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CHAPTERI A Great Oriental Nation

. reflection of mirror correct your dressing, reflection of history tell you
boom-and-bust, reflection of criticism correct your mistake.

...... MR AGTIAERR , REAFTlbotdh, UAAETAA T o

Li Shimin % # &,

Cﬁina has a recorded history of nearly 4 000 years. Modern archaeological studies
provide evidence of still more ancient origins in a culture that flourished between 2500
and 2000 B.C. in what is now central China and the lower Yellow River Valley in north
China. Centuries of migration, merging, and development brought about a distinctive
system of writing, philosophy, art, and political organization that came to be recognizable
as Chinese civilization. What makes the civilization unique in world history is its
continuity through over 5 000 years to the present century.

Overview of Chinese History 525X

Chinese history can be divided into three periods: the legendary period, the ancient
period (2070 B.C.~A.D.1840) and the modern period (1840~present). The Chinese
pattern of dynasties can be described as a cycle of ascent, achievement, decay and rebirth

under a new family.

Legendary Period {51578V HA

Chinese civilization, as described in mythology, began with Pangu (#&7#) , the
creator of the universe, and a succession of legendary sage-emperors and heroes who
taught the ancient Chinese to communicate and to find sustenance, clothing, and shelter.
The most important ones are the Three Wise Kings and Five August Emperors (=27

)
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A Chronology of Chinese History

Three Wise Kings and Five August
Emperors (ZE A7)

30th century B.C.~
21th century B.C.

Xia Dynasty (E#)

2070 B.C.~1600B.C.

Shang Dynasty ()

1600 B.C.~1046 B.C.

Western Zhou Dynasty  (FGE)D

1046 B.C.~771 B.C.

Zhou D LY
ou Dynasty (&% Eastern Zhou Dynasty (% /&)

770 B.C.~256 B.C.

Qin Dynasty (&)

221 B.C.~—206 B.C.

Western Han Dynasty (FE70)

206 B.C.~A.D. 25

Han Dynasty (¥X#8)

Eastern Han Dynasty (&I 25~220
Wei (3D 220~265
Three Kingdoms (=[H) Shu Han (&) 221~263
Wu (&) T 222~280
. Western Jin Dynasty ( D) 265~317
Jin Dynasty (H#%3) Eastern Jin Dyyrl:astj (FRE) | 317~420
Song (K) 420~479
Southern Dynasty Qi G 479~502
(R Liang () 502~557
Northern and Chen () 557~589
S(y);lg;:ls Northern Wei (Jt38) 386~534
(RgdLED Eastern Wei (ZRE) 534~550
Northern Dynasty
€17 Northern Qi (4£5%) 550~577
Western Wei (FE) 535~556
Northern Zhou (JLf&) 557~581
Sui Dynasty (F§8R) 581~618
Tang Dynasty (JE&H) 618~907
Later Liang (JF%) 907~923
_ Later Tang (U5 ) 923~936
Five Dynasties (Ff0) Later Jin (&) 936947
Later Han (J500) 947~950
Later Zhou (D 951~960
Song Dynasty (581) Northern Song Dynasty (LK) | 960~1127
Southern Song Dynasty (BR) | 1127~1279
Liao Dynasty (iL) 907~1125
Jin Dynasty (&) 1115~1234
Yuan Dynasty (JGEH) 1206~1368
Ming Dynasty (BA%) 1368~ 1644
Qing Dynasty &%) 1616~1911
Republic of China (PR E) 1912~1949
People’s Republic of China 1949~

(P ARILAMED




CHAPTER1 A Great Oriental Nation

Three Wise Kings and Five August Emperors =2Hh7%

The Three Wise Kings and Five August Emperors were
mythological rulers of China during the period from 2500
B.C. to 2205 B.C., which is the time preceding the Xia
Dynasty.

The Three Wise Kings, sometimes known as the Three
Sovereigns, were said to be god-kings or demigods who used
their magical powers to improve the lives of their people.
They are identified as Fuxi ({R§%) , Shennong (#4K) and
Huangdi (#7%) . Fuxi was considered the first real ruler. He
taught people how to devise tools, kindle fire and cook food,
how to domesticate animals and tend flocks. He instituted
marriage and devised the mysterious Eight Trigrams (/\#) which were used for
divination. Shennong was the god who invented farming and was the first to use herbs for
medical use. He won the name of “The Prince of Cereals” by farmers. Huangdi was

