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Xiangfan is a place gathering anima and gestating elites, located in the Northwest of Hubei Province, on the banks of the
Hanjiang River. Its geographical location has it perfectly placed to both north and south, with a thoroughfare leading to 7 Provinces.
Since the beginning of time, humans have populated the region of Xianghan. Boasting a “Base of Undertakings of the Emepror” as

“a strategic place for stable ruling. It has commanded central China for over 2 thousand years. With fertile soils producing an
abundance of food this combined with a magnificent natural environment .

According to relevant archaeological literature, humans have populated the region of Xiangfan, for over 100 thousand years.
People have discovered archaeolithic carved stoneware in Shanwan, and Junyingpo, Taipingdian near Dengcheng in north of
Fancheng Distrcit. Fine quality painted pottery and beautiful carved stoneware of the neolithic age have also been unearthed in
Xiwan Mountain, Xiangyang, site of Wangshugang in the north of Xiangcheng District, site of Gujiapo, Yicheng, and at the site of
Diaolong Stele, Zaoyang etc. It indicates the expansion of human activity in the region these archaeolithical finds also illustrate
productivity level of that time. What is worthy to be mentioned here is that a new site of the neolithic age with rich cultural
connotations, uniquely shaped wares was unearthed in Diaolong Stele, Lutou, Zaoyang between 1990 and 1994, It gathers the essence
of north and south with original creation of local cultures, and is one of the important painted pottery ruins discovered in the Yangtze
River reaches.

During the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, Xiangfan was once the political and cultural center of middle reaches of the Yangtze
River, which had tribes of Lu, Peng, Pu etc. and Leud kingdoms of Deng, Lu, Ruo, Luo, Yan, Gu, Li, Sui, Tang etc. that continued to
undertake local development and construction. Rich classifications and cultural connotations of cultural relics in sites of the Western
and Eastern Zhou Dynasties such as Zhougang, Yugang and Huangjiacun Village etc. in Zhenwu Mountain in southwest of Xiangyang,
Dengguo and its periphery in north of Fancheng gather unique originality and wisdom of our ancestors.

Xiangfan is one of the main source regions of Chu culture, “Our ancestor King Xiongyi once lived in Jinshan Mountain” X
which maintains the traces of earlier development of Chu State in Nanzhang, Baokang etc. in Jinshan Mountain in the northwest.
During the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods, Chu State always established its capital in Yanying (presently Zhengji,
Yicheng), and had Xiangyang as “North Jinxu.” An important city strategically placed that connected hinterland of Chu State with
Nanyang Basin. In the outskirts of the imperial city of South Chu and around in Yicheng, at various sites of Chu culture quality
scattered wares were unearthed. Tuanshan, Shanwan and Caipo graveyard (tombs) near Dengcheng are also important tomb areas of
Chu State. In over 100 ancient tombs were discovered here, inscripted bronze sculptures were unearthed, from over 10 leud states
such as Chu, Deng, Cai, E, Huang, Xu, Ruo, Wu and Zheng etc., providing valuable materials for research on Xiangfan history, Chu
culture and evidence that Xiangfan has always been a key military base. After continuous development in Xianghan region from its
origin to the height of power and splendor, Chu created the great undertaking of Five Powerful Chiefs of the Spring and Autumn
period and the Seven Strong States in the epoch of the Warring States and placed the strong base for a vast country “as large as 5
thousand li” .

Zeng State (Sui State) was one of (leud) states of “ Hanyang Zhuji” of Western Zhou, and became a part of Chu in the Spring
and Autumn period. Among all cultural relics collected in Xiangfan Museum, a group of bronze sculptures with the inscriptions of
Zeng State are very attractive. Zengzi Zhonghui Bronze Tripod, Zeng Bowen Bronze Gui, Zengzhong Dafu Bronze Gui, Zeng
Zhong’ s Grandson’ Bronze Ge etc. are culturally significant priceless artifacts. The tomb of Zeng State unearthed in Guojiamiao,
Zaoyang in 2002 is a very important archacological discovery. Bronze sculptures with inscriptions such as Zeng Gen Man Fei Lu
Tripod, Hua Bai Jia Pot, Wei Boxu Tripod, Zeng Baiqi Bronze Qi and Yue etc. , vivid shaped jade baldric of dragon, tiger, beast and
fish, plain pottery wares of primitive simplicity, horse gears with beautiful ornamentations were unearthed after being buried for
several thousand years unveiled the mysterious Zeng State to the world and provide evidence for us to research earlier history of Zeng
State and discuss Chinese early legal system.

