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Li Xiaogang

Resume

1977 Graduated from Bei jing Bayi High School

1979 Enrolled in the PLA Academy of Arts

1982 His work “Lake Weishan” was selected in the PLA Fine Arts Exhibition

1984 His work ” Spring in 1949” was selected in the 6th National Fine Arts Exhibition

1986 Participated in the 3rd International Art and Literature Circle Exhibition

1988 His work “The Legend of Lugu Lake” was selected in the first China 0il Paintings Exhibition.

1989  Joined the Artist Association of China

1990  Entered the graduate school of Osaka Kyoiku University (master degree course),major in painting
technique and materials. He went to Italy and the U.S.A. to study tempera technique

1999  His work “Girl” won the silver medal in The Ueno Royal Museum in Tokyo.

2000 “Li Xiaogang's Tempera Exhibition” was held in Tamba City, Ueno Memorial Museum.
His work, “Messages from the Sea” was collected by this museum.

2001 His work “Pomegranate” won a fine work prize in the 77th Hakujitsukai Exhibition. His work
“Cat’'s Cradle ” won the 10th International Contemporary Art Competition OSAKA in Japan

2002 Painted the tempera mural “Amitabha in the snow mountains (10mX25m) in the Sanzenbutudo
hall in Isshin—ji Temple in Osaka in Japan. His work “Lunar Eclipse” was selected in the fourth
Florence Prize Exhibition in The Seturyosya Museum in Nigata

2003 His work “Afterglow” won the Hakujitsu prize in the 79th Hakujitsukai Exhibition

2004 His work “Breath” won the Tomita prize in the 80th Hakujitsukai Exhibition. He went to the
Repin Art Institute ( The Russia Art Academy ) in St.Petersburg as a visiting scholar

2005 His work “A Person and a Bird” was selected in the 10th “HYOGO International Competition of
Painting”. His work “Shiosai “ won the Sanyo Art Encouragement prize in the 81th Hakujitsukai
Exhibition

2006 His work “ Cat’'s Cradle “ won the Sanyo Art prize in the 82th Hakujitsukai Exhibition
His work “Yu” was collected by The National Art Museum of China in Beijing

2007 His work “ looking “ won the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, science and Technology

price.

Solo Exhibitions: Takashimaya, Daimaru, Sogo, Kintetsu, The Bunsyun Gallery, Simanouchi
Gallery, Ginza, Artone gallery, etc.

His works were widely collected by many art galleries and individuals
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Classicism and Romance as

Looking at Li Xiaogang's art, we may discover, from his celebrat-
ed work “Legend of Lugu Lake” from the first exhibition of Chinese
oil painting in 1988 to the more recent “Mirage” that there is a
clear sign identifying his style, namely, he is constantly pursuing
honesty and beauty. Compared with his earlier works, Li Xiaogang's
recent creations achieve a mature and higher level, whether in the
accuracy of his sculpting, his dexterous skills and purity of lan—
guage, his perfect handling of “tableau” or the expression of his
exquisite emotions. We can also observe a unique characteristic of
Li Xiaogang’'s art; not only are they concrete descriptions, but they
are also expressed in abstract images.‘However, what | want to point
out is, the conception of “image” in his work has a sense of mean—
ing because it based on the spirit of classicism and romanticism and
the principles of aesthetics

Li Xiaogang's works show he still insists on following tradi-
tional rules of classicism: a rational and stable arrangement of the
whole picture, a harmonious formation, precision in language, a sol-
emn and silent atmosphere, etc

The famous artist E.H.J. Gombrich regards the history of western
art as the continuous resistance between classic art and non—classic
or derivation to classic art. In his opinion, it is impossible to make
a gap between classical and non—classical art (such as Mannerism, Ba-
roque, Rococo and Romanticism etc.). But we find in Li Xiaogang’s image”
works that classic and romantic factors can coexist and are harmonious—
ly unified. On the one hand, we can call Li Xiaogang an excellent clas-
sical artist in terms of art formation and unification, and the perfect
expression of men and women’s bodies. On the other hand, in terms of
portraying the spirit of his figures and the description of emotions,
he also can be called a romantic artist, for in his classic art’s for—
matted space, he constructs an “image” world

In this “free—image” mental world, Li Xiaogang puts various fig-

ures into non-realistic and illogical environments. The vertical and

“Mental Image”
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On Li Xiaogang’s Art

netted lines, the attractive pomegranate, the crinkling paper, the
mysterious space and the motley wall and floors, all these things are
external ized emotions, demonstrations of the movement in his spirit