: known as the ancestor of the Chinese
nation. He was the most famous tribe
chieftain in ancient China, who invented
the wheel and carts drawn by oxen and
discovered the art of making pottery. He
improved communication by building
roads, bridges and ships. Under his
administration, precious stones, gold and

Huangdi

copper were introduced to serve as money.
The Five August Emperors in the
legendary period are Shachao (/MR) ,
Zhuanxu (REHR) , Gaoxin (H¥) , Yao
(38) and Shun (3%) . Shachao was the
renowned leader among the Yi (3%) people in East China. The Yi people had officials for
both industry and agriculture. Zhuanxu was a very wise and intelligent person. He
respected the gods and taught his people. He appointed one official responsible for
offering sacrifices for the gods in the heaven and one official in charge of the civil affairs.
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Gaoxin was said to be a descendant of Huangdi. He enjoyed a high reputation among his
tribal people and they were obedient to his administration. Yao made great contributions
to the lunar calendar. Shun was physically and mentally gifted and he was a man with
great virtues. He was selected by Yao as his successor.

Ancient Period 5/ ER

Xia Dynasty &5 (2070 B.C.~1600 B.C.)

The Xia Dynasty is the first dynasty to be described in Chinese historical records.
Traditionally, it is supposed to have begun with the reign of Yu the Great (X&) and
ended with the fall of Jie (%) . The Xia period marked an evolutionary stage between the
late neolithic cultures and the typical Chinese urban civilization of the Shang Dynasty. It
was in this period that the institution of slavery (§{f|) began developing.

The Xia Dynasty resumed hereditary monarchy from the legendary Huangdi times,
and began the period of a family or a clan controlling everything in the nation. It was also
during this period that the Chinese civilization developed a ruling structure that employed
both a benign civilian government (3(74) and harsh punishment for legal transgressions.
From this the earliest forms of Chinese legal codes came into being. Farming and
stockbreeding were already well developed in the Xia Dynasty.

Towards the end of the Xia Dynasty, social contradictions became sharper. Jie, the
last ruler, was said to be a corrupt king. He was overthrown by Tang (%) , the leader of
the Shang people from the east.

Shang Dynasty &8 (1600 B.C.~1046 B.C.)

The Shang Dynasty, founded by Shang Tang, lasted over SO0 years, from the 16™
century B.C. to the 11® century B.C. The Shang Dynasty moved its capital six times. The
final and most important move to Yin(B% ) (now Anyang, Henan J8/5 %2 FH in 1300 B.C.
led to the golden age of the dynasty. The term Yin Dynasty has been synonymous with
the Shang Dynasty in history, specifically in reference to the latter half of the Shang,

A line of hereditary Shang kings ruled over much of northern China, and Shang
troops frequently fought with their neighboring settlements and nomadic herdsmen from
the inner Asian steppes. The capitals, particularly in Yin, were centers of glittering court

'6'



CHAPTERYI A Great Oriental Nation

life. Regular religious rites were popular among

the Shang nobles. They worshipped the supreme
gods as well as their sacred ancestors.

Shang’s civilization was based on agriculture,

@  hunting and animal

husbandry. During

the Shang Dynasty,

the technology of

smelting bronze

was invented and

some iron tools

were known to be Grand Si Muwu Quadripod

in use already. A number of ceremonial bronze vessels
with inscriptions dated from this period. The ceramic
industry already existed then, and silk reeling and weaving

was fairly advanced, bringing forth the initiative jacquard

Inscriptions on the Oracle Bones

weaving technique into the world.

The Shang Dynasty has. the earliest recorded writterf history, because a writing
systefn was developed, as revealed on tortoise shells and flat cattle bones. The current
Chinese language has developed from the inscriptions on the oracle bones ( &30 .

Zhou Dynasty E#8 (1046 B.C.~256 B.C.)

The Zhou Dynasty lasted longer than any other in Chinese history. The Zhou
Dynasty marked the beginning of the feudal phase of Chinese history, a period which
extended to the fall of the Qing Dynasty in 1911. ‘

The Zhou Dynasty was founded by the Ji(} )family and had its capital at Hao 8D,
near the present-day city of Xi'an. Sharing the language and culture of the Shang (Yin) ,
the early Zhou rulers, gradually extended Shang(Yin)culture through much of the Central
Plains (HHJEHEX) to the north of the Yangtze River (4<7L) . The city-states in the Zhou
Dynasty were progressively centralized and established increasingly impersonal political
and economic institutions. These developments were manifested in greater central control
over local governments and a more routinized agricultural taxation.




