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8 Unit One

Countries Around the World

By the end of this unit, the learners are required to grasp the following:

I. Listening Comprehension: Dialogues, Conversations and Spot Dictation
II. Communicative Function: Go Sightseeing

III. Selected Reading: Countries Around the World

Key Words and Phrases

1. Words
broad—broaden—broadness immigrant—immigrate—immigration
origin—original—originally prosper—prosperous—prosperity
exclude—excluding—exclusive  major—majority
mdustxywmdusmal . extend—extensive e
suit—suitable commumcate-commumcat10n——commm1cat10nal
2. Phrases
make up of suit... to... different from such... as...
ne L u usual ’ except for be located in o cling to
give... accessto..  be concerned about be known for be committed to

IV. Reading Skills (Scanning for Specific Information)

V. Practice and Improvement
Reading Skills: Speed Reading and Cloze Procedure
Translation Skills: Phrases and Structures
Writing Skills: Sentence Patterns and Letters of Invitation

—_



Text A

1. The Commonwealth of Australia is made up of six states.
be made up of H----- ZH A% consist of
e.g. Are all animal bodies made up of cells?

It 7 3 4 ) 5 Ak AR ST o 4 4R R A4 7D 7
A basketball team is usually made up of 12 players and a coach.
BHRAREFTAZY 12 ZRRfo— 1 LR,
2. Australia, with the total area of 7, 686, 900 square kilometers which is about the same as that of
the continental United States (excluding Alaska), is the world’s largest island and the smallest
continent.
exclude v. AEFE HERR-----7ESb  toprevent from being included, considered, or accepted
e.8. We can’t exclude the possibility that Tom will fail in the exam again.
MR EH R AL — R KRB T

excluding prep. notincluding

e.g. Five persons spoke at the meeting excluding me.
BB A, EHEAAELLEZTE,

exclusive adj. (of) not including sb./sth.

e.g. The ship had a crew of 48, exclusive of officers.
MEARR ABA ROKEE,

exclusion n. the act of excluding sb./sth.

e.g. His exclusion from the club hurt him very much.
1R R BRAT A R A IR A

3. The three natural regions extend as broad bands from north to south across the continent.
extend v. #EK;4k%E to stretch or spread (sth.) out to greater or fullest length
e.g. The manager extended our holiday by three days.

ZEEAMNGBREKRT =X,

The wet weather extended into May.

BMERNAORAELREAN,
broad adj. TR, H;ILFEM TR wide; spacious
e.g. a broad river % KT

broad shoulders % 18 & A

broad plains )~ & #-F &

a broad lawn — K FF 8 &4 3 3%

4. Most Australians live near the coast, mainly in the southeast, south, and southwest, where the
climate and soil are best suited to their needs.




suit... to... ffi----- BEA to make sth./sb. appropriate for sth./sb.
e.g. Suit your style of writing to the masses.
Rt 28 B X AR,
Peter would be ideally suited to the job.
BAFBOXR THFAERET
5. They look little different from cities in other parts of the English-speaking world and are
often compared with such British cities as London and Edinburgh.

different from 5T - y FHeenees A[E  unlike

e.g. My opinion is quite different from yours.
H U EFRG AR,
Our two sons are very different from each other.
HAEFAILTF — EILERE,

such... as... &Aoo Ao B —BER e of a kind that; like

e.g. In this way, you may improve such abilities as reading ability and writing ability.
XA RTARG WA BHEXERS,
She doesn’t like such students as Tom and John.
R E KRG EF L XA F A

6. Attendance of more than 100,000 is not unusual at an Australian Rules football grand final.
not unusual FFIEFEN, HREE, ¥ W not rare; usual
e.g. It is not unusual for women to have a career now.

Rk RERFFHFE,
It is not unusual for the old man to get up at 5 o’ clock in the morning.
SHXAZEARKTR S SARELRBRFLGFE,

7. Although the great majority of Australians live in cities among skyscrapers, automatic
plants, and other busy facilities, there are still lands in the north and center occupied only by
the aborigines (¥ A | W + 3 & ), Australia’s first inhabitants, many of whom still cling to
their Stone Age culture.
majority n. ¥, K¥ the greater number or part major
e.g. The great majority of students love sporting games.

