‘ Voice of America
© BARIE" HEEVOAER

EENNEASENN,
. BBEVOAETHH
BiEERN,




gé*ﬁx\ nﬁ’l% Easy Learn—VOA Special English

VOABSIES

Hz&

TR,
FAERA.

FEAREME.
HOR.

PRI

T hRHEER

: XEE AT

HE.  (HUERBZHRE)

A% =B
7J = 18

SIE EER

i

% H
’5

£ o Nk
EP=5 MBFLR
T BIRR
231 578 EWEIT
Susan Parrish () Mitchell Kelly
Mark McCallum Mitchell Kel

2@ E % I 4t

O




——

D)

il

Language is a door, through which we may walk closer to success;
Language is a window, out of which we can see a colorful life;
LLanguage is a mirror, in which we can find both others and ourselves.
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Bush Faces Opposition, Low Public
Support for Troop Plan for Irag

This is IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English.

President Bush told the American people this week that he
plans to send more troops to Irag. He called the situation there
unacceptable and added: “Where mistakes have been made,
the responsibility rests with me.”

The president spoke Wednesday night from the White
House.

Mister Bush said past efforts to secure Baghdad failed for two
main reasons. First, there were not enough Iragi and American
troops to secure areas that had been cleared. Secondly, he said,
there were too many restrictions on American forces.

Under the new plan, more than twenty thousand American
troops will join the roughly 130,000 already in the war. Most will
go to Baghdad to help Iraqi forces. Others will go to the most
violent area outside the capital, Anbar province in the west.
The president called Anbar the home base for al-Qaida in Iraq.

His “New Way Forward” plan also calls for more than one
billion dollars in additional economic aid for Iraq.

Mister Bush has been under pressure to bring American
troops home. He says an increase is needed first, to prevent
the collapse of the democratically elected Iraqi government.
But the newspaper USA Today, for example, found that just
12% of the American people support sending more troops.

President Bush said the Iragi government will deploy Iraqi
Army and National Police across Baghdad to support local
police. He said he has made it clear to Iragi leaders that
America’s presence in Iraqg is not open-ended. If the Iraqi
government does not follow through on its promises, he said, it
will lose the support of the American people.

He expressed the belief that victory is still possible, in the
sense of a democratic Irag that would serve as an exémple
for the Arab world. He said succeeding in Iraq also requires
defending its territory. He said the United States will target
what he called the “flow of support” from Iran and Syria for
attacks on American forces.

President Bush said American military commanders believe



his plan can work. But Senator Dick Durbin, in the Democratic
answer to the speech, said the president is ignoring the advice of
most of his top generals.

The war was a major cause of the Republican loss of
Congress in the November elections. The new Democratic
leaders in Congress condemned the troop increase even before
Mister Bush presented it.

They are planning advisory votes in both houses to urge the
president not to send more troops. But many Democrats say that
is not enough. Some Republicans are also against the plan.

Separately, Defense Secretary Robert Gates announced a
plan to increase the Army and Marine Corps by 92,000 troops.
The increase, over five years, requires congressional approval.
He also announced that some part-time forces will be called to
duty for a second time before the usual five-year waiting period.

IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English was written by Brianna
Blake. I'm Bob Doughty.

Vocabulary | £33 %

restriction [ris'trik[an] n. R, 293

deploy [di'plai] V.

commander [ke'ma:nda] n.

advisory [ed'vaizeri] adj. J

congressional  [ken'grefenal]  adi.
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Answer the questions briefly without referring to the

manuscript:

1. Mister Bush said past efforts to secure Baghdad failed for
two main reasons. What are the two reasons?

2. According to the newspaper USA Today, how many
American people support sending more troops to Irag?

3. How much does “New Way Forward” plan call for in
additional economic aid for Irag?



Bush Wins on Irag Bill, but Democrats
Promise to Renew Fight

This is IN THE NEWS in VOA Special Enblish.

This week in Washington, Congress approved a war spending
bill that President Bush said he would sign. There was debate on
an immigration bill. And hearings continued into why the Justice
Department dismissed eight federal prosecutors last year.

The Irag spending bill was approved Thursday after majority
Democrats dropped their demand to set a date for a troop
withdrawal. But the bill does threaten to cut economic aid if the Iraqi
government fails to make progress on political and security reforms.

Democrats say they will fight for a withdrawal plan in the next
war-financing bill.

The one just approved contains 120 billion dollars in
spending. 95 billion of that will pay for military operations in Iraq
and Afghanistan through September. Billions will go to unrelated
projects at home.

Also included in the bill is the first increase in almost ten years
in the federal minimum wage. Many of the lowest-paid workers
are immigrants. And on Monday the Senate opened debate on an
immigration bill.

Supporters of immigration reform, including President Bush,
say the bill is needed to help fix a broken system. An estimated
12 million immigrants are in the United States illegally.

Proposals include stronger border security, a temporary worker
program and a path for undocumented workers to become legal.

