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This beautifully illustrated volume is humbly dedicated to those devoting
themselves to preserving the splendid Chinese cultural heritage.
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Preface

Zheng Shiling

The 21% century is that of cities, which is the core of a country as
they are the symbol of culture embracing space, time, ideology, tradition
and values. Cities mean life and the embodiment of social advancement,
mode of production and life style. The process of development of cities is
the major component of human civilization. As the illustrious component
part of the metropolitan Shanghai, Xuhui traces the glorious history of its
modernization and foretells the bright future of its development.

In the last decade in particular, Xuhui has witnessed fundamental
changes in urban development and social economy. As one of the sub-
centers of Shanghai, Xuhui offers as a form in developing towards a
cosmopolitan city in Shanghai. Xuhui stands as one of the best city
towns in improving the quality of both urbanization and architecture in
Shanghai, and Xuhui has become the type of the most active international
metropolis. As the urban construction and environment concentrate on
quality and structural development, Xuhui has made a great stride in
protecting the living surroundings. Improvement of urban environment
and living quality has made Xuhui a bright pearl among international
metropolis and has good reputation as the “Golden Xuhui”. Xuhui owes
her brightness not only to her economic prosperity and achievements in
construction of today but also to her aged culture.

A historical building is the crystallization of sociopolitis, economy
and culture, the materialization of life style, and the look forward to the
future and the treasure of the city legacy. In history of Xuhui, Zi-ka-wei
was then within the jurisdiction of Huating County through the years of
the Tang and Song dynasties, and became one of the cultural centers of
Shanghai. Having suffered the vicissitudes of history, Zi-ka-wei has now
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