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Agrippina to Nero

I do not wonder that barren Silana has no sense of maternal affection. One who
has never borne a son naturally would not know how to bear the loss of one. Nature’
renders either hateful or indifferent those objects that we do not ourselves experi—
ence... | am amazed that even the most skillful sorcery of words could make you pay
the least attention to such barbarous inhumanity...

Don’t you know, my son, the affection all mothers naturally bear their children?
Our love is unbounded, incessantly fed by that tenderness unknown to all but our—
selves. Nothing should be more dear to us than what we have bought with the risk of
our lives; nothing more precious than what we have endured such grief and pain to
procure. These are so acute and unbearable that ff it were not for the vision of a suc—
cessful birth, which makes us forget our agonies, generation would soon cease.

Do you forget that nine full months I carried you in my womb and nourished
you with my blood? How likely is it, then, that I would destroy the dear child who
cost me so much anguish to bring into the world? It may be that the just gods were
angry at my excessive love of you, and used this way to punish me.

Unhappy Agfippina! You are suspected of a crime of which nobody could real-
ly think you guilty. ... What does the title of empress mean to me, if I am accused

of a crime that even the basest of women would abhor? Unhappy are those who

1

_ ot sman N2 TH 281




breathe the air of the court. The wisest of people are not secure from storms in that
harbor. There even a calm is dangerous. But why blame the court? Can that be the
canse of my being suspected of parricide?...

Tell me, why should I plot against your life? To plunge myself into a worse
fate? That’s not likely. What hopes could induce me to build upon your downfall? I
know that the lust for empire often corrupts the laws of nature; that justice has no
sword to punish those who offend in this way; and that ambition disregards wrong so
long as it succeeds in its aim... Nay, to what deity could I turn for absolution after 1
had committeed so black a deed?

What difficulties have I not surmounted to crown your brow with laurels? But I
insult your gratitude by reminding you of my services. My innocence ought not to de—

fend itself but to rely whoily on your justice.

Farewell
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Henry viii to Anne Boleyn

Myne Sweetheart,

This shall be to advertise you of the great ellingness that I find here since your
departing, for I ensure you, 1 lhink the time longer since your departing now last
than I was wont to do a whole Fortnight; I think your Kindness and my Fervence of
Love causeth it, for otherwise I would not thought it possible, that for so little a
while it should have grieved me, but now that I am coming to ward you, me thin—
keth my Pains by half released, and also I am right well comforted, insomuch that
my Book maketh sub stantially for my Matter, in writing whereof I have spent above
four Hours this Day, which caused me now write the shorter Letter to you at this
Tyme, because of some Payne in my Head, wishing myself(specially an Evening) in
my Sweethearts Armes whose pretty Duckys 1 trust shortly to kysse. Write with the
Hand of him that was, is, and shall be yours by his will.

H.R.
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Voltaire to Olympe Dunoyer

The Hague, 1713.

I am a prisoner here in the name of the King; they can take my life, but not the
love that I feel for you. Yes, my adorable mistress, tonight I shall see you, and if I
had to put my head on the block to do it. For Heaven’s sake, do not speak to me in
such disastrous terms as you write; you mast live and be cauti, ous; beware of mada
me your mother as of your worst enemy. What do I say? Beware of everybody, trust
no one; keep yourself in readiness, as soon as the moon is visible, I shall leave the
hotel incognito, take a carriage or a chaise, we shall drive like the wind to
Scheveningen; I shall take paper and ink with me; we shall write our letters.

If you love me, reassure yourself, and call all your strength and presence of mind to
your aid; do not let your mother notice anything, try to have your picture, and be assured
that the menace of the greatest tortures will not prevent me to serve you.

No, nothing has the power to part me from you; our love is based upon virtue,
and will last as long as our lives. Adieu, there is nothing that I will not brave for
your sake; you deserve much more than that. Adieu, my dear heart!

Arouet

7

Iy

R
Dating Right in One’s Heart W’k&ﬂﬁ



