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UNIT 1 2
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Crazy Instant Messaging

Think fast! Translate e

this conversation into for- || Last message

mal EngllSh. “Wass??” | shoppngdiva: hey! Bt |

“N2M, U?” “IC.” “G2G. soccerqueen:  hey julial wassA??? ‘

shoppngdiva: ~ nm, u???

5 BFN.” Confused? Your ||| soccerqueen:  n2m either jc ... doing homework BLAH!

shoppngdiva: oic...>sowhatd u think of rebecca’s party
saturday???

but our word list will (See soccerqueen: it wuz rly fun. | had a sleepover with anna

; afterwards

the Instant Messaging |}| shoppngdiva: o that's cool! hold on brb

Glossary on the next page). shoppngdiva:  back ... sry i had to check with my mom to

see when American idol was coming on

10 If you understood it ||| soccerqueen: 00000 M s0000 excited for that! ,

soccerqueen:  I8er -

dictionary won’t help you,

right away, you are prob-

ably among the 60% of children online who use instant

messaging, or IM. Yahoo, MSN and AOL offer software  noTES:

that allows users to have real-time conversations intext win-  Yahoo: £EHEEA A,
15 dows online. Instant messages are typed so fast that users 2 HAHHER MR -

don’t slow down to change into capital letters, add ~ MSN: BEREGI%A
FELMRS , 2P0 The
Microsoft Network,
AOL: £EELR S
high-speed modem. Al ARBEE AR
K%, @FH America

Online, Inc. .

punctuation, or write complete words. As aresult, new word

abbreviations and IM slang are being made up faster than a

20 Keyboard Nation
A typical instant-messaging conversation lasts more
than a half hour, includes three or more friends and often
includes friends from different places. More than one in
three IM users say they use it every day. Nearly half of
75  online teenagers believe that the Internet has improved their
friendships. It’s a quick, easy way to keep in touch.
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3 UNIT 1

Twelve-year-old Gabbi Lewin says that she’s on instant messenger almost ev-

ery day. She says that without it, “there would be no way to communicate. Our

parents are on the phone all the time.”

Thirteen-year-old Steven Mintz likes messaging better than the phone “because
I'can talk to more people at once.” Chatting online is also a good way to keep up

with friends who live far away. Children don’t have to worry about the phone bill.

Wrong Message?

Instant messaging does not always help develop a friendship. Sometimes, chil-

dren use it to show angry feelings. Such children aren’t really trying to be mean.

Often it’s just easier to say something online than in person. Eleven-year-old Oliver

Davies says, “I can express my feelings more easily with IM, without the guilty

feeling of saying it face-to-face.”

Many parents and teachers think children’s
instant messaging habits are taking their atten-
tionaway from more important things. JuliaLLong
says that when her son, Taylor, 13, “is waiting
for a beep, it’s hard (for him) to stay focused on
homework or any kind of family activity.”

Teachers get upset when Internet slang
and emoticons (faces made with punctuation
marks) appear in children’s writing. Words
thathavetroubled young writers, including “its”
and “it’s, ” now have been joined by “u,” “r”
and “wuz.”

Children’s safety may also be a problem.
Staying connected is fine, but an online friend-
ship with a stranger is not. Many parents moni-
tor instant messaging, either by limiting time
online or by keeping the computer in a com-
mon area.

IM. Not So Bad
Researchers who study children and the
Internet say instant messaging isn’t getting in

the way of real life. They note that new tech- L

(

GLOSSARY

bfn: bye for now

brb: be right back

g2g: gottogo

jc: Just chillin’

I8r: later

lol: laugh out loud

nm: not much

n2m: not too much

oic: oh, | see

pos: parents over shoulder
rly: really

rofl: rolling on the floor laughing
sry: sorry

wass sup: What's up?

ur: your

wat: what

wuz: was

EMOTICONS:

-) happy
-(sad

-l no feelings
=D very happy
-ptongue out
;-) wink

-s confused
?(crying

-0 surprised




UNIT 1 4

nology often produces old fears. “It’s similar to what was said in the 1980s about
video games and in the 1960s about television. There was this worry that children

would do nothing else.”

