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The single greatest shift in the history of mass-communication technology occurred in the 15th centu-
ry and was well described by Victor Hugo in a famous chapter of Notre-Dame de Parisp. It was a Cathe-
dral. On all parts of the giant building, statuary and stone representations of évery kind, combined with
huge windows of stained glass, told the stories of the Bible and the saints, displayed the intricacies of
Christian theology , adverted to the existence of highly unpleasant demonic winged creatures,, referred dip-
lomatically to the majesties of political power,and in addition, by means of bells in bell towers, told time
for the benefit of all of Pairs and much of France. It was an awesome engine of communication.

Then came the transition to something still more awesome. The new'technology of mass communica-
tion was portable, could sit on your table, and was easily replicable , and yet, paradoxically , contained more
information , more systematically presented than even the largest of cathedrals. It was the printed book.
Though it provided no bells and could not tell time, the over-all superiority of the new invention was un-
mistakable.

In the last ten or twenty years,we have been undergoing a more or less equivalent shift — this time
to a new life as a computer-using population. The gain in portability , capability, ease , orderliness, accura-
cy, reliability , and information-storage over anything achievable by pen scribbling,typew;riting,and cabinet
filing is recognized by all. The progress for civilization is undeniable and, plainly , irreversible. Yet, just as
the book’s triumph over the cathedral divided people into two groups,one of which prospered , while the
other lapsed into gloom, the computer’s triumph has also divided the human race.

You have only to bring a computer into a room to see that some people begin at once to buzz with cu-
riosity and excitement, sit down to conduct experiments, ooh and ah at the boxes and beeps, and master
the use-of the computer on a new program as quickly as athletes playing a delightful new game. But how
difficult it is — how grim and frightful!| — for the other people, the defeated class, whose temperament
does not naturally respond to computers. The machine whirrs and glows before them and their faces
twitch. They may be splendidly educated, as measured by bookreading, yet their instincts are all wrong,
and no amount of manual-studying and mouse-clicking will make them right. Computers require a sharply
different set of aptitudes,and, if the aptitudes are missing, little can be done,and misery is guaranteed.

Is the computer industry aware that computers have divided ‘mankind into two new, previously un-
known classes, the computer personalities and the non-computer personalities? Yes, the industry knows
this. Vast sums have been expended in order to adapt the computer to the limitations of non-computer per-
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sonalities. Apple’s Macintosh , with its zooming animations and pull-down menus and little pictures of file
folders and watch faces and trash cans, pointed the way. Such seductions have soothed the apprehensions
of a certain number of the computer-averse. This spring, the computer industry’s efforts are reaching a
culmination of sorts. Microsoft, Bill Gates’giant corporation, is to bring out a program package called Mi-
crosoft Bob, designed by Mr Gates'wife, Melinda French, and intended to render computer technology a-
vailable even to people who are openly terrified of computers. Bob’s principle is to take the several tasks of
operating a computer , rename them in a folksy style , and assign to them the images of an ideal room in an
ideal home , with furniture and i)ookshelves ;and with chummy cartoon helpers( “Friends of Bob” ) to guide
the computer user over the rough spots, and,in that way, Silzlﬁl_l_l.a_ttf:ua'zlv atmosphere that fegrls_i_go;t‘hi_nﬁg/ like

computers.

1.  According to this passage,which of the following statements is NOT TRUE?
[A] It is because the Cathedral of Notre-Dame in Paris had many bell-towers and could tell time
to people that the writer regards it as an engine of mass communication.
[B] From Cathedrals to books to computers the technology of communication has become more
convenient ,reliable and fast.
[C] Every time when a new communication means triumphed over the old, it divided mankind into
two groups.
[D] Computer industry has been trying hard to make people accept computers.
2. The printed book is more progressive than the Cathedral as a communication means, because
[A] it could sit on your table and did no longer tell time.
[B] it was more reliable and didn’t tell the stories of saints and demons.
[C] it was small,yet contained more information.
[D] it did not flatter religious and political power.
3. The word“awesome”in the passage means
[A] frightening. [B] causing fear and respect.
[C] amazingly new. [D] awful.
4.  People who feel miserable with computers are those '
[A] who love reading books and writing with a pen or a typewriter.
[B] who possess the wrong aptitudes of disliking and fearing new things.
[C] who have not been trained to use computers.
[D] who are born with a temperament that does not respond to computers.
5. Melinda French designed Microsoft Bob which was to ease the misery of computer users by
[A] making users feel that they are not dealingA with machines,
[B] making the program more convenient and cartoon-like.
[C] adding home pictures to the program desigﬁ.
[D] renaming the computer tasks in a folksy style.



