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Unit 1

TEXT

A Trip through Time

People have always traveled, in search of food or animal skins
for clothing, or for territorial expansion. Travel in these early days
was time-consuming and dangerous. Indeed, our word #ravel comes
from the French word travail, which means work, and that is what
it was, hard work. Most early travel was on foot, but later donkeys
began to be used. Waterways and seaways also frequently became
paths for trade and commerce.

Organized travel in the West probably began during the great
empires of the Persians, Assyrians, Greeks, Egyptians, and Ro-
mans. This period began several millennia B. C. and continued for
several hundred years A. D. During the empire period, travel devel-
oped for military, trade, and government reasons, as well as for
communication from the central government to its distant territo-
ries.

Travel was also necessary for the artisans and architects “im-
ported”to design and construct the great palaces and tombs, many
of which today’s tourists travel to see. Travel led, as well, to an in-
frastructure of roads, canals, mileage markers, sentinel posts,
wells, hostelries(crude as they were), and eating spots.
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In ancient Greece, people traveled to the Olympic Games, an
event that required accommodations and food services for both the
participants and the spectators. The same demands are made today
by people flocking to major sporting events.

During the Middle Ages, from about A. D. 500 to 1400,
much of the middle class disappeared, and trade declined as people
returned to the land. The shadow of what is sometimes referred to
as the Dark Ages began to lift in about A. D. 1000 when the
Church began to do a great deal of building, particularly in France
where the new churches and cathedrals became, and still are today,
tourist attractions,

The monasteries were also acquiring wealth, and the monks e-
ducated the public about miracles and other holy matters and en-
couraged them to go on pilgrimages, which vast numbers of people,
did. By the fourteenth century, pilgrimages were an organized mass
phenomenon served by a growing network of charitable hospices.
Pilgrims came from all social classes, except the very poor who were
still tied to the land.

In the later part of this period the Christian Crusades freed the
Holy Land, and peaceful pilgrimages by Muslims to Mecca, and
Christians to Jerusalem and Rome, began. These pilgrimages had a
religious basis, but they were also social and recreational events. In
England, pilgrimages to Canterbury were made popular through
Geoffrey Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales., Other favorite destinations
were Santiago de Compostela in Spain and Rome in Italy. It took
the average horseback rider almost two months to travel the twelve
hundred miles from London to Rome —and twice that long if the
pilgrim were on foot. The journey to Rome was particularly arduous
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as it meant crossing the treacherous Alps.

By this time, package tours (probably the first ever available)
from Venice to the Holy Land were offered. The trip’s cost included
passage, meals and wine, accommodations, donkey rides, and bribe
money, in order, as Feifer explained, “to prevent confiscation of
baggage, endless delays over red tape, or mischief from the camel
drivers. "There were always local hustlers who found the neophyte
tourists easy to exploit, but these travelers also had for their conve-
nience accommodation bureaus, travel agencies, guidebooks, sou-
venir shops, and many other aspects of travel familiar to us today.
Even if people did not travel in a formal group, they tended to stick
together, because solitary pilgrimage was too dangerous.

In the later part of the thirteenth century a native of Venice,
Marco Polo, explored the land routes from Europe to China and
other parts of Asia. The Chinese had a fairly well developed road
system; indeed, the first was built during the Chou dynasty (1122
— 221 B. C.). Polo’s book on his travels was the West’s main
source of information about life in the East, and it described, a-
mong other things, the use of paper money, which at that time was
unheard of in the West.

Wherever people encountered rivers and oceans, they used
them as a medium for travel. The sea was particularly challenging,
but nonetheless some remarkable voyages were made. For example,
some fifteen hundred years ago the Polynesians traveled a distance
of about two thousand miles from their home islands to Hawaii,
overcoming major problems of water and food availability for such a
long journey.

There is also evidence that the Vikings arrived in North Ameri-
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ca as early as A. D. 1000. The Spanish also traveled by sea, and
Christopher Columbus breught trade to North America as early as
1492. Indeed, Marco Polo’s book is said to have inspired Christo-
pher Columbus to travel west from Genoa, Italy, across the At-
lantic to try to reach Asia. At that time the North American conti-
nent was not known to exist. When Columbus first reached land in
1492, he thus thought he had arrived in India,-and so he named the
islands he had reached the West Indies (today known as the
Caribbean). The Portuguese were also great sailors and went on
voyages to the Azores, Africa, and Asia, settling Macao(an island
off Hong Kong) in 1557. .

The Renaissance, or rebirth, introduced the view that truth
lay outside the mind and spirit. It thus created a desire to explore,
discover, and understand and encouraged historic and scientific in-
vestigation. At the same time that explorers were bringing back
tales about distant lands, the aristocracy and wealthy were traveling
extensively in Europe.

The Renaissance began in Italy, where relative political stabili-
ty, economic expansion, a flourishing urban civilization, and wide
contact with other cultures provided a new view of the world and
the concept that people could master their environment and control
their future. From Italy the Renaissance spread throughout the rest
of Europe.

The Elizabethan traveler was described by Francis Bacon as the
“merchant of light. ” This new type of tourist traveled to broaden
his or her experience and knowledge, whereas the pilgrim had trav-
eled to experience the mystery of the Church. The pilgrim was
guided by the Church, whereas the new traveler was an individual.

L3 3



Queen Elizabeth sanctioned this form of travel, and the crown often
paid for part of it, especially for future diplomats. Universities also
began giving travel fellowships.

The main destination of this Elizabethan Renaissance tourist
was the undisputed apex of culture at that time; Italy. For the Eliz-
abethans, dncient Rome was the greatest civilization the world had
ever had, A popular stop on the way to Rome was the Frankfurt
book fair where publications were displayed that imbued the travel-
ers with the right spirit of discovery and enterprise. Besides the
book fair there was a vast merchandise exposition where visitors
could gather ideas about manufacture and commerce, the major is-
sues of the day. The Frankfurt fair was one of the earliest trade
shows that attracted tourists, and it is still a major annual interna-
tional event today.

Another major stop on the way. to Italy was Paris, where the
future diplomats could observe French court life. From there they
would travel south to Lyons and then cross the Alps to Italy. The
Alps were no less frightening to these tourists than they had been to
the pilgrims and could be far more dangerous, as the tourists usually
traveled alone on horseback.

The Industrial Revolution, which lasted from about 1750 to
1850 in Europe, created the base for mass tourism as we know it to-
day. This period brought profound economic and social changes and
turned most workers away from basic agriculture into the town fac-
tory and urban way of life that we have today.

The Industrial Revolution introduced machinery that vastly in-
creased productivity. New kinds of power to move vehicles (such as
trains and ships) were invented, as were new methods of mineral
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