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1. The Road to Royston Valley

You’ll never find the village of Royston Valley on maps. Traditionally,
locals do not abbreviate it to “R.V.” or abridge it to “Royston”. This would be
to abandon a tradition. Royston Valley is an aberration and its inhabitants, who
consider themselves aboriginals, are aberrant, Strangers arriving in Royston Valley
cannot abscond. Locals ahominate them, their situation is abject and they are at
the mercy of the local people, who are aboveboard with each other, but hold rules
in abeyance with regard to strangers. Rumors abound that hikers in the nearby hills
have been abducted and ... well, who knows?

The villagers live in almost absolute isolation and don’t want the outside
world to absorb them. They are abstemious and abstain from most of the modemn
things that other English people, who are now rarely abstentious, enjoy. Their
abstention would be famous if anyone knew of it. A few people keep abreast of
events in the outside world, in case anything that could affect the village happens.
One of these people discovered that a road to Royston Valley was being built.
The locals thought this abominable. How could they stop the abhorrent road?
They would have to fight until the threat abated and construction was abrogated.
Everyone discussed the abolition of the road to their centuries old abode. Several
attempts to stop the road were made, but these failed, abashing the locals, forcing
the mayor to abdicate, and leading to rumors that a villager was abetting the road
builders. As a result, each villager publicly abnegated any connection to the road
builders through ablution,

One woman refused to abide by this and abase herself in this way. She
claimed to abhor the road, wanted to abolish it, and would give a verbal
abnegation, Villagers tried to reason with her, saying that, to abjure, ablution was
necessary, but the discussion soon became abrasive. Someone pointed out her
frequent absenteeism from the village in recent days and the woman was forced to
tell her story to absolve herself. Through a series of abscissions and abrasions, she
had created a single body from the dead bodies of farm animals. Put together, the
body looked frightening. She had left it in the path of the road. A few days later, the
road builders discovered it and abraded the mud from it. What they saw horrified
them and work came to an abrupt halt on the now abortive road.
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abandon [a'bsendon]

v. F, #% (to give up completely, for-
sake)s n. JHY\ (unrestrained freedom or emo-
tion)

abase [a'beis]

v, (K, FRIKH™ (lower oneself/sb in dig-
nity; degrade oneself/sb.)

[ [ ] degradation, demean, humiliate
abash [o'bee[]

v. AR, FRIK, EFA (to destroy the
self-possession or self-confidence of, discon-
cert)

{ 5] ] confound, confuse, discomfit, discon-
cert, faze

[ /2 ] embolden
_abate [a'beit]

v B, B (make or become less)

[ [8] ] luli, mitigate, relent, slacken, subside,
wane

[ /2 ] intensify, promote, augment
abbreviate [a'bri:vieit]

v (F. BFH%) 454 (shorten <aword

title, etc>)

V. ﬁﬁ@f—, ikfi (resign from or formally re-
nounce the throne)

[i2] B4 ab #/R away, from, dicate &%
RET, BWEIF. Bib6r, #HEE.

[ [A#R ] dictator Th3R# indicate FR

[ A ] discard, shed, slough, renounce, resign
abduct [ssbdakt] .

v. 4B, 9842 (to take <a person> away un-
lawfully; kidnap)

_aberrant [='berent]

adj. REK, BHK (ot followmg the nor-
mal or correct way)

[ ] B4R ab /K away, err £ wander, /EiH
BIFT, BIREN, S5,

[ [E# ] errant $5iR#) erratic 1R

[ [&] ] anomalous, atypical, deviant
_aberration [=ba'reifon]

n. 5% (deviation from what is accepted as
normal or right)

_abet [obet]

v Bk, AR (help or encou:age sb. to commit
an offence or do sth. wrong)s #F, #FH

L4 e ant a0
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[ }Z ] stymie, frustrate, obstruct, thwart, im-
pede, forestall

abeyance [o'beions]

n fik, % (be in abeyance; fall/go into
abeyance <of a right, rule, problem, etc.> be
suspended temporarily; not be in force or use
for a time)

[ 5] ] latency, quiescence, suspension

abher [ab'ho:] S

v 4, IR (feel hatred and disgust for sb./
sth.; detest)

[ [F] ] detest, execrate, loathe, disdain
abhorrent [ab'horant]

adj. "] %M (causing disgust or hatred; detest-
able; hateful)

v B (tolerate endure bear); abide by, 55
F (R, EE): BF BF%)
abject ['mbdzekt]

adj. 1. BB, 2. ATSHY (wretched; hope-
less)

[iC] BG4 ab F/R away, ject i, BEiH
f#y, BORISHY,

[ [AI4R 1 projectile #4514

[2 &2 ] exultant

_abjure [xbd3us) i )
v. KB F (promise or swear to give up, re-
nounce formally); ERF (BRL%)

[ & ] affirm, espouse, embrace
ablution [a'blu:[an] B o
n. ¥4l (ceremonial washing of the body,
hands, sacred vessels, etc.)

