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A philosopher found a statue of Double-faced God in the
ruins of Rome. As it was the first time he had seen such an image
he asked curiously, “What god are you? Why do you have double
faces?”

The god answered, “I am Double-faced God. I look back
to the past with one face to learn lessons and look forward to the
future with another full of hope.”

The philosopher asked again, “What about the present——the
most significant present? Have you paid any attention to it?”

“The present!” the god was taken aback. “How could I
spare a minute to it since I am so busy with the past and the

future?”’

“The past is gone,” said the philosopher, “while the future
is yet to come. What we can grasp is the present; if you ignore
the present, your knowledge about the past and future will be

meaningless however great it is!”
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The god, suddenly awakened to the truth, burst out crying,
“How correct your comment is! It was precisely because I didn’t
grasp the pi'esent that the ancient city of Rome was turned into a
page of history while I myself was thrown into the ruins.”
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No Greater Love

I heard this story when I was in Vietnam, and it was told to

me as fact.

Whatever their planned target, the mortar rounds landed in
an orphanage run by a missionary group in the small Vietnamese
village. The missionaries and one or two children were killed
outright, and several more children were wounded, including one
young girl, about eight years old. g

People from the village requested medical help from a
neighboring town that had radio contact with the American
forces. Finally, an American Navy doctor and nurse arrived in a
jeep with only their medical kits. They established that the girl
was the most critically injured. Without quick action, she would
die of shock and loss of blood.

A transfusion was imperative, and a donor with matching
blood type was required. A quick test showed that neither Ameri-
can had the correct type, but several of the uninjured orphans did.

~ The doctor spoke pidgin Vietnamese, and the nurse a smat-
tering of high-school French. Using that combination, together
with much impromptu sigh language, they tried to explain to
their young, frightened audience that unless they could replace
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