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THE ESSAY
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Think carefully about the issue presented in the
following excerpt and the assignment below:

The principle is this: each failure leads us
closer to deeper knowledge, to greater creativ-
ity in understanding old data, to new lines of
inquiry. Thomas Edison experienced 10,000
failures before he succeeded in perfecting the
light bulb. When a friend of his remarked that
10,000 failures was a lot, Edison replied, “I
didn’t fail 10,000 times, I successfully elimi-
nated 10,000 materials and combinations that
didn’t work.”
Adapted from Myles Brand,
“Taking the Measure of Your Success”
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Assignment: What is your view on the idea
that it takes failure to achieve success? Plan and
write an essay in which you develop your point
of view on this issue. Support your position
with reasoning and examples taken from your
reading, studies, experience, or observations.
Adapted from
www.collegeboard.com/newsat/hs/writing/essay.html
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MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
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Sample Questions

1. The custom of awarding huge scholarships
to college athletes have gotten out of hand.
(A) of awarding huge scholarships to col-
lege athletes have gotten out of hand

(B) of huge scholarships awarded to col-
lege athletes has gotten out of hand

(C) of awarding gigantically huge scholar-
ships to student athletes attending
college have gotten out of hand

(D) is out of hand by which awards for
college athletes are granted huge
scholarships

(E) of rewarding college athletes with
huge scholarships are out of hand

Explanation: A basic rule of English grammar is
that the subject of a sentence must agree in number
with its verb. That is, a singular subject must have
a singular verb, and a plural subject must be
accompanied by a plural verb.
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Choice B is the best answer because both the
verb, has, and the subject, custom, are singular.
Choice A uses have, a plural verb that fails to
agree with custom, a singular subject.

Choice C is an excessively wordy variation of
choice A.

In choice D, both the subject, custom, and the
verb, is, are singular, but the sentence contains
an extremely awkward phrase, “out of hand by
which.”

Choice E uses are, a plural verb that fails to
agree with the subject.

For more details on subject—verb agreement
turn to Part V, page 152.

2. Both of my cousins who live in San
Francisco speak both Chinese and
Russian.

(A) Both of my cousins who live in
San Francisco
(B) Both of my two cousins living in
San Francisco
(C) My two cousins, who lives in
San Francisco
(D) My two cousins in San Francisco
(E) My two San Francisco cousins of mine

Explanation: Because sentences cluttered with
unnecessary words are less effective than tightly
written sentences, one of your tasks while answer-
ing Improving Sentences questions is to root out
unnecessary and redundant words and phrases.

Choice D is the best answer because it is more
concisely written than the other choices.
Choice A is grammatically correct, although it
could be stylistically improved by eliminating
the repetition of the word both.

Choice B also suffers from needless repetition
but compounds the problem with the word two,
a redundancy.

Choice C is more economical, but it contains a
singular verb, lives, that disagrees with its
plural subject, cousins.

Choice E contains a redundancy, my and of
mine.

For more details on wordiness, turn to Part V,
page 136.

How to Find Answers to Sentence
Improvement Questions

o HEEAMIT, EEATHEE.

o TCAE R AT RE IR AT E R AT

RETEKMH “BRiEE™ XMHTF,

REHERBAFEMRE,

FHRE LB EE R L HHR,

B BEREI, ZMEIEIA, P HIEmA S i 4

TR —HE .

o HEERPTA A B EHR A LT

o KA R AEIE LA AT R R, T
EBAMEFHIETRE, ESEARRHEILHT )

o HEBREAMTHAR T 4] 1R,

* WEREANEAIT I T, EEE FIHA,

- IDENTIFYING SENTENCE ERRORS

WA RS T R — Al A JLAL

[TES 115 1 5T

1. At the conclusion of the ceremony, the new
A
members sweared that they would never
B C
reveal the secret handshake. No error.
D E

2. With the development of antitoxins and
A
serums, there are hardly no cases of
B C
smallpox or yellow fever anywhere in the
D

world. No error
E
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VRETE G AT AP 8 T, R LR
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ERIEIE (BAHIR)

Explanation: The correct answer to Question 1 is B
because the past tense of the verb swear is swore.
The verb swear doesn’t adhere to the usual pattern
of verbs—that is, creating the past tense by adding
-ed to the present tense, as in walk/walked or
love/loved. Rather, it follows a pattern of its own,
just like other so-called irregular verbs, including
eat/eaten, ring/rung, and sleep/slept.

Knowing about irregular verbs could have led
you to the right answer. Yet, had you never heard
about such verbs, you still might have been drawn
to choice B by your innate sense of the way Eng-
lish sounds. In other words, your language “ear”
may have told you that something was amiss. Nev-
ertheless, even a good ear for language is not a reli-
able substitute for a thorough understanding of
grammar and usage.

The correct answer to Question 2 is C because
the underlined word is a double negative. Both
hardly and no are negative words. Therefore, a
phrase containing both words constitutes an error
in standard usage.