Li Xiaogang is an excellent artist in portraying female images. Many
critics notice the female figures in his works are not only charming
enough, but seldom care about the audience outside. Li Xiaogang him—
self regards it as an attitude of respect to women, for they have not
teased the audience. (However, from a feminist viewpoint, this atti-
tude, especially the naked female figures, testifies these women are
only victims, manipulated by a male. In my opinion, the feminists may
have their own opinion.) While looking throuéh Li-Xiaogang’s works, |
would like to regard these beautiful and disdained female figures as

the symbols of introspection, demonstrating the shortness of youth

Li Xiaogang mingles classic and romantic factors into his “image”
world, and penetrates his will to transcend the realistic world to
realize an ideal life. It is just because his classical and romantic

art spirits combine to construct a mental world, that give his works
an “aura” , giving his art a divine brilliance

Zou Yuejing
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Famous artist Li Xiaogang

By Mo Yan

| have no talent in appreciating paintings. Although sometimes | go
to the exhibition or flip through some albums, | have no ability to
identify the good ones from the bad, just have taste of feelings of
like or dislike. In the year of 1983, Li Xiaogang graduated from PLA
Art Institute. | enrolled that institute in the following year. Twenty

years later, in a friend party, | met this unordinary schoolmate oc—
casionally. Though my major was |iterature, while | knew nothing about
arts, each time | went to library of my university, and most of books |
borrowed were albums. There were albums created by Van Gogh, Ganguin,
Monet and Picasso. Because these albums were very precious, there was a
prohibition not to take them away. So audience had to read in that small
reading room and there was a |librarian beside to supervise the readers

sometimes the librarian give a glimpse, with the sense of supervision,
maybe to avoid those students cutting several pages off. | like these
paintings. Looking at these paintings, | was moved in heart, it seemed
that | could feel the moods when artists were drawing those arts and the
same emotion, strong, sad, gloomy or somber, also emerged together in my
mind. | expressed them by words therefore, came out the famous works as
“Red Jowar” , “Exploding” . Now | think that those albums must have
been read by Mr. Li Xiaogang for many times. He also absorbed useful
conceptions from them. From this aspect, | was one of his schoolmates

Till now | still remembered that Li Xiaogang’s name was prevailed around
“Frizzed River” was chosen by the national

the institute. His work

art exhibition. They also praised his “lLegend of Lugu Lake” . As the
people talked about his achievements and his youth, they also forecast
his brightly future. Today’s facts have proved that Li Xiaogang didn’t
make his teachers and schoolmates disappointed. He first went to Japan

and then studied in west countries. In the twenty years, he worked dili-

gently to create dozens of famous works which help him to get a position
in art realm in the eastern of the world.

| have just read the album which Li Xiaogang sent to me instead of
his original works. But only from these pictures in the album, | can
feel the vigor of his created style. | |ike the women in his works. They
have characteristics of elegant and gloomy, which fit my imaginations to
women. Those women are elegant but not common. Distingue eroticism flows
from them. It is the combination of humanity and divinity. They are
transcendent. | also like the scenes in his works. Those rivers, houses
beside the rivers, the trees near the houses, bridges over the rivers,
water in the rivers, shadows in the rivers, all of these are sensitive.
They are portraiture of the objects but also phantom in the dream.

Only those paintings are not enough for me to call him “famous
artist Li Xiaogang” as the title for this article. | call him so is
because the huge mural painting in Yi Xin temple named “three Gods
in Snowy Mountain” ‘He set Michelangelo’s work in Sistine Chapel as
an example from the very beginning of creating the huge work. Michel—
angelo’s work has become a miracle in art history. Whether Li Xiao—
gang’s work in Yi Xin temple will go around forever, it needs time
to be proved. But from the picture, | have already been shocked by
its verve and grandeurmural. Li Xiaogang has put Himalaya in the Yi
Xin temple, and put the lotus Vajra—Basod of three Gods on the moun-—
tain of Himalaya. Just because of this mural painting, Yi Xin temple
spreads radiant lights. It is the Buddha lights that shine on all
livings. It is the magnificent light of art as well.

Don’t you think the person who has created such a huge work should

be called as famous artist?
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Afterglow Qil and Tempera JE&H% 2003F 130.3cmx 162.1cm
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