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Prelude

Time flies so quickly after the architectural catalogue titled The Heritage Architecture of Shanghai (Changning District II ), was published
by the Changning Local Body by the end of last year. And I don't expect that just within so short interval, its sequel, Excellent
Architecture of Modern Times in Shanghai: Changning District II, has been presented to readers, with the smell of printing ink lingering around
the new book.

It is a mere coincidence that both catalogues include forty—seven sites of excellent modern architecture; the sites in the first catalogue were
enlisted in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Lists of Excellent Architecture of Modern Times in Shanghai, and those in the second catalogue were in the 4th
List. The publishing of the 4th List has doubled the number of historical buildings in Changning District, which, to some extent, reflects
Changning's cultural heritage roll in Shanghai and its status in the city's development. Without Changning District, Shanghai cannot boast its fame
as a metropolis exhibiting versatile architectural styles of modern times introduced from foreign countries.

Today, we are very glad to see that people's knowledge of cultural heritage has been upgraded to an unprecedented high level. Most people share
a common understanding that to preserve the cultural heritage during the fast, large—scale urban development is a must in order to keep our City's
culture and history. There are still a few people, however, who really understand the importance of our cultural heritage, and are fully aware
of cultural heritage protection. Intentional misdeeds to damage our cultural heritage are seen here and there. It is our sincere hope that there will
be more publications to introduce the City's cultural heritage, such as this catalogue, and to provide more opportunities for citizens as well as our
friends to know about the city, love the city, and finally stop those misdeeds.

The catalogue is highly commendable for its meticulous compilation. More and more publications on Shanghai's modern—times architecture are
being or to be published, among which some are profound academic monographs that is inaccessible for ordinary readers, and some are coarsely
done with padded pictures aimed to attract superficial readers, and some are even made up, relaying erroneous information to readers. The book,
deemed a perfect co‘r;;ination of nice pictures and a plain text, reflects the writer's precise academic attitude. As it is also translated in English,
the book will surely attract readers from both at home and abroad.

What writers and editors have done is definitely a beneficial course worth merit, praise and admiration, as said in the preface of the last

catalogue. It is my sincere hope that the readers of this catalogue like it and benefit from it.

Wu Jiang
Written at Green Garden, Tongji University
Dated the 25th Sept. 2005

Wu Jiang is a professor and doctorate tutor of Tongji University and Vice Director of Shanghai Administration of Urban Planning.
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Preface

he 4th List of Excellent Modern Architecture in Shanghai has been publicized in 1995 upon the approval of Shanghai Municipality; in
Tthis list, Changning District contributes forty—seven cultural heritage houses. Following the catalogue the Best Historic Buildings in
Shanghai: After Changning District published in December 2005, we have worked hard on relevant documentaries and takien photos of
enlisted houses, especially on those alongside Honggiao Road, Xinhua Road, Yuyuan Road, Huashan Road, Jiangsu Road, and etc. This
catalogue, titled Excellent Architecture of Modern Times in Shanghai: Changning Disctrict II is the sequel of The Best Historic Buildings in
Shanghai: Changning District.

The history underlying in these houses is an important component of Shanghai History. Many of such houses were constructed from 1920s
to 1930s after the concession authority had roads built over the borderline by the local and foreign real estate companies, in order to meet
the residential needs of various classes. With the growth of economy, culture and etc. in Shanghai, a number of new—styled lilong houses,
apartment buildings and detached garden villas were constructed in Changning, which include Yuyuan Townhouses on Yuyuan Road, foreign
lanes on Xinhua Road and Fanyu Road, Paragon Garden Villas on Huashan Road, Moon Villas on Jiangsu Road, and Villa of American
Oriental Banking Corporation on Honggiao Road. Garden villas alongside Hongqgiao Road were owned by either tycoons, high—ranked officers
or officials in 1930s for vacation use, in order to avoid the hustle and bustle of downtown. Each villa, of unique style, has a spacious garden.
Villa of Shanghai Times is of typical English style, and 127 Fanyu Road was designed by the famous Hungarian architect L. E. Hudec for
his own residence. Other superb design works include Garden Villas of the Kungs on 2258 and 2260 Honggiao Road. As many people moved
in to the concession area, many other architectural forms, such as sanatoria and schools, emerged gradually, which include the St. Maria Girls
School on Changning Road, the Blind Children's School on Honggiao Road, the Honggiao Sanatorium on Yili Road, and the Christian
Sanitarium on Hami Road.

Rows upon Rows of houses are standing alongside Xinhua Road, Yuyuan Road, Huashan Road, and Hong Qiao Road, of various styles,
including English, German, Spanish or French houses. They constitute the city together with roads and landscaping areas, thus to cultivate
a characteristic civilian culture in Changning, as part of Shanghai—School Architecture. In a word, the excellent modern architecture inside
Changning District has made the concrete history in Shanghai, from which we see glories and declines, heated struggles among different
camps, and difficulties in Shanghainese's life. Following the way that our forefathers went through, it will be surely beneficial for us to hold
the memory as well as retrospect our past, which will guide and teach us on our future road.

This catalogue has witnessed the effort made to protect and preserve some houses announced in the 4th List, through which we hope a
solid historical and cultural background can be revealed and carried on in Changning while it proceeds fast to the goal of being an
international city zone. We hope that people living in Changning will not only be able to enjoy the material civilization of the current society,
but also be immersed in Chinese cultural heritage.

Hereby we would like to clarify, that the work we've done on the houses included in The 4th List of Excellent Architecture of Modern

Times in Shanghai is not only for today but also for the future, which boasts comprehensive information, rich content, and verified facts.

The Author

Dated April 2006
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