FES AT 1 G147 TR R AN BOR B A HE X T
TERAER R LARE, R — i,
WmiAdE. mFER. BENSSAERE—
A] PATEA 55 LR B IR X LR

How to Find Answers to Identifying
Sentence Errors Questions

o BRI,

o REFELmF “BRiE™ XA,

o AR T BAE BRI R A 2 1Y B B
yTAzE

o REMRBEEEMHIRTRERM 4, AR T
W, BHRGAEEMREHER. (4 B
55 U4 A K T AT BB A A BB TR AXTHI B
&)

o WURPTAELRAFIREIES, E5G LHE,

IMPROVING PARAGRAPHS QUESTIONS

BB TE R R B R AT ARy . Rt
RS —FE, EREERE X TIERENMAERL
NEE , BRIz, & EREZ55EEX
Al N 2 — SO . SR, S
ByE i I e B A4S, X H A AR AR
REE BIFIR, M, BH BT RE XEER
FOEE, AR — X RS 1R B
R o

B H SRR T R R T S R S BT )
Fi. BREHRATRESAANERATE. SH PHUT
S — WA R R TIREAM MR, o8 H W
BORIREIESCEL R SUIAR . 454, DA RGHEAT EA 3K
HRIA

Sample Questions

The excerpt that follows is part of an essay written in
response to the topic: Preserving the Environment—
Everybody’s Job.

[1] As people get older, quite obviously, the
earth does too. [2] And with the process of the
earth aging, we must keep recycling our waste
products. [3] The idea of using things over and
over again to conserve our natural resources is
a brilliant one. [4] Those who don’t do it should
be criticized greatly.

[5] As we become more aware of the
earth’s limitations, we all say “Oh, I'd like to
help.” [6] Not everyone does, even though
recycling is an effective place to start. [7]
Taking cans and bottles back to the supermar-
ket to be recycled is a clever idea. [8] It attracts
anyone who wants the money (5 cents per can
or bottle). [9] In addition, in almost every town
there is a Recycling Center. [10] There are
separate bins for paper, glass, and plastic. [11]
This is a convenient service to those who sup-
port recycling. [12] It is so easy to drive a few
blocks to a center to drop off what needs to be
recycled. [13] This is just another simple exam-
ple of how easy it really is to recycle and get
involved. [14] Anyone who cannot see its sim-
plicity should be criticized for not doing their
part to help make the world a better place.
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[15] When | go to other people’s houses
and see glass bottles and jars mixed in with
household garbage, | get disgusted and often
say, “Why don'’t you recycle that glass instead
of throwing it out?” [16] It angers me when they
respond, “It’'s too much trouble.” [17] Such
people are ignorant and deserve to be taught a
lesson about how wastefulness is slowly
destroying the earth.

1. Considering the essay as a whole, which
of the following best explains the main
purpose of the second paragraph?

(A) To explain the historical background
of the topic

(B) To provide a smooth transition
between the first and third paragraphs

(C) To define terms introduced in the first
paragraph

(D) To develop an idea presented in the
first paragraph

(E) To present a different point of view on
the issue being discussed

Explanation: To answer this question, you must
read the whole essay. You must also know some-
thing about how paragraphs function in an essay.

All the choices name legitimate uses of para-
graphs, but only choice D applies to this essay
because it develops by example an idea originating
in the first paragraph—how easy it is to recycle.
Choices A, C, and E can be quickly discarded.
Choice B is a possibility because in a unified essay
each paragraph, aside from the opening and closing
paragraphs, in some way serves as a bridge
between paragraphs. Because the second paragraph
is the longest of the essay, however, its main func-
tion is probably more than transitional.

2. Which of the following sentences most
effectively combines sentences 9, 10,
and 11 (reproduced below) into a single
sentence?

[9] In addition, in almost every town there
is a Recycling Center. [10] There are sepa-
rate bins for paper, glass, and plastic. [11]
This is a convenient service to those who
support recycling.

(A) Recycling centers offer recyclers con-
venience by providing separate bins

for paper, glass, and plastic and by
being located in almost every town.

(B) Recycling centers, located in almost
every town, provide convenient bins for
separating paper, glass, and
plastic.

(C) Almost every town has a recycling
center with separate bins for paper,
glass, and plastic, and this is a conve-
nience for recyclers.

(D) Besides, people who recycle will find
recycling centers in almost every town,
providing convenient separation to
recycle paper, glass, and plastic into
bins.

(E) For the convenience of recyclers in
almost every town, paper, glass, and
plastic are separated into provided
bins at its recycling center.

Explanation: This question relates to sentence
structure—in particular how the structure of a sen-
tence helps to convey meaning. You probably
know that in a series of short sentences each idea
carries equal weight. But combining short sen-
tences permits a writer to highlight the important
ideas while de-emphasizing others. To answer this
question, then, you must decide which idea
expressed by the three sentences deserves to be
given the greatest emphasis.

The three sentences in question come from a
paragraph that discusses the ease and appeal of
recycling. Because sentences 10 and 11 refer to the
convenient arrangement of recycling bins, they are
more important to the development of the para-
graph than sentence 9, about the location of recy-
cling centers.

Usually, the main point of a sentence is found
in its main clause. Knowing that, read each of the
choices. Choices A and C give equal weight to the
location and convenience of recycling centers.
Choice D stresses the location rather than the con-
venient arrangement of bins in recycling centers.
Choice E not only alters the meaning but contains
both an ambiguous pronoun reference (“its”) and
an awkward usage (“provided bins”). Therefore,
choice B is the best answer. It highlights the facili-
ties offered by recycling centers while diminishing
the importance of their location.
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