BRXERFEZFHRFESD,
The great majority of magazines in this library are out-of-date.
BB FEHGLR S HRERLEINT,
Australia’ s major landforms are low plateaus and broad, level plains.
BMAAEHEITEZRBREARRARARKGHZRARRERE F2GFR,
occupy v. 1¥i# ;5% todwell or reside in
occupation n. A ;B possession
e.g. Nobody will occupy that empty house.
BAEANRELEMITZEET A,
Every soldier knows the significance of military occupation of this small town. 3

HEALEHRAOEF S RERGEL,



cling to v. fKH, #KE;B+FF hold on; stick to
e.g. Try hard to cling to the rope to keep from falling.
RAMNEBTALET X,
Clinging to outdated customs will prevent us from making progress.
EFHAL Y ARMNBAFRY
8. The difference between country and city living is rapidly disappearing as communications
bring the city closer to the country and give the country easier access to the city.
communication n. IR (FE) ameans of communicating
communicate v. 5,3 to exchange information, news, ideas, etc. with sb.
e.g. All communication with the east has been stopped by the earthquake.
5 K3t —hn B 3 B RE R P,
Communication with other countries was difficult during the telephone and postal
strike.
Rl TAZETHNE, L & E el iR B,
They often communicate with each other via e-mail.

A 2% Bt b F R AR

give... access to... % WL, HEF--- e A have the chance / right to do sth.
e.g8. The queen will give nobody access to her today.
* EHRARRBLAEMTA,

A muddy track gives us the only access to that ancient castle.
—FRTDBABRAMNEE A EE ZRE Lo —EE
9. In spite of the increase in manufacturing and secondary industries, primary products are still
the largest source of export income, and the range of Australian pastoral and agricultural
industries is great.
increase n. 4N, MK K  the act of increasing vt. I, 1K to become greater
or larger
e.g. We’re afraid of a steady increase in temperature.
KM LBLEHFLEAE,
Crime is on the increase.
R YN )
Increase in population made birth control necessary.
AW RETHERTRALE,
His employer has increased his wages.
fowy B £ 36 T ey TF,
Our difficulties are increasing.
KM AR ST,
industry n. 7l commercial production and sale of goods 4Tl a specific branch of
manufacture and trade
e.g. the cotton and woolen industries %% T ik



But when industry became more important than agriculture in American life, families
became smaller.

AR EXBAMAEFTTE TR RELEAFTEN REXKFHENT,

industrial development T 3% J&

industrial pollution T b5 3

Uriit Onz

Because of industrialization, a typical family will be required to move even more often

than now, so families will be even smaller.

HF L, ER—HORRICAES D E AT TARRLE N,

I.  The political division of regions of Australia and its location. (Para. 1—2)
II.  Australia’s landforms and its climate. (Para. 3—4)

III.  Australian people—including its first inhabitants, and their life. (Para. 5—7)
Text B

1. Canada, with close to 10 million km?, is the second largest country in the world and it is
located on the North American Continent.
locate v. ffi----- {1VAS RETTELD to place at a certain location; station or situate
e.g. I cannot locate the shop.

KERBXREHE,

The new hospital will be located in the center of town.
X EREELET O,

Their factory is located at the foot of the mountain.
Hey T LEELBT,

2. This huge country borders the Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific Ocean, the Arctic Ocean, and the
United States of America, and it occupies nearly all of the north of the United States except
for Alaska to the west and a few small French islands.
border v. fl----- 3 to lie adjacent to the border of n. #13% aboundary
e.g. France borders Spain.