Vocabulary

1. statuary /'stetjuori/ BRig BB LA
2. intricacies (pl) /'intrikosiz/ BEARGFH
3. theology /6i'olodzi/ g
4. advert (to) /od'vart/ RA,GE2
'5.  demonic /di:'monik/ CBRA AR
6. diplomatically /diplo'metikali/ BT W, LR &L
7. replicable /'replikobl/ TR/ ELN
8. portable /'poitobl/ gy, FRXE
9. scribble /'skribl/ #EHF, Lk
10. filing cabinet X AAE, 2 LAE
cabinet filing }E P A4
11. irreversible /,iri'vo:sabl/ FSCEUE: 2 0]
12. lapse /laps/ 2PN P ‘
13. whir /wazl/ CIRALE Bk iE H A AW Rt A E AR LS
T2 P
14. aptitude /'ztitjurd/ B KRG, A A, B
15. zoom /zuxm/ REEA BE(HBRF)  LBRHF
16. animation /,eni'meifon/ EK, BB K
17. trash /tref/ B2 %
18. culmination /Kkalmi'neifon/ X B M &
19. folksy /'fouksi/ AT, A A Rk By
20. chummy /'tfami/ EFH, RIFH

When I decided to quit my full time employment it never occurred to me that { might become a part

of a new international trend. A lateral move that hurt my pride and blocked my professional progress
prompted me to abandon my relatively high profile career although,in the manner of a disgraced govern-
ment minister, ] covered my exit by claiming®I wanted to spend more time with my family”.

Curiously , some two-and-a-half years and two novels later, my experiment in what the Americans
term* downshifting” has turned my tired excuse into an absolute reality. I have been transformed from a
passionate advocate of the philosophy of“having it all” , preached by Linda Kelsey for the past seven years
in the pages of She magazine, into a woman who is happy to settle for a bit of everything.

I have discovered ,as perhaps Kelsey will after her much-publicized resignation from the editorship of
She after a build-up of stress, that abandoning the doctrine of* juggling your life” ,and making the alterna-
 tive move into“ downshifting” brings with it far greater rewards than financial success and social status.
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Nothing could persuade me to return to the kind-of life Kelsey used to advocate and I once enjoyed:12-
hour working days,pressured deadlines, the fearful strain of office politics and ‘the limitations of bemg a
parent on“ quality time” .

In America,the move away from juggling to a simpler, less materialistic' lifestyle is a well-established
trend. Downshifting — also known in America as“voluntary simplicity” — has, ironically, even bred a
new area of what might be termed anticonsumerism. There are a number of bestselling downshifting self-
help books for people who want to simplify their lives; there are newsletters, such as The Tightwad Ga-
zette  that give hundreds of thousands of Americans useful tips on anything from recycling their cling-film
to making their own soap; there are even support groups for those who want to achieve the mid-90s equiv-
alent of dropping out.

While in America the trend started as a reaction to the economic decline — after the mass redundan-
cies caused by downsizing in the late’80s — and is still linked to the politics of thrift,in Britain, at least
among the middle-class downshifters of my acquaintance , we have different reasons for seeking to simplify
our lives. '

For the women of my generatlon who were urged to keep Jugghng through the’80s , downshifting in the
mid-"90s is not so much a search for the mythical good life — growing your own organic vegetables, and

nskmg turning into one — as a personal recognition of your limitations.

6.  Which of the following is true according to paragraph 17
[A] Full-time employment is a new international trend.
 [B] The writer was compelled by circumstances to leave her job.
[C] “A lateral move” means stepping out of full-time employment.
[D] The writer was only too eager to spend more time with her family.
7. The writer’s experiment shows that downshifting
[A] enables her to realize her dream.
[B] helps her mold a new philosophy of life.
[C] prompts her to abandon her high social status.
[D] leads her to accept the doctrine of She magazine.
8. “Juggling one’s life” probably means living a life characterized by -
[A] non-materialistic lifestyle. [B] a bit of everything.
[C] extreme stress. [D] anti-consumerism.
9. According to the passage,downshifting emerged in the U.S. as a result of
[A] the quick pace of modern life. [B] man’s adventurous spirit.

[C] man’s search for mythical experiences[ D] the economic situation.

