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Lesson 1

Text A
Airline Services (1)

The airlines of the world offer many varieties of services
in many different kinds of aircraft. Transcontinental and
transoceanic flights are made in giant jet planes, some of
which can carry several hundred passengers on each flight.
Smaller jets are commonly used on the shorter, more heavily
traveled routes between major centers of population—Paris —
London, for instance. In contrast to the jets are propeller
airplanes, as they are now generally called, which are slower
and smaller than the jets. ' Many different kinds of propeller
planes fly on short routes into small airports that cannot
handle the big planes. The DC-3, one of the first successful
commercial airplanes, is still used in many parts of the
world.

There are several ways in which airline service can be
divided into categories. One distinction is between trunk
lines and feeder lines. Trunk lines are those which operate
between major population centers. New York to San Juan,
Puerto Rico, is an example of a trunk route. Feeder Lines,
which are sometimes called local lines, connect smaller cities

and towns with each other or with the major centers and the
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major airports. > A passenger traveling from Binghamton, New
York, to Mayaguez, Puerto Rico, would probably take a
flight on a feeder airline from Binghamton to New York City.
There he would change to a major airline which would take
him on to San Juan. At San Juan he would transfer to another
feeder airline to travel on to Mayaguez.

In the last few years, there has been a rapid develop-
ment of feeder airlines in the United States and in many other
countries. Some smaller cities have no other means of public
passenger transportation. In countries where there is a large
frontier, such as Canada or Brazil, air service may provide
access to some areas even before they are reached by roads. 3
Similarly, in countries with rugged terrain, such as Colom-
bia, airplanes can provide more effective transportation be-
tween regions than highways or railroads.

Airline passenger service can also be divided into
scheduled and non-scheduled flights. A scheduled flight
leaves at the same time on the same day to the same desti-
nation. The schedule for the flight is published by the airline
in its timetable. The passenger can make a reservation in
advance for a scheduled flight with the reasonable expectation
that the ﬂight will leave at a certain time and go to a certain
place regardless of the number of passengelis who have tickets
for the flight. * Many scheduled flights often carry only a small
number of passengers.

A non-scheduled flight, on the other hand, depends on
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the availability of passengers and aircraft. It is more or less
the air version of taxi or rent-a-car service.’® It takes pas-
sengers where they want to go at a time that is convenient for
them, as long as a plane is available. ¢ Non-scheduled flights
may carry only a few passengers in a small plane, or they
may carry hundreds of people on a jumbo jet. These latter
flights are often called charters. Charters are especially
popular with groups on vacation since they usually cost much
less than scheduled flights on the same routes. We will dis-
cuss charter flights in more detail in Lessons 15 and 16.
Scheduled airlines often provide non-scheduled ser-
vices—particularly charter flights—during the tourist season.
Occasionally, they also provide extra sections of scheduled
flights at times when travel over a particular route is espe-
cially heavy—during a holiday weekend, for example. An

extra section of course depends on the availability of aircraft.

New Words
airline ['ealain] n. WEAT, L ()
flight [flait] n. ©iT, A
jet (plane) [d3et] n. - BRE (kL)

transcontinental [treenzkontimentol] a. BEBSFhE ’
transoceanic [trenzoufi'enik] a. B REN, i H

;3343
route [rust] n. WLk, ik
major ['meid3a] a. : HEMN, E8H, £



airport ['eapoit] n.

handle ['hendl] n & v

commercial [ka'moifal] a.

category [ 'keetigori] n.
" distinction [dis'tipkfon] n.

trunk [trapk] n.

operate ['opareit] v.

connect [ko'nekt] ».

transfer ['treensfo] v.

frontier ['frantia] n.

access ['zkses] n.

similarly ['similali] ad.

rugged ['ragid] a.

terrain ['terein] n.

effective [i'fektiv] a.

region ['ritd3on] n.

destination [destimeifon] n.

publish ['pablif] .
schedule ['skedzul]}

['fedjuzl] 7. & .

timetable [ 'taimteibl] n.