HEL HIE TR
Scotland borders England.
A Z e ER ZHR
More than 80 percent of Canadians live in towns and cities within 250 kilometres of
the United States border.
80%VA Lt pe B K AR A & £ B LI AR K 250 2 A a9 R4
except for FR7T - apart from S




e.g. The north Canadian coast is permanently icebound except for Hudson Bay which is only
Jrozen for 9 months of the year.
mERGILREARARLEE—FRAIMNAHES, RRRRLFAKTNE
£,

The girl is very beautiful except for her flat nose.
ARANERAR R , RARTR/T SL,

Except for one old lady, the bus was empty.
BARALT —BHERK,FHALAERRETN,

3. Canada, which is called “nation of immigrants,” is populated by people who have come
from every part of the world, and it is famous for its cosmopolitan multicultural cities and high
quality of life.
immigrant n. R aperson who leaves one country to settle permanently in another
e.g. Immigrants can’t work in the United States without a permit.

A £ B REAHTIE, B RARE A,

immigrate v. #/E;# R tocome and live permanently in a country after leaving your own

country

e.g. Britain immigrated many colonists to the New World.

XRERBARABER TH A,

immigration n. BE;BE A the process of coming to live permanently in a country

that is not your own

e.g. the immigration law # K.k

populate v. EAfIELE-;FFE;EET tolive in an area and form its population

e.g. The new land was quickly populated by the new settlers.

LR RETROABRFBERT,
creatures that populate the ocean depths 7% T X #F ¥ ko) L4

quality n JE#E; M, degree or grade of excellence

e.g. a watch of good quality uJR¥F65F &
products of poor quality uJRA&S 64 7 5

4. The population consists mainly of either Anglo-Canadian or French-Canadian descendants, with
34% of the population of British origin, 26% of French origin and 26% of other European
origin.
origin n. &  Ifi% aperson’s social and family background & JE;# K  the point

from which sth. starts; the cause of sth.

e.g. Many Americans are African by origin.

F L EBAREMNML,
The origins of some words are unknown.
X HRRERAANIN,

original adj. JREH),EWH ;FIEM existing at the beginning of a particular period,

process or activity




e.g. Who was the original owner of this house?
R B ST R EA?
This is the original painting, and these others are copies.
X & RAE, E A 2 B A&
5. Now through the Canadian Multiculturalism Act, the government encourages Canadians to

take pride in their language, religion and heritage and to keep their customs and traditions, as
long as they don’t break Canadian laws.
take pride in ). J1f8  be proud of
e.g. Some people love their work and take a great deal of pride in it.
FEA#Z O TH I FAs o) THEAMK,
She took great pride in her new home.
Wk B LA EAMK,
She took pride in her ability to speak many foreign languages.
WwhHe it EMHIREMRIAE,
6. Canada, which has lots of land and a small population, is also well known for its stunning
natural environment and most of the country is wild and unspoiled.
be well known for [ AT H  be famous for
e.g. The islanders are known for their hospitality.
LEHERAFER L,
This new theatre is becoming known for its good productions.
XRHAREA LR BGREFRIHE L,
7. Canadians are very concerned about environmental issues.
be concerned about H::& 1L, K. care about
e.g. I am very concerned about her.
REFHSR,
We are all concerned for/about her safety.
MK RARRC R Z 4,
8. But the Canadian government is fully aware that economic growth is crucial for the future
prosperity of Canada.
prosperity n. #Z¢ the condition of being prosperous
e.g. Peace brings prosperity.
o RER,
prosper v. to develop in a successful way
e.g. His company is prospering.
fo b 5] SLEER X
China is prospering with each passing day.
TEEAXRAD WA,
prosperous adj. [ rich and successful
e.g. a prosperous family & K 7
a prosperous business 3% HE &) F b
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9. Thus, the Canadian government is committed to “sustainable development,” which is
economic growth that does not harm the environment and helps people.

be committed to F T S BT be absorbed in; be devoted to
e.g. Nurses are committed to the care of the sick.
PERATRAGPEFL,

The writer was committed to his writing that he forgot everything around.