During the Western and Eastern Han and the Three Kingdoms periods, Xiangfan entered into a new historical stage. The north




was suffering from disaster and chaos caused by war in successive years, it was moved to Xiangyang this was the central place for
policy, science, economy and culture for the entire state. In the Eastern Han period, it had a booming economy and flourishing culture
as a place for scholars and celebrities. Accoding to Jinzhou Ji by Sheng Hong, there were (tens or ten) of Qinshi, Cishi, Ergianshi in
Xiangyang and Yicheng, red (lofties) and brilliant boxcars, extending baldachins set off the Taishan Temple in Guangaili” . During
the Three Kingdom period, many heroes and talents gathered here. The culture of the Three Kingdoms won universal praise. With
expansion of manor powers of the Han Dynasty, qualities of models of storehouse of funerary wares, oven, well, toilet, courtyard,
pavilion, poultry, livestock and tomb figures collocated with the situation emerged, reflecting development of manor economy of the
Han Dynasty and life conception of “ regarding the death as the alive” .

The period of the Wei, Jin, Northern and Southern Dynasties were the most turbulent as wars were frequent and conquering
regions struggled to hold power and rule. Being the place where the reports to the thrones were gathered, Xiangfan played a role as
the intercourse plat of the economy, trade, the culture between the north and the south was disturbed due to confrontation and the
chaos caused by war during this period. All these gave an impetus to communication and fusion of national and regional cultures. In
1984, a brick tomb, with a great deal of drawings of the stories concerning myth, Buddhism Taoism and some subjects reflecting
social life, were discovered in Jiajiachong at the northeastern foot of Hutou Mountain in the west of Xiangyang, which illustrates the
technique to insert and splice mouldings to make pottery figurines etc. is close to the mode of Central China, showing that Xiangyang
region was one of the most important points where the culture of both the North and the South melted here. Images of various
drawing bricks were modeled on the plane face, side face or end face in the tomb, they are both elaborate and vivid, providing
important clues for research on official dressing system and life styles of ancient times and cultural communications between
Southern and Northern Dynasties.

Between the Sui and Tang Dynasties, Xiangyang was one of three largest military governors in Jianghan region, it was crucial
water transporting port on the Hanjiang River and the important tributes & taxes district, which was the economic lifeline of the Tang
dynasty. During this time, numerous boats berthed on its bank, and tens of thousands of merchants gather in Xiangfan. Cultural relics
unearthed during this period are more abundant and colorful, reflecting social prosperity, cultural boom and national unification of
the time. A group of pottery figurines unearthed from a tomb of the Tang Dynasty in Gaozhuang, Xiangfan look plump in shape and
vivid in image and expression, which have high artistic value.

Among cultural relics collected by our museum, there are also some valuable ones, mainly including bronze statue, rubbings of
tomb steles and official stamps. There are over 100 bronze statues involved in Taoism and Buddhism subjects as an artistry mine for
research on statue art, gold-plating art, copper casting technique, and religion and culture of the Ming Dynasty. Among tomb steles,
family tomb stele of Zhang Jianzhi, the prime minister during Wuzhou period of the Tang Dynasty, and those of Wang Dajian, Li
Jingyi, Liu Mi, Yang Xiaozhen, Bi Cui etc. of the Tang Dynasty greatly enrich contents of local history records. All official stamps of
the Ming Dynasty discovered now adopt nine-layered script technique, being natural, fluent, symmetric and plump as important
materials for research on inscription technique, army system and official classification system of the time.

As aresult of frequent wars, old architectures were destroyed in wars or decayed naturally, with only about 1 percent left. While
these cultural relics buried under earth silently are just a vast library on ancient culture of Xianghan region, narrating its long years
and brilliant culture in silence. On this land with deep human cultural information, Xiangfan Museum is the carrier to collect cultural
relics, concentrate wealth and essence created by our ancestors during thousands of years in different periods, record historical and
cultural traces of the famous city of Xiangfan and inscribe their wisdom and creation spirits. To show elegant
demeanor and connotations of cultural relics collected here, 135 pieces of cultural relics have been
selected for this Cultural Relics Collection in Xiangfan Museum in order that we gain a better
understanding of Xianghan’ s culture, and we hope it can help us to “look over vicissitudes of

history and examine improvement and retrogression of civilization” .
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“RK” ME “A FuWu” Bronze Jue
AR EEH  Late Period of the Shang Dynasty
BENHREX
BRI Late Period of the Shang Dynasty
EEZBEFMME Brother of Leud E Li Ji’ s Bronze Zun
BEE R  Early Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
BT G o =EaikoE