Even parents and teachers who don’t like IM have to admit that at least chil-
65  dren are writing. And their typing skills are improving. Is it at the expense of proper

English? “Not so long as they learn the difference between formal and conversa-

tional English,” says Naomi Baron, a professor of linguistics.

“Language has always changed, and it always will,” says Baron. “It must change
as the things we do and the things we meet change.” That’s good news! G2G. L8R.

®
New LU‘}Q‘rd;ﬂ p >

e instant /'mstont/ adj. BPET#), %49 n. B
18], PPzl
instantly adv. %), sLBP

® message /'mesidy/ v. KiEHE& n HE&
instant messaging BPAT4E &, 4584 IM
R R EABL LR R FAEL LR E
., BKRATAL E#EIME LHARMK
BER) '

o glossary /'glosar/ n. #iL&

e formal /'fomal/ adj. EEX#, X9
formally adv. 1EX3t

o real-time /'mol tam/ adj. SR
o type ftaip/ v. 37TF n £R, #A
o capital /'kepitol/ adj. KB n. HAR, B

® punctuation /panktjv'elfon/ n. #FEHFF
punctuate v. AeAFEAFF

e abbreviation /abrirvielfon/ n. %5, %5
abbreviate v. %5

o slang /sley/ n. 1Zi%

e modem /'moudom/ n. %I F

(567 words)

e keyboard /'kitboid/ n. 4E#&
o typical /'tipikal/ adj. $%164
typically adv. $A 3},
o Internet /'mtonet/ n. ZHEM, E4¥H
e bill /b1l/ n. ¥, 2
e mean /mim/ adj. #\#4), FE4h
® express: /ik'spres/ v. ik

e beep /bipp/ n. CAEHARLFTREFAS
&) oA

e emoticon /I'moutikon/ n. RS (LARE
Smiley) , @ emotion #a icon &M, HeR T
%ﬁ'{] “:_)”)

® join /dzom/ v. HAn; L4

e connect /ko'nekt/ v. £, Hemaf
connection n. #%3E, k%A Compared with
telephone line, broadband provides much

faster Internet connection.

® monitor /'monite/ v. %3E, B n BAE;
K



Q‘admit fad'mit/ v. AKIA (FE., 482%)
| admission n. &ik; A% % Admission to the

| 3
‘ cinema costs $5.

Useful €xpressions

P

right away =%, sBp

slow down & Tk

keep in touch #RIFFLL

on the phone Z4TH &

keep up with L------fRIFBL A
in person ¥ @, 09

e

¢ linguistics /lig'gwistiks/ n. 3&% 5
9

linguistic adj. &%

take ... away from #|4, Je-.-- g%

wait for %, F4#F

get in the way of 77§

at the expense of ¥A-«++-: ARG AARE
w LT

so long as R%&, #X

application software & 34

BBS (bulletin board system) & -F/2 442
blog (web log #§%4") W% B i

chat room WRE

cursor HXAF

desktop & X #f%

download TF#

e-commerce HFH 4%

hacker %juZ%

hardware A4

laptop %it.#i‘ﬁﬁéi

_mouse RAF D
MUD (multi-user dungeon) § AP W] %ﬁ?ﬂ.

. Comprehension

A. Pair Work

multimedia 3 #4k

OS (operating system) #4k %%
search engine %3 %

Trojan horse K1Z (&)

upload _E4%

video chat AIRHF X

virus A% R A

web page MR

webmaster P 3k 3 i

website B35 G
wireless network i.%ﬂ%
‘word processing X Fx®E 0

Complete the following sentences orally according to the text. Take turns asking and an-

swering the questions.




