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Prologue

“The Games of the 29th Olympiad in 2008 are awarded to the city of Beijing,”
[OC president Juan Antonio Samaranch announced in Moscow at 22:08 Beijing
time July 13, 2001, the moment when the conference hall was full of rejoicing and
Beijing was jubilant. The Chinese home and abroad and international friends all
spread the exciting news. Even now, the moment and the scene are still vivid and
unforgettable. Bidding Olympic Games has long been a wish for Chinese people.
When the dream finally came true. every single Chinese felt joyful and proud.
China kas one fifth of the world’s population with a resplendent history of 5000
years. As an important international event, Olympic Games cannot be perfect
without China’s host, let alone to realize the aim and tenet in Olympic Charter.
Therefore, it is a great support, acceleration and contribution to Olympics to host
and popularize Olympic Games in China, providing opportunity for 1.3 billion
people to support and participate in Olympic Games, to realize the Olympic ideal
and maintain peace along with people in the world.
The development of Olympic Games in China is not smooth at all. In the first half
of the 20th century, China was suffered in poverty, corrupted politics, poor
economy and foreign invasion. Although, the forerunners had worked with
perseverance to pursue Olympic Games, they could not win a position in the
competition court.
After the People’s Republic of China was founded, Chinese Communist party and
Chinese Government have attached great importance to the health of people and
the enterprise of physical education, being active to set about bidding the Olympic
Games. Since 1979 when China resumed the legal positon in IOC, Olympics have
been developed rapidly and great achievements have been made in China. Till
2004, China has taken part in 6 Olympic Summer Games and 7 Winter Games,
creating miracles by not only realizing the dream to win a gold medal but also
becoming one of the strong powers in Olympic Games. The successful bid of
Olympic Games 2008 greatly encourages Chinese people home and abroad,
promoting the development of Olympics in China to a new stage and becoming a
milestone in Olympic history of China.
However, we should realize that although people are full of enthusiasm and
expectation towards hosting Olympic Games, the understanding and knowledge of
Olympic Games are far from enough. Therefore, it is very important to let the
public know more about Olympics through various wavs. Now Mr. Haibing is
introducing Olympic knowledge through exhibition of 100 years’ Olympic
commemorative stamps and making it into both English and Chinese, which is a
good publicity of Olympic knowledge and praise for the Olympic spirit. 1 believe
that we have a common wish, that is, to wish Beijing a great success in hosting the
Olympic Games 2008. Meanwhile, I also believe that the publishing of this book will
help more readers to know about Olympics and prepare them for the coming
Olympic Games.
We are expecting an environment-friendly Olympics, technology-empowered
Olympics and culture-enriched Olympics with their own characteristics and of high
level to be presented before the people of the world.
Author LI Yongjin (former Mayor of the city of Dalian, Secretary and Director of
the Standing Committee of the Dalian People’s Congress)
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Preface
Olympic commemorative stamps enjoy a history as long as Modern Olympic Games,
starting from the same origin and walking side by side through over 100 vears. In the past
century, there have been many excellent athletes competing in Olympic Games, fighting
for the national glory and making great achievements; there have been many great artists
creating eternal and everlasting arts for people through their inspiration and talents.
After a hundred years, the history of Olympics is still clear and vivid. Athens and Beijing,
despite of different languages, the two nations with ancient civilization and a common
yearn finally have the opportunity to join together because of Olympic Games. People
with different skin colors have a brotherhood friendship. Peace, unity and friendship are
the real aim of the Olympic moto  “faster, higher, stronger” . An Olympic history of
100 years is condensed in the stamps which witness the development of Olympics and
bridge the people from different continents.
To salute the Olympic Games in 2008, the editor collected 1600 stamps including all the
issucd stamps by the host countries since the first Olympic Games and some of the
stamps issued by non-host countries. These stamps are delicate in design, creative in
composition of pictures, and exquisite in printing, which allow the artistic charm to last
for a long time, fully illustrating the different cultures, values, appreciations in different
nations and races. The book adopts languages both in Chinese and English, hoping to
help those who love Olympic Games to learn more Olympic knowledge, carry forward
Olympic spirit and promote the development of Olympic Games.
Suggestions for improvement will be gratefully received.
The editor would like to take this opportunity to show his gratitude to Board Chairman
SUN Qiang and Professor GAO Guizhen for their great support.

Editor:

November 5, 2007 Dalian %
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The official poster, also the
emblem of the Olympic Games,
from which it can be seen the
goddess Athena, angels, and
olive branches are symbols of
peace people long for.
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ATHENS 1896
Games of the | Olympiad

In June 1894, Paris International Congress of delegates from sports societies
decided to revive the Olympics and appointed the Athens,capital of Greece
as the host city. On 6 to 15 April, 1896,the Games of the First Olympiad were
officially opened. Athens, capital of Greece, is moderate in climate and
around by sea from three directions. Greece is well known as an ancient
civilized country and Athens is famous as the cradle and centre of Greek
culture. More than 5000 years’ history has left Athens a great deal of
architectures and splendid cultural legacy.

The Organizing Committee sent invitations to the major countries including
China, however, due to the very limited knowledge of Olympic Games, only
311 male athletes from the following 13 nations participated in the Games,
Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Britain, Hungary, Germany, Denmark, United
States, France, Chile, Switzerland, Sweden and the host Greece.

At 3 pm on 6 April, King George 1 of Greece officially declared the Games
of the First Olympiad open. The stadium was filled with an estimated 80,000
spectators. The opening performed a classic orchestra Samaras Hymn,
composed by Spyros Samaras, with words by poet Kostis Palamas. The hymn,
beautiful as a religious hymn, warmly extolled the Olympics. At the
Conference of International Olympic Committee in 1958, the Hymn was
officially decided as the Olympic Hymn.

The top three nations in the gold medal count were the United States,
Greece, and Germany.
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