Circle-Ornamentation Oxen—Head—Knob Bronze Lei
BEE B Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
PARAZESRIE Yang Shi Sheng Bronze Yi

PR EEES Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
BROUR#

One-legged Dragon Ornamentation Bronze Tray
TaEEER Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
MHESATE Curved Ornamentation Bronze Pot

FEEBEH Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
RIKEIEREE

Marquis's Firstborn Daughter, Ji’s Bronze Gui
PEEEEH] Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
HIEEBHFE The Firstborn Daughter, Ji Ye’ s Bronze Gui
TEE R Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
BEXEE Zeng Bowen Bronze Gui

TaE R Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty

BhARGERE

Zengzhong Dafu You Bronze Gui

TaEBEH Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
PISUREL Beast-face Ornamentation Bronze Yan
BEE R Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
¥ AR Zeng Baigi Bronze Qi Yue

FEE A Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
MAYSAE Deng Gongmu Bronze Gui

FaE A Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
BHEZ=RE Tripodal Yi with Beast —head

EHMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
FZFEARHES Bangji Baigui Bronze Ding

EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period

- F{hEEfRS  Zengzi Zhongqi Bronze Ding
EHMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period

Inner—square Bronze Ge
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15

17

18

19

20

21

21

22

23

24

24

25

26

27

BT ELESE Zeng Zhong Zi Wu Bronze Ding
HMKEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
{A%%$A% BoShu Bronze Li

EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
BETLLES  Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Ding
EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
PIMSESE Beast-face Ornamentation Bronze Ding
EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
BELIF#  Snake Ornamentation Bronze Tray

EMEFEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
EEELQETE Rolling Dragon Ornamentation Bronze Pot
EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period.
EHFRFES Huang Jiying Bronze Ding

EFEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
ZS5FZEEE Dragon Ornamentation Bronze Ware Base
EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period

B EBIERHER Zeng Gen Man Fei Lu Bronze Ding
EIEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
BAREITLATE Corrugated Ornamentation Bronze Pot
EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
EWELAED SR Twisting Hornless Dragon
Ornamentation Bronze Cart Ornamental Articles

HMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
BkE M LUEE

Animal-body Curling Ornamentation Bronze Cart
Ornamental Articles

EMEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
BEMEEE Zeng Mengmi Jian Bronze Basin
EMFH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
EKBEXGEE Cai Da Shanfu Gui Bronze Fu
EMKEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
BH{EAE Animal-Eared Bronze Zhi

EMKFH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
WNEH=EHA

Double—Animal—eared and Tripodal Bronze Zhou
EHFH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
YA}

Cloud Ornamentation 9—edged Bronze Dou

EMPH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
BEMASAE  Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Fou
EMFH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
BEBLES  Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Ding
EMK P H The Middle Spring and Autumn Period

28

29

29

30

30

31

31

32

32

33

34

35

36

36

37

37

38

38

39
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Twisting Snake Ornamentation Prick Ear Bronze Ding
H#PH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
FEBLIIAE  Hanging Scaly Ornamentation Bronze Basin
HMPH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
HETLIEREE Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Zhan
HHH The Middle Spring and Autumn Period
BHIRE R

Animal-buttoned and Ring—eared Bronze Dui

HHKEER The Late Spring and Autumn Period
L#RRFsR# Shang Ruo Fu Bronze Fu

HREEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period

MEZ AR  Shuhuang’s Grandson Yu's Bronze Dui
HEEEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
WEBLLEE  Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Fou
EEEH] The Late Spring and Autumn Period
BERELISRSE Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Ding
EIKEEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
FEEIAESEE  Plain Surfaced and Ring—eared Bronze Dou
EEEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
BN Z PN

Zheng Zanggong’ s Grandson’s Bronze Ding

EREEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
IBFEESFE Deng Yinji Bronze Ding

HEEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
BEMALIERS  Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Ding
HFMEEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period

T M e SR 3

Transformed Twisting Snake Ornamentation Bronze Dui
HFKBEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
W I L $

Twisting Hornless Dragon Ornamentation Bronze Ding
EREEH  The Late Spring and Autumn Period
BRENEZTFHS

Sword of Yu, the Firstborn Son of King Xu Yi Chu
HEREEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
B {2 AN fin SR

Bronze Ge of Laizu, Zeng Zhong’ s Grandson
EMEEH The Late Spring and Autumn Period
SR L 4

Circle-Ornamentation Bronze Ding with a Nozzle
EKESRH The Early Warring States Period
oA Xin Shao Bronze Ji

