beyond the city lim-
its, Ottawa’s new International Airport links the
capital by jet with other capitals of the world.

A new railways%rminay in the eastern end of the
city is only minutes away from any part of the urban
area, as new bridges, jointly\f_i_n_a;n_c_:y’ by Federal, pro-
vincial and municipal governments, span the rivers. A

new City Hall rises on a green j§s| (n the Rideau
1o\néw develop-

River. :buildings give

ments. In som » the\romanti¢/past is preservetl and
:ej_gr,bis_l@//(}radually urhan. decay js eliminated. High
rise offices and apartmerit huildings go up faster than
old buildings disappear, as the city ;s itself and
provides living and working space fo‘:iﬁ increasing
population of Oitawa.

Cutting across the busiest streets and bypassing
major traffic areas, a new Quuen’s Way makes it
worth-whilg to drive a sports car in Ottawa,definitely
worth-while. ~—r%

The Capital is not a large city, but it is a nice
city jve in. There is a cool and comfortable shop-
ping , a block from the parliament buildings where
ﬁg{‘asumer’s morning the guard is changed to the

rri sic of a military band. The city echoes the
pageantry of its past.

Below the Peace Tower, stand imposing buildings
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where the business of Canada is carried on—-the Jus-
tice Building, The Bank of Canada and The Department
of Veteran’s Affairs, and The Department of La-
bour, the Supreme Court,the new National Library and
Public Archives, and nearby the garden of provinces
where people can relax in the sun. And all the year
round the flowers of provinces brighten the sandstone
walls®.

The N% % {s the nation’s greatest gardener.
Spring-time eMes 1n the ’ -

Along the driveways a{m of‘ fulips greets
the visitor.

The rgﬁﬁgy’ byword outdoor market hums with
activity under the shadow of Parliament Hill.

The Ridesu Canal Widens into/ Dow's Lake where

sail boatSngkiny'the <ippleé within the city limits. And
half a mile away the Rideau River. over the
Prince of Wales Falls. Above the falls, the beach of
Mooney’s Bay is an arc of, enjoyment.
RN @ the Quebec shore of the Ottawa River, Ribeff
Park commemnrates the early missionaries and the ex-
plorers who used the' very path to portage their, canoes
past the Chaudiere Falls. . St

A parkway follows the shore of this historic wa-
ter way. Even a sports car driver likes to foel the

?f-::te;y@ &1& m the river and the soft ground beneath his

. 4 o



. Vincent Massey Park is o; the world’s finest
urban parks. An important @ﬁ% of the master plan
is the green belt which prevents the growth of the
city to a_sprawling unmanageable size. Pastoral scenes
in the Dominion Experimental Farm and space for re-
creation a few steps from city ~pavements:” The Gati
neau Park is an area of 88 thousand acres, maintained
by the National Capital Commission, a wedge of wild-
erness and lakeland that penetrates almost to the heart
of the national capital.

Within twenty-three miles of the Parliament Build-
ing is the Lac Phillips in a park. Visitors can spend
a holiday on a canvas on the very edge of the forest.

The Gatineau parkway leads to a wonderful world,
a world of changing seasons.

Here at the %onfluence-'of three rivers, at the
meeting place of east and west, rise the spires of
Canada’s Gapital, peacefule watching over the
gateway to the northern half of our continent.

WOL %

g&w WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS)

; on/w}’b“ Zﬂf
border n. mﬁ,u}%‘g wer n. i}
fall(s) n. #% pulpwood n. K¥ERK
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missionary n. {8+
fur n. B
interior n[ ommm

t
Gothice adj. j) %n&

parliament
queen n. %8, 8
arcmtecuﬁk ﬁwﬁ, ik

rehwbish v. EEEN
decay n. B, Big
elimiﬁg}e v. R

bypass v. S8t

shopping mall ’ﬁﬂ%
echo v. E%, HEAHA
pageantry n. H:M
imposing adj. F¥ 28y

confederatlon n. #ﬁ/bn ﬁes\{ veteran n. BHEHEA, HE
shieldn &, HIE, ;ﬂ,“’"ﬁ”‘ \gEie

ﬁ?’a@ i a‘g.;;m s
bk

cosmopohtan adj. it K87,
jcgg {()ZMJ p?utg”‘
embas: y n. {ﬁmk*“ }
governor general 4%
carriage n. B % 0.
escort v. %, FERE i t
¥:) stonéﬁé throw -~ %

memorxaln ga,/—gm{ ",
mnowned %d Fx0N

with &
A—g |0 |
cluster n\v\--ﬁ,, —#ow

relocate v} HHERE

1o § e

" archive (s) n. %, PE

!
relax v. WA, KB
gardener n. @7
driveway n. L8
tulip n. WEF
byword n. R @&, B
S R 1PN 1
hum v. FEWESR
skim v. #%BES
ripple n. %
tumble v. BE, BB
arc n. B
portage v. (HHILE K
Bl #HnARA
canoe 7. JARF;
sprawling adj. Fit R ¥
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pastoral adj. W ¥j#y confluence n. il FiYiC &K
wedge n. Y spire n. ##4:
lac n. (§EiE) =lake sentinel n. B+
canvas n. > BiME, M
Hotr Kv%%
" X # B

(NOTES TO THE TEXT)

@ Ontario and Quebec —- EXBMBLAANEXRKHFEA

%4,

Rideau— 3%, #% screen, curtain,

Champlain ——Samuel de Champlain, XEERE. B

HREAHNRAKERER, ~A-SEXNEBX % H # 7Y

®, ~A=EE+-RB-+H A,

@ Confederation —— M@ KBS, %412 M im Ak AR M A Dt
B KKRE, SRS FNASSAFTAREN. —ARN
LERKNER AR

® Newfoundland — @24, HEHF LS (RERS LGN
HAF2H) MFEHPHER. SHBRIXBEANB R 2 AR
W, BERGRHEESLUABSPBEANBN &!A.&
ZRBE-AMAMEXH S H,

® Shateau Laurier — — & A # %,

@ Vbrighten the sandstone walls— R NEPEH 1405 %.

® NCC— National Capital Commission METEER S,

® B
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(COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS)

1. On which river did the explorers, missionaries and
fur traders come into the interior}

2. In which year did Queen Victoria choose Ottawa
to be the capital of this young nation?

3. When a representative of a foreign country arrives
in Ottawa, who does he visit firste

4. What 1s the responsibilities of the National Capi-
tal Commission?

5. Why weren’t all the out-dated buildings pulled
down?

6. Where is the Parliament Building situated?

7. How far is the cool and comfortable shopping mall
from the Parliament?

8. What is the total area of the Gatineau Park?
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