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Study of Sino — Korean Sea Association and Immigrants
during the Late Ming Dynasty and the Early Qing Dynasty
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SUMMARY

The following article concerns the studies of the Sino — Korea
sea communication between Liaodong Peninsula, Shandong Penin-
sula and Korea Peninsula, and that of the social activity, mainly
patriarchal clan, of the adherents of Ming Dynasty at Korea.

There maintains a very close connection between China and
Korea from the angle of history, culture and modem society as
well . At past, the land and sea communications between China and
Korea existed at the same time, while land was the dominant
means. In the duration of the declining of Ming Dynasty and the
beginning of the Qing Dynasty, with the rise of the Later Jin King-
dom, the relationship between Ming Dynasty, Korea and Later Jin
Kingdom, which was the Qing Dynasty later, and their political
status met an abrupt tum. The abrupt turn of the political situation
not only changed the Sino — Korea route of communication, but also
turned the former exclusive tribute pass into a way of migration.
The war of east of Liaoning made a great number of Han people

‘migrated to Korea. With their settlement in Korea, this group of
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Han people formed an migration community. The Korean govern-
ment adopted a very positive tolerant attitude towards Chinese im-
migrants. The Chinese immigrants also made great contribution to
the development of Korean theory and culture.

Thus, this article deals with the following topics with the his-
torical background from the 1592 Japanese Invasion to the Return
of the Great Emperor Fenglin: the change of political situation of
east of Liaoning in the declining years of 16th century and the first

half of the 17th century; the evolution of the communication be-
tween Ming Dynasty and Korea; the immigrants of Ming Dynasty
and the attitude of Korean government towards them; the patriar-
chal clan activity of the Ming immigrants and their descendants;
the historical background before this period and the influence after
that.

First of all, this article studies the political situation and the
resume of sea communications of Liaoning in the period of the re-
placement of the Ming Dynasty and the Qing Dynasty. In ancient
society, the communication between two countries was based on
the relation of tributes paying and taking. In Ming Dynasty, the
Sino — Korea communication was carried out only in the form of
tributes paying and taking. After the reign of Emperor Chengzu of
Ming Dynasty the tributes routes was determined on land. There-
fore, in a long run of the first half of Ming Dynasty, the sea com-

munication was basically canceled. In the duration the delining
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years of the Ming Dynasty, the rise of Later Jin Kingdom at east
Liaoning not only resulted in the resume of the sea communication
| but also caused a subtle change in the relationship between Ming
Dynasty, Korea and Later Jin Kingdom.

Secondly, this article studies the migration of Ming’ s refu-
gees and adherebts to Korea at the replacement of the Ming Dynas-
ty and the Qing Dynasty. The war of east Liaoning and the devel-
opment of the sea communication caused a new upsurge of migra-
tion of that time. The people migrated to Korea at that time can be
divided into four groups. The first group was the remains of the
Ming’ s army, which entered Korea to resist the invasion of Japa-
nese in 1592, and their descendants. This group of people was
called the remains. The second group was a great number of refu-
gees of east of Liaoning, with the rise of the Later Jin Kingdom,
who migrated to Korea through the Pi Island, when Mao Wenlong
was fight a guerrilla warfare at the coastal areas and the Pi Island
from 1620 to 1629. The thired group was the Han people taken to
Korea by the Korea nobles, who was captured by the Qing’ army,
on their back. The forth group was the people who migrated to Ko-
rea with the purpose of resistance the regin of Qing Dynasty. In
this article the first, the third and the forth group of immigrants are
all called as adherents , for they and their grandparents and par-
ents were of great position and with a strong belief of anti ~ Man

nationlity . That is to say the immigrants of Ming Dynasty was com-
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posed mainly of the adherents and refugees, This article provides a
statement for the sorts, the origin; the route, the distingguishing
feature, and the reason of migration.

Thirdly, this article studies the partriarchal community of the
Chinese refugees and the adherents and the immigration policy of
Korea government, and provides separaue statements towards the
following topics: the background, content, and influence of the
tolerant policy of Korea government towards Ming adherents; the
honoring and worshipping ancestors activities of the adherents; the
activities of the adherents to remember the Ming Dynasty and their
family tree and the family instrution.

The main reason of the refugees and adherents, ;vho main-
tained very strong political atmosphere, migration to Korea was the
conflict of the polical and ethical attitude and the way of life be-
tween the Han people and the Man people. This article specially
distinguishes the difference between the refugees and adherents
and their influence respsctively, and analyzes the adherents’ com-
munity from the angle of their attitude, their worship, their reli-
gious life, and their relation with the local people and the local
government . . Most of the refugees became the Xianghua people,
while the adherents kept their own cultural feature and won the re-
spect and protect of the Korea government in the process of making
themselves acceptable to the local community. They were respect-

fully called “the people from the empire”. This is one of the dis-
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tinguishing differences comparing with the south Asian area. While
 the other difference is the Chinese immigrants obtains very weak
power in modern Korea. Obviously the policy of Korea government
towards Chinese immigrants failed. What is the reason? This arti-
cle will give a further discussion and point out the direction of next
step.

The China center struture of N‘orth — east Asia has already
been substituted by the nationlization. Today, thus, the situation
of east Liaoning is very similar with that of the same area during
the replacement of Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty. Because of
the existence of PRK, the land communication between China and
Korea was banned. After the establishment of diplomatic relations,
the two countries utilized the Dalian of the east of Liaoning Prov-
ince and Weihaiwei of Shandong Province, which was already used
in the Ming and Qing Dynasties to fulfill the sea communication.
The non — offical connection is more and more common. Thus
apart from the scientific significance, the studies of China — Korea
communication and migration may make some contributions to the

solution of the modern problems.
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