&KESH# The Early Warring States Period

40

41

41

42

42

44

45

46

47

47

48

49

49

50
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52

53

HIMHAZ4R&I  Willowleaf—shaped Bronze Sword

&KERH The Early Warring States Period

$24R#AX Liao Lv Bronze Ge

K ESRH The Early Warring States Period

EHRYRTE

Beast Buttoned Cloud—Ornamentation Bronze Pot

& EFH The Middle Warring States Period

ME A% 4-legged Square Bronze Ding

EEEES The Late Warring States Period
HEHREERRTY

Gold and Jade Embedded Turtle—shaped Bronze Belt Hook
&kEBEH] The Late Warring States Period
EREEEER®E Fu Gui Chang Yi Hou Wang Bronze Xi
%KX The Eastern Han Dynasty

ShiRE R RN E &R

Cloud and Dragon Ornamentation Gold—plating Bronze Bell of
Hongzhi Period

88 The Ming Dynasty

B+ —FE R R AR

Bronze Statue of Zhen Wu of the 41st year of Wanli Period
88 The Ming Dynasty

SVTEREE LK

Bronze Sitting Statue of Holy Mother of the 1st year of
Chongzhen Period

B3 The Ming Dynasty

i % Bronze Mirror

W SUSR 5
Twisting Dragon Ornamentation Bronze Mirror
& E The Warring States Period

HILG$AEE  Bronze Mirror with 5-"111"—shaped Ornamentation

& E The Warring States Period

R AU 7

Engraved Twisting Hornless Dragon Ornamentation Square
Bronze Mirror

&E The Warring States Period

Ht$83X %% Sunshine Inscription Bronze Mirror

83X The Western Han Dynasty

53

54

54

55

56

58

59

60

61

63

64

65

65
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AHBEYRERE 66
Wuzhu Bird and Beast Ornamentation Bronze Mirror

%X The Eastern Han Dynasty

“BESE" EOMLURE 66
“Junyi Gaoguan” 4-Leaf Ornamentation Bronze Mirror

%X The Eastern Han Dynasty

BRANEBHE LIRS 67
Twisting Dragon 6-lucky—Beast Ornamentation Bronze Mirror

with Inscription

f§ The Sui Dynasty

ARG EFE 68
Cloud and Dragon Ornamentation Sunflower—shaped

Bronze Mirror

/& The Tang Dynasty

EHHIELHEE  Bao Xiang flower Ornamentation Bronze Mimor -+ 69
& The Tang Dynasty

WEWERE Double Phoenixes and Beasts Bronze Mirror -+ 69
B The Tang Dynasty

WESHF DGR 70
Double Cranes and Sea Horses Ornamentation Bronze Mirror

/& The Tang Dynasty

ANIFENIE B LG 70
6-arc Encircling 4 Flowers and Birds Ornamentation

Bronze Mirror

& The Tang Dynasty

Wi fEBiEHRE Bronze Mirror of the Liu Yi’s Errand -~ 71
% The Jin Dynasty

R4BAYEREE 71
Bronze Mirror of the Buffalo of Wu stares at the Moon

% The Jin Dynasty

[oF-E ] Pottery and porcelain

RGBT BN =R 73
Circle—Ornamentation Spherical Shaped Pottery

Percussion Instrument

AWK The Neolithic Age

HFELIP#R Curved-Bodied Red Pottery Cup 74
AR The Neolithic Age
KRB RYME 75

Colored Bird and Cloud Ornamentation Pottery Pot
P87X  The Western Han Dynasty

Y ERRTE

Circle Ornamentation Yellow Glazed Pottery Pot
%X The Eastern Han Dynasty
SRR R A\ Mokt

Green Glazed Waterside Pavilion with Dancing Characters Inside
7R3X  The Eastern Han Dynasty

EHMET Yellow Glazed Huzi

=& The Three Kingdoms

F&{E Pottery Figurine

=E The Three Kingdoms

1@ Pottery Figurine

#dt# The Northern and Southern Dynasties
#HITEERFE Ready-to—go Drawing Brick
#dts The Northern and Southern Dynasties
WHRE % Double-lion Drawing Brick

#dt® The Northern and Southern Dynasties
fFIXERFE Drawing Brick of Drinking Service
#d1t# The Northern and Southern Dynasties
ANEESE &R

Drawing Brick of The Human-headed and Bird—bodied God
#dt# The Northern and Southern Dynasties
TR E E R T

Drawing Brick of Double Phoenixes Playing around Lotus
#dt# The Northern and Southern Dynasties
“&fllE k% Drawing Brick of the Flying Fairy
#1ts The Northern and Southern Dynasties
PEZEERFE Drawing Brick of Passiflora
#1t# The Northern and Southern Dynasties
HE B )L E R

