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Editor’ s Note

Half a century ago, in the early aftermath of the Cuban Crisis, strategists were
rather chilled when a Western politician said, “The age of strategies may be
coming to an end. ” Today, the political premises on which the bold statement
was made have long evaporated.

The strategic changes taking place in the Orient-the Persian Gulf and the
Pacific Ocean being the major arena where the scrambling for oil and sea is taking
place, the “faults lines of civilizations” being the locus of anti-terrorism and anti-
proliferation efforts, the South Asia and Southeast Asia constituting the biggest
part of the BRICs, and Iraq War undermining the soft power of the sole super-
power-have propelled Eastern countries into the major forces in engendering
the transformation of international system. Once an important lever in shaping
and breaking the bipolar system in the 20th century, the East in the 21st cen-
tury is becoming the most important force in defining the strategic transforma-
tion of the international relations. What is most dazzling is the peaceful rise of
China, which is so rapid and so robust that the Western strategists-both liber-
als and conservatives-are in a frenzy of search for accurate terms and appropri-
ate strategies for defining and confining the dramatic change.

However, China’s own introspective reflection upon its developmental
strategies must remain independent from how the West responds. We are well
aware that the boundary between internal politics and external affairs is
increasingly blurring while the coordination of the domestic and international
scenarios is growing more and more urgent. We also know that a mature
nation is able to show modesty and rationality when it meets with criticisms
from abroad. We should also admit to our inadequacy in fostering and
developing strategic consciousness and introspection. The further admission of
the Chinese political community as a confident major power into the
international system in the new millennium holds out great historical promise
for the exploitations of its social and political potentialities.

A small step forward China takes has an international significance. A strate-

gic leap forward China makes has historical implications in the world. Yet, we
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must be wise and sensible enough to understand that the steps we take and the
leaps we make are not only indicators of the administrative quality of the
government but also of comprehensive quality of the whole nation. Strategy, is too
important an matter to be left alone to strategists, leaders, and generals. Instead,
they are to be understood and practiced by the whole population. For China, an
age seems to be coming for strategic enlightenment and introspections.

However, it is the mind emancipation that paves the way for the making of
breakthroughs in international strategies. *The great banner of socialism with Chi-
nese characteristics of the Seventeenth National Congress of the Communist Party
of China, clarifying such strategic concepts as peaceful development, harmonious
world and soft power, carries the spirit of mind emancipation and thus frames a
cozy space of public opinion where the studies of international strategies and the
reflections upon the grand strategies for China’s development, including the do-
mestic construction of political civilization, can be carried out. On the one hand,
the notable achievements of the last 30 years’ Opening and Reform of China are
eloquent proof that the best way for countries to defend their national interests in
a peaceful age lies in a rational recognition and exchange of one another’s inter-
ests, thus accomplishing strategic restraints and mutual benefits in an internation-
al system of globalization and interdependency. On the other hand, the ominous
sky of international relations has never been short of winds and clouds of wars and
crises, which makes strategic competitions and confrontations an ever-lasting top-

. ic. Against all the odds of passive pacifism and overwhelming technological ratio-
nalism, the restoration of strategic consciousness and rationality has never been
more urgent.

All in all, the rise of China, like a voyage on the ancient waters of a
dark night, is leading the country, with great efforts and daring confidence,
on a sea of infinite uncertainties, against ghostly gales of international realms
and perilous reefs of domestic sectors, to the golden shore of major powers.
The navagation cannot be successful without sound steering of the sailors and
wise judgment of the captain, with the aid of beaconing from stars in the sky.
Thus, the mission of Strategy Survey is to unravel the mysteries of stars hidden

in the deep sky of international strategy.
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