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Queen Benigk!

Bertha, our first Christian queen, lived a very quiet,
peaceful life. History does not record her sayings, nor does it
tell us that she performed any great public acts. She made no
special mark on the world at large. But by her good example
to others, by her gentle influence on those around her, she
stands out as the one bright light shining from out the thick
darkness of those unchristian days.

She was the only child of the king of Paris, but there is
more to say about her grandmother Radigund than about ei-
ther her father or mother, for Bertha had been taught to love
the name of Radigund from a little child.

Radigund was the wife of a king of a portion of France.
This king had taken her prisoner with her little brother in a
war, but, finding her very beautiful and of royal blood, he
adopted her. As she was a pagan, or non-christian, he had
her baptized, and then had her educated until she was old e-
nough to become his wife. But poor Radigund was very un-
happy. The king, her husband, was stern, rough, and cruel,
though he loved her very much. After a short time, she es-
caped, unseen, to a distant convent. There, with her own
hands, she cut off her long, beautiful hair, and, discarding
her royal dress and jewels, donned the cloak of a nun.

At last, the king discovered her, repented of his harsh-
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