Drawing Brick of Guo Ju Burying His Son
#d1t# The Northern and Southern Dynasties
HXEHEF Blue Dragon Drawing Brick

#dts The Northern and Southern Dynasties
RBSE R Phoenix and Ornamentation Drawing Brick
#dt% The Northern and Southern Dynasties
PE{E Pottery Figurine

B The Tang Dynasty

$HEE Grave Guarding Beast

B The Tang Dynasty

#H1E Pottery Figurines of Cavaliers

B The Tang Dynasty

SEI5@ Male Pottery Figurine on Horseback

& The Tang Dynasty
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84

84

84

85
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85
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89

89




KiGER TEEHA AL

Brown and Green Colored Porcelain Bow! with Changsha

Ware Glaze

FE The Tang Dynasty

Kb EM T REHE

Green Handling Pot with Changsha Ware Glaze
& The Tang Dynasty

=R A  Tricolour Lion—shaped Candlestick

& The Tang Dynasty

HERBERZAR Light Blue Glazed Bow! from Jun Kiln

Jt The Yuan Dynasty
WNE A MBI AR

White Glazed Black Painted Porcelain Jar from Cizhou Kiln

8 The Ming Dynasty

EA iE Jade Wares

WA TR B RS FE R

Double Lined Disformed One-legged Dragon Ornamentation

Peninsular Jade Jue
EHEH  The Early Spring and Autumn Period
WAL EHR

Double Lined Dragon Ornamentation Peninsular Jade Jue

EIEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
REM Tiger—shaped Jade Pendant
EFEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period

REFE Jade Pendant in a shape of Bunched Silk

HFIKEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
ZMEM Dragon-shaped Jade Pendant
HEREH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
B#E Beast—shaped Jade Pendant
HFIEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
&FEM Fish-shaped Jade Pendant
HKEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
W% Effl Cicada—shaped Jade Pendant
HFMKEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period
ZFEM Dragon-shaped Jade Pendant
HIKEH The Early Spring and Autumn Period

ZYEMM Dragon Ornamentation Jade Pendant

ERKBEHY The Late Spring and Autumn Period
ZHEM Dragon-shaped Jade Pendant
SRESH The Early Warring States Period
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92
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96
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97
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99

99

100

100

101

102

HERLEH Roling Cloud Ornamentation Jade Huang Pendant

EEH The Early Warring States Period

104

HEMSEIR Twisting Hornless Dragon Ornamentation Jade Ring 105

EEFH The Early Warring States Period
MBS Bamboo-shaped Agate Tube
&ZE The Warring States Period

JK&¥k Crystal Pearl

&&E The Warring States Period

K&Ek Crystal Pearl

& E The Warring States Period

K& Crystal Hanging Ornamental Article
&k E The Warring States Period

EBE Jade Huang Pendant

& E The Warring States Period

E® Jade Huang Pendant

&&E The Warring States Period

B&E&®IH Bone String

& E The Warring States Period

BE® Gray Jade Ring

& E The Warring States Period

IR Agate Ring

&kE The Warring States Period

IR Agate Ring

&E The Warring States Period

IOEEIR  Agate Ring

& E The Warring States Period

AYEE  Grain Ornamentation Jade Bi Disk
75X The Western Han Dynasty

H £ Others

“S&X” ME “BowandArrow” Divination Bone
BEBEH]  Late Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty

“MB” & “Bin” Gold
&&E The Warring States Period
EWBE Yibi Money used in Chu State
& E The Warring States Period
HMREE Huzhou Silver Ingot
B=R The Southern Song dynasties
KFEZM Ivory Brush Pot
& The Qing Dynasty
ZFEEE A Ivory Carving of the Elder
88 The Ming Dynasty
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“RRK" W

“ R FuWu" Bronze Jue

A% A

Late Period of the Shang Dynasty
WE20E %K, 1979 F M B4,
Kit, KRB, EFE,
HRE,

P



ERHEX
Inner—square Bronze Ge
T A e 3
Late Period of the Shang Dynasty
W32 K, FESE K. 19774
i B 37 .
HAKX, BRE, BIEE, &
mhE. ATEAE BT, &2
KT, R i P THI 45 110 3 F) RNSEL



ERFEFRE
Brother of Leud ELiJi’s Bronze Zun
74 A 5 35
Early Period of the Western Zhou Dynasty
H19.8H K, O 4218x 17/ K .

19754 B & 2 JE it £ .

IR . WWORA D, K,
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