reservation [rezo'veifon] n.
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reasonable [ 'rizznabl] a. M, HFEHEY,
P )

expectation [ekspek'teifon] n. Wife, WM, B

certain ['soiton] a. —EW, F—, Ffh

regardless [ri'ga:dlis] ad. A, RE®, N

ticket [ 'ikit] n. 2R, 5R

availability [aveilo'biliti] n. FIFEHE, TR, B
Bk

version ['vo:ifon] n. B (X), FR

convenient [kon'viiniont] a. FER, ERE

particularly [po'tikjulali] ad. B, W, LK

occasionally [o'keizonali] ad. 18R

extra ['ekstra] a. BWINE, ZRE

section ['sekfon] n. wWar, B

available [o'veilobl] a. AR AR, TR

jumbo ['d3Ambou] a. PN

charter ['tfa:to] n. & ». Al

particular [pa'tikjuls] a. FrRE, AR,
AE

Phrases and Expressions

scheduled flight(s) FE A BE

non-scheduled flight(s) A E SRR

in contrast to e MR, oo
FE Rt



propeller plane

divide. . . into

feeder line(s) WAL, (BLE)
X4

local line(s) Mgk, AR
25N E)

in advance 2o, #Hy

on the other hand o, H—TiE

rent-a-car service HEN 5

as long as o R — K RE

charter flight B, LT, 8
HLALBE

take off L

non-stop flight HikfiHE

Notes

1. In contrast to the jets are propeller airplanes, as they are
now generally called, which are slower and smaller than
the jets.

@ mHHE4% In contrast to the jets are propeller air-
planes, H in contrast to the jets fE are &%,
® in contrast to  “5------HH", “H-- - BEI R
a. in contrast to fEFRIE '
7. His white hair was in sharp contrast to his dark
skin.
b. in contrast to fERE



i In contrast to his brother, he was always consider-
ate in his treatment of others. .
® as FIFHRREFNGE, FERIEM----- °
@ which 5| 324k FRBIHEE BN
Hrp slower and smaller 2210 LRI R,

2. Feeder lines, which are sometimes called local lines,
connect smaller cities and towns with each other or with
the major centers and the major airports.

@ A1 which 519 R4k R HitE e BN A
@ connect. . . with. .. -5 HE
tn: The wire connects this one with that one.
This sentence does not seem to connect with the
context.

3. In countries where there is a large frontier, such as
Canada or Brazil, air service may provide access to some
areas even before they are reached by roads.

@ A where 51 RHREIEMNE, B countries,
@ even before 5| % #y R EPRIEAA,

4. The passenger can make a reservation in advance for a
scheduled flight with the reasonable expectation that the
flight will leave at a certain time and go to a certain place
regardless of the number of passengers who have tickets for
the flight.

@ /1 that 5|5 8RR A EMH, 38 expectation
o
@ who 51 R REFEMMNA), B4 passengerso
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® regardless of A%, I
4n: Everyman has the right to live where he wants to,
regardless of the colour of his skin.
He would see them through, regardless of expense.
It is more or less the air version of taxi or rent-a-car ser-
vice. ,
more or less L, E—FEBEL; Kk E, kX4
#: I’ve more or less succeeded and they haven’t.

The trip will take ten days, more or less.

6. It takes passengers where they want to go at a time that is

I.

1.
2.

convenient for them, as long as a plane is available.
@ A where 5] i RURIE AT
@ g+ that 5| EFME, B timeo
@ HR as long as (HE---) FIHAMRIENA,
#i: I'm happy as long as you are happy.
as long as ZEEEARER “BR” ( =since)

#: As long as you’re up, get me a drink.
Exercises

Answer the following questions.

Why do some airlines still use propeller airplanes?
What is the difference between trunk lines and feeder
lines? Are there any feeder lines operating in your area?

If so, what are they? With what trunk lines do they con-
nect?

3. Why has there been a rapid development of feeder lines in
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recent years?
4. What is the difference between scheduled and non-
scheduled flights?

5. What is an extra section?

I. Spell the words with the help of their definitions and
first letters.

1. a ___ usually used as a technical-sounding equivalent to
airplane

2. a ____the place where airplanes take off or land

3. f ___used generally for the act of flying

4. r ___ the way or road or line over which transportation
moves between two points

5. t ___ aschedule which shows the times at which airplanes
or other forms of transportation arrive and depart

6. ¢ It takes passengers where they want to go at a time

that is convenient for them, as long as a plane is

available.

m. Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with an
appropriate word or phrase.

1. ___ planes came into service on the air routes in the
1950; before that time ____ were used.

2. There was so much business over the Christmas weekend
that the airline put on several ___.

3. He couldn’ t get a seat on the nine o  clock ___, sohe
took one that left at eight.

4. The ____from New York to Paris on that route always goes

9



