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Passage 02\

Werksheet

1. Write out the first three ways the author suggests in the passage to increase your learning
ability.
1) Look at the whole picture first.
2) Slow down and talk to yourself.

3) Practice memory-developing techniques.

2. The story given at the beginning of the passage shows that .
A) education makes difference to one’s intelligence

B) man is born intelligent

() intelligence can be improved with certain skills

D) intelligence of an individual is fixed

Answer: C

3. In the past experts had believed that a person’s learning ability was a fixed one but now

they think human intelligence is expandable. With proper skills people can in fact in-

crease their learning ability and almost everyone can master these skills with practice.

4. With easy materials, you may read quickly: with complicated, difficult materials, how-
ever, you have to read slowly.

5. In the passage, the author mentions the three strong points a good learner has. They
are:
1) vocalizing/voicing the material;
2) rereading the material that he doesn’t understand the first time, and
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3) becoming actively involved with new information.

6. Complete the following diagram about the two kinds of commonly used mnemonics.
mnemonics

[ |
to transform new information into more to invent visual clues that will make un-

easily remembered words or phrases familiar things mean something to you.
e.g. “arithmetic” — “A rat in Tom’s e.g. “pato” — Imagine a duck waddling
house may eat Tom’s ice cream.” about with a large pot over its head

- pot = pato = duck

7. Mnemonics is believed to be able to increase memory by two or three times.

8. Short-term memory (STM) lasts 30-60 seconds while long-term memory (LTM) can

last a lifetime. and the key to developing good memory is to turn useful information
from STM to LTM.

Introduction

Experience tells us that some people learn quicker than others. Is an individual’s
ability to learn a fixed capacity? Can people improve their learning ability? These are the
questions we are interested in, Over the last twenty years or so psychologists and educators
have come to believe that human intelligence is expandable. There is increasing proof
that with proper skills people can actually improve their learning ability. The author
suggests six proven ways to improve your learning and suggests that with practice almost
anyone can master these basic skills of learning. The first three ways are suggested in the
first part of the article (Passage A).

First, skimming is a useful skill to help you get a general picture of the material you
are going to read. The table of contents, introductions, titles and subtitles, photo captions,
and summaries will all increase your comprehension.

Second, don’t read too fast. Read with comprehension. If you don’t understand
something, reread the material.

Thirdly, practice memory-developing techniques.




Reading and Writing: Unit One 3

The Detailed Study of the Dassage
While Ted went on and on about the technical details he had picked up from the
book, Dan hesitantly offered only a few comments: While Ted kept talking about
the technical details he had learned/gained/acquired from the book, Dan hesitantly
gave only a few remarks. The repetition of “on” linked by “and” suggests that the
action of talking continues to happen.
e.g. We talked on and on until midnight.
cf. We talked for hours and hours.
When Bill was happy, he laughed and laughed.
pick up: to learn; come to have; gain
e.g. I have picked up a lot of useful ideas from the book.
Where did you pick up your Spanish?
“Ted got so much more out of the reading than I did” ...: *Ted learned so much
more from the book than I did/Ted gained so much more from the reading than |
did” ... “To get ... out of " means “to gain (something) from (something such as an
activity or doing something).
... “Is he much smarter than 1 am?”: ... “Is he much cleverer than I am?”
educational backgrounds: the kinds of education Dan and Ted had received. “Back-
ground” refers to the kind of family one comes from, for example rich or poor, the
kind of education one has had, the things one has done, etc.
... that an individual’s ability to leam was a fixed capacity: ... that a person’s learning
ability was an unchangeable/invariable one.
capacity: ability or power; the amount that something can hold or contain
e.g. He has an enormous capacity for hard work/enjoying himself.
His capacity to remember facts is remarkable.
The seating capacity of this hall is 500.
cf. ability: skills, power, or other qualities that are needed in order to do something
e.g. He has the ability to do the work.
... have come to think otherwise: ... have come to think differently/in a different
way. “Come to + V" indicates that something happens gradually over a fairly long
period of time.
e.g. I have come to like him quite a lot.

They had come to see the problem in a new light.




