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YANG XIAONING was born in zhangshu, jiangxi Province on July 1949.

He once worked as a member of Qingjiang County Standing Committee of the
CPC; Vice County Magistrate; Director of the Bureau of Culture of Yichun District;
Secretary & Mayor of Yichun (County Level); Executive Vice Mayor of Yichun; Vice
Secretary of Xinyu Municipal Committee of the CPC; Vice Secretary of Yichun
Municipal Committee of the CPC.

Now he works as President of the Standing Congress. He is also a member of
Chinese Photographer Association.

He has published his personal photo gallery of Poetry of the State and the

painting album of the Shining Moon Mountain as a chief editor.
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PREFACE

This is not a chilly winter in Beijing. The relatively warm weather reminds me of the global warming problem

people all around the world are concerned with nowadays. In such a warm winter, | am so much impressed by the
sample photo gallery from author and photographer Mr. Yang Xiaoning, who is from Yichun, Jiangxi province.

The photo gallery, called the Artists in the Wild, is focused on natural environment and wild lives. On the first
page the author and photographer wrote: To all people who respect, treasure and love lives. Seeing these words,
I am very much relieved and pleased that more and more photographers are using their cameras to express their
feelings over our natural environment.

I must say that photo galleries about birds are not rare. | can” t say whether Mr. Yang™ s gallery is the best
of them all. However, many of the photos in his gallery are very exquisite and unique. For example, in the chapter
of Huangzhou Riversides, with Sprites Flying, we can see many photos about egrets catching and eating fishes.
These pictures clearly reflect the moments that the fishes are eaten by the egrets. As a photographer myself, |
must say that Mr. Yang must have put a lot of time and used a lot of techniques to catch these moments and put
them on the pictures. What is also great about this gallery is that in addition to showing the lives of the egrets and
the cranes from different angles and perspectives, the photos also reflect the feelings, thoughts and imaginations
associated with the moments of these lovely birds. The whole gallery is thought-provoking.

The author of the gallery is an amateur photographer, who has not too much experience in photography.
He could only enjoy his beloved photography in spare time when he is off work. He also must study the theories
in photography himself through practice. In just as short as three or four years, he has mastered all the major
theories and skills. From his gallery we can see that many of the skills are applied to his photos nicely (such as
snatching); some of his pictures have already won awards in national competitions in photography. Besides his
constant endeavors, Mr. Yang also has some talent in arts and desires for excellence which have helped him
succeed.

In conclusion, this photo gallery is a great set of pictures depicting natural environment and lives. With light
and shadows, the great success in protecting wild lives in China is reflected in the photos. Other than that, the
gallery also tells us a story about the turns of the life from birth, growth to reproduction. This is not only a gallery
of arts, but also a reminder for us human beings to respect and protect the natural environment of our mother

earth. | hope more and more photographers like Mr. Yang will bring us excellent works and insights in the future.

Shao Hua, Chairman of the China Photographers Association
January 6, 2008
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A Sincere Appreciation of Nature and Life

--- Random thoughts about the photograph collection "Singing Egrets and Dancing Cranes"

Most people love birds especially Yang Xiaoning. As a bird lover, he even "always communicated with them as if they were my
mentors and friends". | am really understanding his feelings from this words .

As a city-level leader with busy works, Yang Xiaoning can endure long trips, hard works and rough environments in order to take
pictures of egrets and cranes that are so much, so amazing and help more people enjoy beauties of ecological environment and arts.
Therefore | am very admiring his spirit in pursuing arts.

After appreciate these creations expressing egrets and cranes, | want to say something from three aspects.

1. Exquisite art skills. Due to lightsome bodies, swift flights and changing gestures, it is hard to take a picture of birds with
well grasp of vacancy and existence, especially vivid and interesting moments. But these pictures taken by Xianning are perfect in
reflecting vacancy and existence, moving and stopping, light and shadow, layer and quality, main and background. Some pictures
with interesting moments and gestures such as loving, courtship, playing, pursuit, feeding, studying and flying show photographer” s
professional skills.

Art skill is a bridge linking life and art, artisan and artist. These pictures with beautiful, lovely and vivid birds should be attributed to
Yanng Xiaoning's talents and skills.

2. Deep "base out of poem". The "base out of poem" is the real life, mainly including sufficient accumulations and preparations
before creating. First is skilled technique. As mentioned above, only with deep technique base can artist create perfect works easily.
The second is deep life base. Yang Xiaoning has done well in this aspect. In order to take pictures of these birds, Xianning referred a
lot of materials, combined on-site investigation so that he gains a lot of knowledge about these birds including living habits, act rules
and behaviors. In addition, he also gets further knowledge such as inhabiting, multiplication and migration of the birds. Therefore, his
success is based on these accumulations in knowledge, life and skills---"base out of poem".

2. Profound art realm. For some meaningful photographs, artistic conception is not only in concrete visual pictures but also in
imagines evoked by the pictures, because imagines out of pictures are just boundless art scope. Involving living environment of human
being, harmony between human and nature, even building complete harmonious society, the art realms out of these pictures are wider
and profounder than themselves.

Today some developed countries even several developing countries still consider relationship between human and nature with
a view of "Human Centered Theory". Putting emphasis on human beings' orientation and domination over nature, they overdevelop
and rob earth resources, pollute and destroy natural environment, hunt and kill animal at will, all these result serious ecological crisis
and directly destroy harmonious relationship between humans and nature (ancient Chinese called it as "unity of universe and human
beings") . Aiming at these situations, Chinese government has been taking protection measures to protect plants and birds from living
and multiplication aspects. From this background, with living and powerful warnings, Yang Xiaoning' creations are calling for protecting
ecological environment and earth resources which human beings rely on. Profound art realm is embodied in these pictures that must

be favored by all audiences. Congratulate on the publication of this collection

Yuan Yiping, Consultant of China Photographers Association
January 12, 2008
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XIANGSHAN FOREST
WITH ANGELS REPRODUCING

The Saint of Poem Du Fu said in his poem: The two yellow
orioles are singing on the green tree, and a line of white egrets
are flying up to the blue sky. Because of this picture described in
the poem, white egrets have always been the topics of Chinese
poems, songs and paintings.

Egrets are slim, elegant and gentle birds. In China, they
are the animals for Secondary Level Protection. These birds
often live south of the Yangtze River. In the Xiangshan Forestry
Center, 30km northwest of Nanchang, Jiangxi Province, a large
forest of pine trees is the paradise for egrets. From April to
August each year, more than a hundred thousand egrets live in
the forest. They build nests, attract each other and reproduce
their offspring in here. The nature has witnessed the generations
of these birds.

In each spring, love spreads all over the forestry center.
Egrets, with their elegance and grace, stage a love story in
here. After this short yet beautiful season, new lives will be born.
The growth of baby egrets is the best return to their parents’
careful nursing. The greatness of lives lies in here, right in the
natural environment in which egrets are making their society
more and more prosperous. Life after life, generation after
generation, the show on the riverside of Poyang Lake never

ends.
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