Vocabu]ary

1. lateral /'laetorsl/ A ARG 84, & &
2. profile /'proufail/ ' &, &g
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‘3. downshifting  /'daun'fiftiy/ B T35, T4, & (RIBE F o 45 E81KH

M AIEEERTFTH)
4, juggle /'dzagl/ ) TRk, B, Ed, Xk
5. strain /strein/ By, 4w, 5, %R, MaEA
6. anti-consumerism /'@nti-kon'sjurmorizom/ BITRA P HF—EL
7. tip /tip/ LR, B EH &
8. drop out P BEH(XEREFAER)
9. redundancy /ri'dandonsi/ 34 8%

10. task /taisk/ ¥ F, 8Kk Fiek

When a Scottish research team startled the world by revealing 3 months ago that it had cloned an a-
dult sheep, President Clinton moved swiftly. Declaring that he was opposed to using this unusual animal
husbandry technique to clone humans, he ordered that federal funds not be used for such an experiment,
although no one had proposed to do so, and asked an independent panel of experts chaired by Princeton
President Harold Shapiro to report back to the White House in 90 days with recommendations for a nation-
al policy ‘'on human cloning. That group — the National Bioethics Advisory Commission ( NBAC) has
been wbrking feverishly to put its wisdom on paper, and at a meeting.on 17 May, members agreed on a
near-final draft of their recommendations.

NBAC will ask that Clinton’s 90-day ban on federal funds for human cloning be extended indefinite-
ly, and possibly that it be made a law. But NBAC members are planning to word the recommendation
narrowly to avoid new restrictions on research that involves the cloning of human DNA or cells-routine in
molecular biology. The panel has not yet reached agreement on a crucial question, however, whether to
recommend legislation that would make it a crime for private funding to be used for human cloning.

In a draft preface to the recommendations, discussed at the 17 May meeting, Shapiro suggested that
the panel had found a broad consensus that it would be“morally unacceptable to attempt to create a hu-
man child by adult nuclear cloning. ” Shapiro explained during the meeting that the moral doubt stems
mainly from fears about the risk to the health of the child. The panel then informally accepted several
general conclusions, although some details have not been settled.

- NBAC plans to call for a continued ban on federal government funding for any attempt to clone body
cell nuclei to create a child. Because current federal law already forbids the use of federal funds to create
embryos (the earliest stage of human offspring before birth) for research or to knowingly endanger an
embryo’s life, NBAC will remain silent on embryo research.

NBAC members also indicated that they will appeal to privately funded researchers and clinics not to
try to clone humans by body cell nuclear transfer.  But they were divided on whether to go further by call-
ing for a federal law that would impose a complete ban on human cloning. Shapiro and most members fa-

vored an appeal for such legislation, but in a phone interview, he said this issue was still“up in the air. ”



10. We can learn from the first paragraph that
[A] federal funds have been used in a project to clone humans.
[B] the White House responded strongly to the news of cloning.
[C] NBAC was authorized to control the. misuse of cloning technique.
[D] the White House has got the panel’s recommendations on cloning.
11. The panel agreed on all of the following except that
[A] the ban on federal funds for human cloning should be made a law.
[B] the cloning of human DNA is not to be put under more control.
[C] it is criminal to use private funding for human cloning.
[D] it would be against ethical values to clone a human being.
12. . NBAC will leave the issue of embryo research undiscussed because
[A] embryo research is just a current development of cloning.
[B] the health of the child is not the main concern of embryo research.
[C] an embryo’s life will not be endangered in embryo research.
[D] the issue is explicitly stated and settled in the law.
13. It can be inferred from the last paragraph that
[A] some NBAC members hesitate to ban human cloning completely.
[B] a law banning human cloning is to be passed in no time.
[C] privately funed researchers will respond positively to NBAC’s appeal.
[D] the issue of human cloning will soon be settled.

Vocabulary
1. husbandry /'hazbondri/ A, R, ARG F S
animal husbandry RENOMNEER F4Y
2. move /muyv/ REBATH, FhiX
3. chair /tfea/ :: REERLD EH, e EY

4. broad consensus /bro:d/ /kon'sensas/ J- Zi—%ENL.

Opinion polls are now beginning to show that, whoever is to blame and whatever happens from now
on, high unemployment is probably here to stay. This means we shall have to find ways of sharing the a-
vailable employment more widely. =

But we need to go further. We must ask some fundamental questions about the future of work. Should
we continue to treat employment as the norm? Should we not rather encourage many other ways for self-
respecting people to work? Should we not create conditions in which many of us can work for ourselves,
rather than for an employer? Should we not ‘aim to revive the household and the neighborhood , as well as
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the factory and the office, as centers of production and work?

