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Butterfly of the Noon

FERYEIR

Tick, tick, tick. The clock on the wall
was thus humming the monotonous
tune of passing time, casting a lethargic
atmosphere in the room. Silence seemed
to be the only essence of life’, leaking from
some unknown place, yet filled with the
overwhelming drowsiness®. Another idle
noon. With a book open-paged on my lap
and a cup of coffee just in reach, | listlessly
turned over the pages, uttering several
yawns to harmonize with the eternal ticktack
of the clock.

Tick, tick, tick. Outside continually
repeated the twittering and tweedling of
some crazy birds.® It was a brilliant noon.
Sunlight generously kissed all that was in
her reach, perhaps intending to bestow
energy on all the creatures, only to reduce
some of them to sleepiness. Such was my
condition. | was among the kind of people*
who were excited to watch the pouring rain
or to rush into the storm, but were totally
lost in peace and tranquillity®. The attitude
was likely to originate from® the impression

N 1. XA EMCA: Silence seems

to have taken possession of life, ...

N 2. the overwhelming drowsiness
/%, an overwhelming drowsiness

i,

%\
V3 MBRRM, RAEHE
&, AJECH: Outside some crazy
birds were twittering and tweedling
ceaselessly.

N 4. among the kind of people 7
BT, XFEREL: T was like

those who...

“+5. lost in peace and tranquillity
RAtaEEY —RBEMRE Ui
BT, WRmESHREIT KR,
T 24 but very often felt uneasy
in tranquillity ,

R

o, £ BB — S
&, FER—FHE . be likely to
MM AKEAR, AB: This
disposition probably originates
from...

< I



that thrilling situations brought about thrilling
rewards while peace very ofien came to
nothing but monotony. | realised something
must be wrong there.” But what?

Idleness soon sent my thoughts to rest.
It was a wonder that sluggishness of mind
should prevent the most efficient human
engine from working. Although | thought
no more, but was still lingering on the brink
between wake and sleep.® From my half-
lying position, | could see the flowers out
of? the windows, whose petals were edged
with a golden lace by the sun. However,
they stood erect as if they were waiting for
someone. But who'*?

Listless, | looked at them as they stood
in the sun. As | was drawn deeper and
deeper into unconsciousness, | saw some
black figure fluttering around them. This
unexpected sight aroused me from the
half-asleep state and | gave more attention
to the intruder. A butterfly! But it was not
beautiful; it was black, the dull colour. Again
| was disappointed by the little creature’s
lack of beauty." Yet | watched it closely as
something of it attracted me, though | didn't
know what."

It busied itself flying to and fro among
the fragrant' flowers, stirring a leaf here
and patting a petal there. | was quite
charmed by its energetic movement, and
sat up to catch a closer sight. The fluttering
of its wings seemed to have affected all that
was around it, leaving a revived freshness

7.1 realised ATARE, there
AR, AEAIECH: Something

must be wrong here.

8. X EJLT B R GE AR
%%, — 42 on the brink of sth.,
H—/~&& between A and B, 7,
wake 14 i 5 3 id B AR,
EH¥ME—T, B2 Ipondered
no more, and lingered between
wakefulness and sleep.

Y9, out of B— A ERHBH
W, XEREBS, %R

outside,

10 XE SR whom RER
e,

U1 B R AR A A4
fER ., ATOAM .

12 FHE A it, FHF of
3 about, RURFELF,

3 13. fragrant EHEHE LT,



wherever it passed. The essence of life was
brought out by such a fragile creature. No, it
was restored." Every movement of this little
figure seemed to be representation of life,
having the power to dispel the laziness.'

So not all the world’s creatures were
fighting in the storm?'® Some devoted all
their lives to working in the peace.'” But
what was there to work for? Once again |
set my eyes inquiringly at the busy creature
amongst the flowers. Surely it couldn’t give
me a satisfying answer'®, since the simple
thing had nothing to bother its head but the
most primitive idea to work for living"®.

The butterfly hovered for several
minutes in the mid-air and settled eventually
on a broad leaf. The golden sun beams
outlined its figure, adding to the little frame
a bit of holiness®. With the landing, all was
restored to stillness. The ever ticking of the
clock was again audible to the ears®’; the
long forgotten coffee had turned cold; the
twittering and tweedling of the birds started
to haunt the ears again. All was motionless.
All was quiet. But something was different
this time. Just like the advent of an unborn
life, something was in expectation®; just
like the outbreak after a long-suppressed
silence, something must be on its way.

