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Unit1 1

Unit 1

Passage A
The Judicial Branch of the United States

The judicial branch of the Federal government consists of the |
United States Supreme Court, the Courts of Appeals, and the District
Courts. _

The Supreme Court is the court of last resort in the United
States. It is composed of one Chief Justice and eight associate
justices. The nine justices énjoy equal power and cases are decided by
the majority, with the principle being one vote for each justice.
Justices of the Supreme Court are appointed by the President, with the
Senate’s consent, for life terms subject to impeachment. The Chief
Justice is the highest judicial officer of the United States. He presides
over sessions of the Supreme Court and performs a variety of
administrative duties as head of the Federal court system. His position
makes it possible for him to influence the course of decision making.
His salary is a bit higher than that of associate justices.

The Courts of Appeals are established to share the load on the
Supreme Court. The whole country is divided into eleven appeals
regions known as “circuits” , with each “circuits” having one Court
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of Appeals. The Court of Appeals is composed of nine judges who
are appointed by the President with the senate’s approval. These
eleven courts have only appellate jurisdiction. Their work is limited to
disposing appeals from the lower courts in their particular circuit to
hear appeals from decisions of some independent commissions, such
as the Federal Trade Commission and Interstate Commerce
Commission. Most decisions of the courts of appeals are final, for
not many cases reach the Supreme Court. Hence, judges of these
courts wield great power and influence in American Law.

The District Court is the lowest court in the Federal judicial
system. The United States is divided into 89 districts with each having
one district court. Each of the 50 states has at least one district court;
a few have as many as four. Each court has from one to twenty-four
judges depending on the volume of business, but each judge holds
court separately.

The District Court is the Federal court of “original jurisdiction” ,
where most civil and criminal cases arising under Federal law begin. It
is the only Federal court where trials are held, juries are usedA and
witnesses are called. As a matter of fact, the bulk of judicial work in
Federal courts is conducted by the district courts. More than 100,000
cases are tried each year, mostly civil cases involving such matters as
admiralty law, bankruptcy proceeding, civil rights, postal laws, wrong
acts involving injury to persons, property, or reputation ( generally
- known as tort), and some other cases. For most Americans, contact
with federal justice is limited to district courts, for only a small number
of cases are appealed to courts of appeals or the Supreme Court.

The Shpreme Court is the highest guardian of the U. S.
constitution and other Federal laws. It determines the meaning of
constitutional phrases and its decisions are binding upon all lower
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courts. Under the principle of review which empowers the Supreme
court to declare any acts of the legislative and executive branches
unconstitutional, the Supreme Court acts as final arbiter ovér
questions involving interpretation of the Constitution and the power of
. governmental officials at all levels. More than one hundred Federal
laws and several hundred state laws have been declared
unconstitutional by the Supreme Court.

Decisions of the Supreme Court have lasting impact, unless
overruled by the court itself or overturned by constitutional
amendment. Before the First World War, the Supreme Court held
that separate public schools for black children were not unequal
treatment, but after the Second World War it ruled that they were
unequal treatment and should be abolished. The Court once declared
that it was unconstitutional for the Federal government to levy income
taxes. It was only after the Constitution was amended that the income
tax became legal. It is said that the United States Suprerne Court is
the most powerful court in the world.

America has a special court known as the Customs Court. It consists
of nine judges who are appointed by the President with the Senate’s
consent. The Court sits in divisions at principal ports of entry, with its
main office in New York City. It determines disputes that arise over
tariff laws, such as those over classifications and valuations and duties
placed on imported goods. The Customs Court is familiar to foreign
exporters who sell their goods in the American market. If .one is not
satisfied with the decision of the Customs Court, he can appeal to the
Court of Customs and Patent Appeals,. which is of a higher level.
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EBEHIP
resort /ri'zowt/ vi. KB, IFiE, RE(ERMFEZE)
associate /o ‘soufieit/ adj. BIH)
majority /mo 'd3oriti/ n. B4, K¥, (BFR) B GE¥E%E
) BIRHEL, BHE
justice /'dzastis/ n. (£)BREHEREE
vote /vout/ n. f¥EE, JREL Ferh, {HEE
Senate /'senit/ n. ZiYPr; LiXEE
consent /kon 'sent/ n. [@E, B
impeachment /im 'pi:tfmont/ n. 3%, 154§
preside /pri ‘zaid/ v. F¥F
session /'sefon/ n. (FERETIEFNN) —EBHE], (—J&)&W; &
W; JFRE; FFRES;
circuit /'soxkit/ n. 3T, KM, KE, Fir, EHE; KEKX, &K@
#H
approval /o 'pruivol/ n. #%5E; HLME; BEE; AT
appellate /o 'pelit/ adj. 3 FiFH
jurisdiction /,dzuoris 'dikfon/ n. FEEAL; FRAIR, BEHEM
dispose /dis 'pouz/ vt. FCE, M E, ZHE, BRY; 4b3E, &bE, (£
A ‘
particular /po 'tikjulo/ odj. H#BKR[ G, =2, B, H1M; FEK, 1
bl
commission /ks 'mifon/ n. FAE, B4, RE(F) ; RIFED
hence /hens/ adv. HI, FFLL, A3%; BILLE; NS UG
wield /wisld/ ut. §7{#
volume /'voljuim/n. &, K&,
trial /'traiol/ n. [#] %], &
jury /'dzuori/ n. FEEEHE
bulk /balk/ n. Kitt, K& ; K#a, EEIHS, ALK )
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admiralty /‘odmoralti/ n. (HEH)FEHE:
bankruptcy /'beenkrap(t)si/ n. W=, A, TEfTEES
proceeding /pro 'si:din/ n. FEFF, #47; #8; [pl. [ [B]FAR
T e
reputation /,repju(:)'teifon/ n. G5 ; £ ;FYE, KB
tort /tort/ n. [ ]RIFEBATH
review /ri 'vju:/ n. B ,HH|
guardian /'gaidjen/ n. (¥E5E) WHPA, HIPA
constitution /konsti 'tju:fon/ n. ZE¥k; BUAk; B, B (& ]H
BELRL '
phrase /freiz/ n. [i5)%iE, HiE, @4 ; A, FiE
bind /baind/ vt. XD, ZEHl; LK
review /ti'vju/ vt FFE; Ff; HE; WE; [R]EF
empower /im 'paus/ v. A5, {[FREM :
legislative /'ledsis leitiv/ adj. SEy:H, B SLERE; HBIEE N
1T LD
executive /ig 'zekjutiv/ n. $ATHE; ITHKE; [XIHRITHE
(MK ER)
arbiter /'aibita/ n. HIRE
withhold /wid 'hould/ »t. fdi451F, FHIE,3E4
impact /'impakt/ n. HIH
overrule /,ouvo ruzl/ vi. B[E], FHH
overturn /,ouvo 'tomn/ v. HEEFH, EifF
amendment /3 'mendmont/ n. 3%, &k
abolish /o 'bolif/ vt. B, BEBk (HIE%)
levy /'evi/ vt. fEWC(IBBL, $I3K%); AR, [ #]dn#H, B
entry /'entri/ n. (¥§X)RRXTF4L, RA
tariff /'teerif/ n. &84
duty /'djusti/ n. Bi; &t




