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Abstract

The research of chivalry has just started in China, and more
and more scholars are getting interested in this field. Not only
did chivalry contain rich contents, but it was also an important
part of the society in the Middle Ages, and it had great impact on
the history of Western Europe. In the past, we were used to ob-
serving the Western history from theoretical perspective with a
focus on the economic status, the relationship of class, and the
structure of government and so on, but not enough attention was
given to the study of the group of knight. There are many rea-
sons for this academic phenomenon, but the most important one
was that we did not clarify the conception of the knight and chiv-
alry and mistook knight for aristocrat, so we were apt to think
that accounting for the aristocrat we could understand the prob-
lem of knight. This is why we can find many people study aristo-
crat and few regard knight. Actually, knight and aristocrat are
different conception, and though main member of knights were
aristocrats in the Middle Ages, they were two different social
groups. We ought to make the distinction since knights played
an important role on the medieval stage. Generally speaking,
knights including many members from the king to common lord,

were swordsmen, lords, bureaucracies, and they constructed the



knightly system—chivalry, which was an important part of me-
dieval society of Western Europe.

Knights lived approximately from the early eighth century
through the early seventeenth century which witnessed the
birth, development and decline of chivalry in a course of 900 .
years, The precondition of chivalry was life of knights that in-
cluded both the history of knights and the extensive spectrum of
their life. As for the question “what is chivalry?” we have not
found an identical answer yet in academe. From the stance of
historic materialism, however, 1 see that chivalry is a complex
wherein the entire life experience of a knight interweaved the
economic system, individual relationship, moral code, and ideas
with military achievements. Chivalry consisted of the economy,
politics, military affairs, judicature, social life, ideas and culture
and it offers us a perspective to review Western medieval society.

The life of knights refers not only to their daily life, but al-
so to their life of the army, politics, mentality and culture.
Knights lived by a special life style in which the military affairs
played a central role. This life was related to knights’ behavior
that was extensively engaged in social activities. The great many
contents of chivalry depended on the life of knights that limited
and affected the entire medieval social life style.

The existence of knights had a close relation with the econo-
my, and so was the rise and fall of chivalry. Military demand
gave rise to the establishment of fief system which was the major

economic source of chivalry though some knights lived on patron-
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age of their lords, some on mercenary and some others on allodi-
um. The relationship between knights and economy exerted im-
portant effects on medieval economic development.

The fief system constructed the internal relationship of chiv-
alry, which determined the military relation, administrative and
judicatory relation, principal and subordinate relation, and per-
sonal relation among knights, These relations were an important
part of medieval society, and were the kernel content of army,
government, and judicatory. The medieval politics had thus
strong military colors.

Recognized by all knights were some common codes that
consisted of restricted religious faith, disciplined military service
and controlled moral behavior. Discipline required in military
service was the primary matter for knights’ behavior though the
codes were imbued with Christian ideas. Knights had the ability
to transform social conventions, and their moral codes had
strong impact on the social fashion in the Middle Ages.

Knights had created their own culture and chivalry literature
was a major part of it. The chivalrous spirit as a soul of their idea
was fully presented in the chivalrous literature. The prowess and
loyalty were the quality of being prominent in the soul. The
chivalrous culture was a carrier of the spirit, and the spirit had
been affecting Western culture for a long time.

Chivalry characterized the medieval society with obvious
military quality and serviceman’s temperament, which made a

sharp contrast to the scholar-bureaucrats in Chinese ancient his-



tory. This contrast will provide us explanations to the great
many differences existed in the courses of historical development

and cultural contents,

Key Words Western Europe The Middle Ages Knight
Chivalry



E—Hy WMERBASHEE

V20 42 TO SR AR Z B covverrenrernre e eee e e e
P9 .20 M 42 80 4E AR DL JE vvvemeneremrmnmemeenetcnntvninnnsansenes
R A EE AT e e e e
e A BRI e
B I - S

it

i

I

11
17
21
25
26
34
48
61
70

v 71

75
81



2 it s ERR

E_BS WIHEEELART

F A i B T P 1o
e BEARBE I ee e eee e e e e e e 80
el 0 - I R
= | S OO Ce3 |
U= - PP 1o )
T A - P B & |

BRI BRI e e 116
_ﬂ%fﬁgﬁiﬁﬁﬁ%#.;mmmmmmmmmm“H7
L HEFEF AT woeerevenervnesee sreentnne o s e see e eee e e ere e eenn e 117

B F R e e e eeeees 130
DU SR B B 4 7R vemeeeervestnnerennnrsiieteeeiee it e ees 136

BT B LRI R v veerrrernreiieneire i 145
— VEEY B LR e e ena e ees 145
SR E B E R e e e eee oo 156
TUEMEE e e e 162

BB B AT LI e oo eer e eee e e ees e eeeeeeen 170
— I B VTG coenvererrneren e e e eee e 179
TOATHHUI ceverrremrereteme e e e 186

i

St



D= -1 O
BT B AT e eee e,

- 212

- 214

I = R

wese 234

—rere 238

2. B

F=8S BWEXHERESER

FINE WS EREE e,

ZEFRIY e

[T A
BB B ERER e eeeenne
i 7% (= [T UPRR

192

- 198
v 204
e 211

211

225

- 230

230

ceee 249

- 249
verieen 959
ceee 265

- 270

- 276

.. 282
e 282

282
290

- 293
- 294



4 iR RIBERS

G BREIRIR o evevrmmer it et e e et e e e 301
ZUB A TAAE T v e et e e e 303

gg‘%ﬁ,}_g ]""J/‘Eﬂ LT D T I A I/

JE T v ore e o r e i i e e e e e e e s ee 342



E—En

i RS E X






H—F P

BLREERPHESHSHERRR WL EHARNFERRT
LB B L S L RUEA U P IR AT BUA VEH
HEERE BEXMMPRETEREMA - MA. BLHESTHFE
WAEXTTEIRE R AL S BRI . KT 7 B 4 A Kl B &Y B
ROTHEBIENFRFBREEZ ANNER, I HCH —LEE
MXERLAERAMAERD., Rifi, STEF ORI, REHTR
Al 8 BRI 25 . 7 07 2 3 Xt i B MBI A 0L SR RBUR =, W
B3R A A DL R X AR ST SO R A 18 KR 9 R AR, B
MEEER. REML. RIVMHTNECHES BRI TG I 2
HOME BEESRMNBCTFENHRAMANR. A THENH
FRELHEFAR  ALEEEAMAFTERARWARERLNTT
FFSIHT , I 2E E A B ORI 22 RS

—. LA

XTI+ A L BB SR BT 8 B B i e B B R F
BEHEHEEMEREZH AWM E, - RHSALABRHER
IS MY, —RB T CEURKBRB L MR E. IR
ZHMBHETRERES, BEHF » % (Ramon LUDE R T 13 HALK

O RAEEFELFEATFHCH TSR (HAH &) 2006 55 4 1.