XA R ERBTEER,ETRAEN—I,

I. Canada’s geography and its major cities (Para. 1)
II. Canada’s climate in different regions (Para. 2)
III. Canada’s population and its languages (Para. 3)

IV. Canada’s natural environment and its “sustainable development” (Para. 4)

Key to Unit 1

Listening Comprehensi,?’!,

oA

Section A
1.C 2.A 3.C 4.B 5.B

Section B
6. A 7. A 8.C 9.C 10.C

Section C
11. the climate and soil 12. eighty-five percent
13. little different from 14. compared with

15. a good standard of living

Communicati

II. Conversation

Go Sightseeing
A: Where is the view?



>

>

quding ngnprehe

: It’s Guilin.
: When did you visit it?

: Ivisited it last year. Its fantastic scenery and cultural heritage attract millions of tourists each

year from both home and abroad.

: What do you think of it?

: Guilin is reputed as a city with “the most beautiful hills and rivers on earth.” And the name

matches the reality.

: What are its characteristics?

: It is said that Guilin is unique in four aspects: green mountains, lovely waters, strange caves

and charming rocks.

I. Answer the following questions.

1

. The Commonwealth of Australia consists of six states. They are New South Wales, Victoria,

Queensland, South Australia, Western Australia, and the island state of Tasmania.

2. Yes. New Guinea and South-East Asia are Australia’s nearest neighbours to the north.

. No. Australia is about the same area as that of the continental United States (excluding

Alaska).

4. Australia’s major landforms are low plateaus and broad, level plains.

13.

14

. The three natural regions are the Eastern Highlands, the Central Lowland, and the Western

Plateau.

. Because Australia lies in the southern hemisphere, winter comes in July and summer in

December. Australians spend their Christmas holidays sunbathing on the beach or swimming
in the ocean.

. Most Australians live near the southern coast, because the climate and soil there are best

suited to their needs.

. Life for most Australians is agreeable, because few are so poor that they cannot afford a

good standard of living.

. Yes, all Australians are eager sportsmen.
10.
11.
12.

Now the Australian aborigines live mainly inland and in the remote northern coastal areas.
No. Canada is the second largest country in the world.

Canada’s capital city is Ottawa. It doesn’t have the largest population in Canada. The
largest population is in Ontario with capital city of Toronto.

Yes. Canada has a continental climate which is arctic in the north and maritime near the
west coast, while near the US border a narrow strip has a moderate climate with cold
winters.

. No, Hudson Bay is only frozen for 9 months of the year.
15.

Much of the southern interior of Canada has high summer temperatures and long cold winters.

Uit On=
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16. Yes, the official languages in Canada are English and French.
17. The government encourages Canadians to take pride in their language, religion and heritage

and to keep their customs and traditions through the Canadian Multicuturalism Act.

18. Canada is well known for its stunning natural environment. Most of the country is wild and

unspoiled.

19. Yes, a healthy environment is important to quality of life.

20. The Canadian government is committed to “sustainable development,” which is economic

growth that does not harm the environment and helps people. This way, future Canadians
will have the opportunity to live happily in a country that is clean and prosperous.

Find the meaning of the words or expressions in Column (A) from those in Column
(B).

1.E 2.G 3.H 4.F 5.7

6.1 e 8.D 9.B 10. A

Complete the sentences with the given expressions, and change the form where
necessary.

1. be concerned about 2. not unusual

3. different from 4. clung to

5. Suit... to... 6. is known for

7. be located in 8. gives... access to...
9. except for 10. is made up of

Fill in the blanks with the words listed below, and be sure to use appropriate verb

forms and appropriate singular and plural forms for nouns.
1. has broadened, broadness, broad

2. immigrate, immigration; immigrant

3. is prospering, prosperous, prosperity

4. origin, original, originally

5. communications, communicate, communicational.

. Complete the following passage by using appropriate words listed below, and be sure

to use appropriate singular or plural forms for nouns.

1. located 2. borders
3. Excluding 4. occupied
5. population 6. growth

7. extends 8. majority
9. is threatening 10. prosperity