Unconsciously | walked nearer the
window, partly because of my eagerness
to find out the mystery®®, partly because of
my unwillingness to disturb this little object
| was focusing my attention on. All of a

14 NBEMERE, X
VLB 4. More than that, it was
restored by this seemingly fragile
creature.

< 15. B2 seemed to be a repre-
sentation of life, E{/& seemed to
represent life itself, #RA[LA, /5
FOLF E AT B, JF A P
commanding the power to dispel
laziness H 46,

16, S0 FK? oo
------ 7 BYFESCR not all... are... 5%
all... are not..., RFICGXRE, 7
HBRA AR, WA, HER
TR L, W LA Were not all
the world’s creatures fighting the
storm ?

7. NETFORBERESR, N
Z#&: No, some actually work in
peace. HERE: AJ2 in the peace, T
SR, A——FHT.

18, HEEA— e Rme T,
#F a satisfying answer 3% f, the
answer,

19, 30 19 % 35 Y % 2 the
most primitive idea of working to
live,

<20. a bit of holiness H#i a
certain holiness,

*21. audible to the ear XFE[IFE
B HREB—HARLH audible
to the eye I}, 44 to the ear 53k
2 was audible again, A[iXEAE
AP, BATPABCA could again
be heard,

+22. A5 in expectation X AR U
¥, ME—EITAYRE in expectation
of, A B X AEIE KR LT3,
YEE BLFAR L in store,

123, EFEPERZE to find
out about the mystery,




sudden, the butterfly flapped its wings and
left the broad® leaf. | bent over. What a
sight!

The black butterfly had chosen the
leaf as a cradle for its offspring. At such a
tranquil noon when thousands of people
like me were dreaming their life away, this
ordinary creature had fulfilled its task of
life.* No thrilling reward. All was done in
such a simple way and understood only
by those who were able to understand.
But it was definitely a great deed, a deed
of significance to all the life on earth.?
Wonders and marvels do arise in the peace
of life, because life itself is a wonder.”” |
blushed, for my thought® that the little thing
didn’t have anything to teach me, even
more for my neglecting the wonders made
in the peace®.

Although there are heroes in wars,
there are heroes in obscurity;*® Though
demanding circumstances can distinguish
grandeur, grand things and events
don’t lose their lustre in less demanding
situations. In some way, advancement in
ease requires even more will and strength,
as unlike hardships, ease and comfort
makes one less alert, less energetic
and less ambitious. Life blesses all the
purposeful things, regardless of their
situation. And under the sun, all the labour
of living is equally sacred and respectable.”

My eyes traced the flight of the butterfly
as it flew farther and farther to some

“24. B HI U —4b Y fragrant
—#, X B broad 2 M=
ﬁg—%. T—EEEK black

“25. FH BIPE, LR .
When people like me were
dreaming life away, this little
creature had found a way for life.

*26. deed AHl act; great /A
b, definitely 2, HILHE:
But it had a significance to all life
on earth.

-27. wonder 5 marvel H4
AE? BIHEY, B4
7?5, because HIESHIRT —
e, AAEAIHH: Even in the
peace of life, wonders never cease,
for life itself is a wonder.

28 i, WM -ing UK,
WE LR ZFER S, AT AGE
f: I blushed, for thinking that...

<29. IERHEHCE work wonders,
iX B work Wy i % 4 1A H H
wrought, Bl for (my) overlooking
the wonders wrought in peace,

-30. FERIBXMEERZH
there are these and there are those
45 ¥, Bl; There are heroes in
wars and in obscurity. B4b, ik
B,

-31. equally N2MRHiE, =]

>4: Everywhere under the sun,
all fashions of labour are sacred
and respectable.



unknown destination. Tick, tick, tick. The
clock hummed its inspiring song, making my
heart beat with it and warning® me of the
loss of time. And the newly-revived vigour
and purpose pervaded the room which
lethargy used to occupy, converting the
singing of the birds into a marching tune.

V2 wam kKT, HRR

remind,