The industrial age has been the only period of human history in which most people’s work has taken
the form of jobs. The industrial age may now be coming to an end,and some of the changes in work pat-
terns which it brought may have to be reversed. This seems a daunting thought. But, in fact, it could offer
the prospect of a better future for work. Universal employment , as its his‘tory shows , has not meant econom-
ic freedom. A _

Employment became widespread when the enclosures of the 17th and 18th centuries made many peo-
ple dependent on paid work by depriving them of the use of the land,and thus of the means to provide a
living for themselves. Then the factory system destroyed the cottage industries and removed work from
people’s homes. Later, as transport improved , first by rail and then by road, people commuted longer dis-
tances to their places of employment until, eventually, many people’s work lost all connection with their
home lives and the places in which they lived.

Meanwhile , employment put women at a disadvantage. In pre-industrial times, men and women had
shared the productive work of the household and village community. Now it became customary for the hus-
band to go out to paid employment,leaving the unpaid work of the home and family to his wife. Tax and
benefit regulations still assume this norm today and restrict more flexible sharing of work roles between the
sexes. '

It was not only women whose work status suffered. As employment became the dominant form of
work , young people and old people were excluded — a problem now,as more teenagers become frustrated
at school and more retired people want to live active lives.

All this may now have to change. The time has certainly come to switch some effort and resources a-
way from the idealist goal of creating jobs for all,to the urgent practical task of helping many people to

manage without full time jobs.

14. Research carried out in the recent opinion polls shows that
[A] available employment should be restricted to a small percentage of the population.
[B] new jobs must be created in order to rectify high unemployment figures.
[C] available employment must be more widely distributed among the unemployed.
[D] the present high unemployment figures are a fact of life.
15. The arrival of the industrial age in our historical evolution meant that
[A] universal employment virtually guaranteed prosperity.
[B] economic freedom came within everyone’s grasp.
[C] patterns of work were fundamentally changed.
[D] people’s attitudes to work had to be reversed.
16.  The enclosures of the 17th and 18th centuries meant that
[A] people were no longer legally entitled to own land.
[B] people were forced to look elsewhere for means of supporting themselves.
- [C] people were not adequately compensated for the loss of their land.
[D] people were badly paid for the work they managed to find.

17.  The effects of almost universal employment were overwhelming in that



[A] the household and village community disappeared completely.
[B] men now travelled enormous distances to their places of work.
[C] young and old people became superfluous components of society.
[D] the work status of those not in paid employment suffered.
18.  The article concludes that
[A] the creation of jobs for all is an impossibility.
[B] our efforts and resources in terms of tackling unemployment are insufficient.
[C] people should start to support themselves by learning a practical skill.
[D] we should help those whose jobs are only part-time.

————
Vocabulary

=
1. opinion poll /a'pinjon/ /pol/ REN %
2. norm /noim/ AL ATR AR, 28]
3. revive [/ri'vaiv/ ()T AF, A%, B
4. daunt /domnt/ 1% 542, &vF
5. enclosure /in'klouza/ ' GH,8EW
6. frustrate /fras'treit/ L& 23 &
7. rectify /'rektifai/ A AR & GE
8. virtual /'vastjusl/ PR bey, Fk bey
9. grasp /graisp/ IE B4

. within one’s grasp (4t /) 543 3) 44

in the grasp of =+ £ «-+-. ¥z P

10. overwhelming /,ouvo'welmiy/ PR TG, R 8
11.  superfluous /sjur'poifluss/ 346, i R #
12. tackle /'takl/ : e 4E52 , 3+ 4d

Science has long had an uneasy relationship with other aspects of culture. Think of Gallileo’s 17th-

. century trial for his rebelling belief before the Catholic Church or poet William Blake’s harsh remarks a-

gainst the mechanistic worldview of Isaac Newton. The schism between science and the humanities has, if
anything , deepened in this century.

Until recently, the sclentlﬁc community was so powerful that it could afford to ignore its critics — but
no longer. As funding for science has declined , scientists have attacked“antiscience” in several books, no-
tably Higher Superstition by Paul R. Gross,a biologist at the University of Virginia, and Norman Levitt,a
mathematician at Rutgers University: and The Demon-Haunted World ,by Carl Sagan of Cornell Universi-
ty. :
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