One proposal would create two-year renewable visas for
foreign temporary workers. On Wednesday the Senate voted to
cut the proposed number of temporary workers in half, to two
hundred thousand a year.

Some groups say the bill would separate families of immigrant
workers. Labor unions worry that the bill would create a new class
of poorly paid migrants with few legal protections. Employers
are divided over proposed changes that could also affect highly
skilled foreign workers. And some critics say the bill would
reward people who entered the country illegally.

The Senate is expected to end debate on the immigration bill
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in the middle of June. At that time senators could take a rare
no-confidence vote in Attorney General Alberto Gonzales over
the Justice Department dismissals. ‘

On Wednesday a committee in the House questioned
a former Gonzales aide who worked with the White House.
Monica Goodling said she “crossed the line” by bringing
political considerations into some hiring decisions at the
department. But she said she had only a limited part in the
replacement of United States attorneys.

Democrats said her statements raised new questions about
dismissals that they suggest were made for political reasons.
But a Republican lawmaker said there were no surprises and
no evidence of corruption.

Democrats and some Republicans want Alberto Gonzales
to resign. President Bush says he supports him and hopes
Congress will move quickly to finish hearings that he calls
“political theater.”

And that's IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English, written by
Brianna Blake. I'm Steve Ember.

Vocabulary | #i35%8

immigration [.imi'greifen] n. BR

withdrawal [wid'dro:al] n. mE, #e
no-confidence vote TEERE
replacement [ripleismant] n. B, &%
dismissal [dis'misal] n. %R, BE
corruption [ka'rapfan] n. B, &RiT
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Choose the correct answer for each question:

1. Hearings continued into why the Justice Department
dismissed last year.
A. eighteen federal prosecutors
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B. eight federal officers

C. eight federal prosecutors

D. eighty federal officials

The bill does threaten to cut economic aid if the Iraqi

government fails to make progress on R

A. economic and security reforms

B. political and security reforms

C. political and economic reforms

D. political and legal reforms

An estimated immigrants are in the United

States illegally.

A. twelve million B. twenty million

C. two million D. two billion

Monica Goodling said she "crossed the line" by bringing
into some hiring decisions at the department.

A. personal taste B. political election

C. political considerations D. Presidents’ suggestion

President Bush says he hopes Congress will move quickly

to finish hearings that he calls .

A. political drama. B. political theater.

C. congress drama D. congress theater.

Issues after Killings at Virginia Tech Go
Beyond Debate over Gun Laws

This is IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English.

Friday was a statewide day of mourning in Virginia for
the people shot to death Monday at Virginia Tech. But other
Americans also honored the 32 students and teachers. Some
of the victims at the university in Blacksburg were from other
countries. The attack by a student, Cho Seung-hui, who also
killed himself, was the deadliest shooting in modern American
history.

The tragedy brought back memories of other school
shootings, including what had been the worst. In fact, Friday
was the 8th anniversary of the attack at Columbine High School
in Colorado. Two young men killed twelve other students and
one teacher, and themselves.

Often, when a shooting captures national attention, debate



about gun control follows. This week some of the calls to restart
that debate came from political leaders in other countries.

Australian Prime Minister John Howard spoke of the gun
culture in the United States. He noted that his own country took
action to limit the availability of guns after a man killed 35 people
in Tasmania 11 years ago.

British Home Office minister Tony McNulty studied at Virginia
Tech. If the tragedy starts a serious debate on gun laws, he says,
then some good may come from it.

The White House said Friday that President Bush has ordered
federal officials to study issues raised by the shooting. These
include how to deal with people whose mental health problems
can make them a danger.

On Monday, a spokeswoman said the president believes that
people have a right to arms, but all laws -must be followed.

The Second Amendment to the Constitution says: “A well
regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free state,
the right of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be
infringed.”

Gun laws are not the only issue. Others involve privacy laws
and disability rights that protect people with mental disorders.

Cho Seung-hui was born in South Korea but lived most of
his life in the United States. He was known at Virginia Tech as
a troubled person. He studied English and some of his writings
were so violent they scared other students and his professors.

But schools may worry about legal action if they expel a
student who has not made direct threats. Virginia Tech officials
say they did what they could within the law.

The shooter was armed with two handguns that he recently
bought after passing a criminal history check. There are federal
laws, but each state also has its own laws on buying and selling
guns. Virginia is among the states with fewer restrictions than others.

The Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun Violence says an
estimated 39% of American homes have a gun. The campaign
points to national injury reports from 2004, the most recent year
available. There were almost 30,000 gun-related deaths. About
40% were murders. Most of the others were suicides or accidents.

And that's IN THE NEWS in VOA Special English. I'm Steve
Ember. 9
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victim ['viktim] n. FEA
anniversary [ieeni'veisari] n. SEE5nA
availability [awveila'biliti] n. o
expel [iks'pel] V. Frik
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