[ i ] AR lut Bk,

[ [A14R ] dilute #h3k antediluvian Ty
abnegate [=bnigeit]

v. B/IA, B3 (to deny; renounce)
abnegation [sbnigeifen]

n. &N, BF (denial or renunciation)
‘abode [s'baud] e

n fEfT, 4k (house; home)
_abolish [o'botif]
v K1k, BERE (end the existence of)
abolition [o'bolifen] o

n. JEB& (the state of being abohshed prohlbl—
tion)
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abominable [2'bominabl]

adj. iR (causing disgust; detestable)
abominate [ a'bomineit ] SR
v. 1% (feel hatred or disgust; detest; loathe)
[id ] ab &R away, i##R omin 2HiJK. K
SRR, B4,

[ [A1#8 ] ominous PRIk 3k

[ [@] ] abhor, detest, execrate, loathe

[ /2 ] esteem, adore
‘aboriginal [ zba'ridzenal ]
n. +FER; adj. +3FK), JFHKY (inhabiting
a land from a very early period, esp. before the
arrival of colonists)
_abortive [o'bo:tiv] . arn]
adj. RIGH), Fr=H, TE5RM (coming to
nothing; unsuccessful)

abound [s'baund] G
v. %, KB, BT (to exist in large
numbers; to have plenty of; teem with)
_aboveboard [abavbod]
adj./adv. THRVER) (), JEEAZIEE (M)
(honest and open/honestly and openly)

[ /2 ] surreptitious
v. BE4f (to scrape or rub off)

[ [d] ] corrode, erode, gall, graze, rub, ruffle,
wear away

[ /2 ] augment

abrasion [o'breizan] il
n. BB, BE#E (wearing or rubbing away by
friction)

adj. {#EEY (that scrapes or rubs sth away),
HLZRH (rough)

abreast [ o'brest ]

adv./adj. 34 () (side by side), abreast
of (i ) RESETF -, (&) -FrkIi

: g

v. 4%, HEM (to make shorter, esp. by using
fewer words; condense)

[ /2 ] amplify, protract

v. BB s BUH (cancel, repeal annul)

[ /2 ] embrace, uphold, institute

180

adj. FEIRI, HERER (
ed)

sudden and unexpect-

[iC ] rupt TR,

[ [AI4R Jrupture %4 , 24 bankrupt /=%
W 7 7=H corrupt JE, B
abscission [zb'si[n]

v. YIBR (the act of cutting off, as in a surgical
operation)

abscond [z=b'skond]

v. # 1k (go away suddenly and secretly, esp. in
order to avoid arrest)

[i2 ] ad &R away, AR scond KRB,
RS S B sk

[ [A]#8 ] recondite % ¥

absenteeism [=bsan'ti:iz(e)m]

n. Wik, BT (frequent absence from school
or work); HKIHAZESD

adj. 5E2W), 431 (complete; total)
absolve [ab'zolv]

v. EARER, JTIEMR (clear sb. <of guilt>;
declare sb. free <from blame, a promise, a
duty, etc.>); {#HZHES]

[ [7] ] exempt, discharge, dispense, relieved,
acquit, exonerate, vindicate

[ /% ] inculpate, indict

absorb [ ab'sa:b ]

v. LW 2. W 5] - 3 B (to suck up or
take up/to take in and make part of an existent
whole/to hold the attention or interest of sb.
fully); 3.48--3FA, Rk

[1 JZ ] exude, dissipate, reflect, emit, radiate
abstain [ab'stein]

v. 4 (keep oneself from doing or enjoying
sth., esp. from taking alcoholic drinks; refrain)
[iC ] ab &/R from, A4 tain & hold, M
P B

[ [AI4R ] retain f£ 8 attain $K75

adj. 5l #4 (not taking much food or drink;
not self-indulgent; moderate)
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2. Turn the Key in the Ignition

o 2R [ ]

The abysmal academician’s acarpous writing had accomplished little in
achievements to date. He was lefi to accord the most abstract publications access to
his accommodating abuse of the English language. The sort of publications one uses
to abut doors open when abundant enough, serve no better purpose. His academic
peers could neither acclimate to the lack of accountability in his published work nor
offer any accolades to him. They would not let him accede to a tenured position in his
department. And so he’d accuse them of being accomplices in creating the abyss he
found himself in eventually. He was abusive to a degree which only helped accelerate
the accretion of venom between himself and his peers.

He’d once known acclaim for his acerbic wit, which cut through the acedia
of modern society. But his wife would not accommodate the acerbity that was
now leaving her husband’s writing abstruse: he had sought a teaching position
to satisfy the absurd need for security his wife considered accomplice in a
successful marriage. And yet, there was accuracy in considering a teaching post
accomplish abstinence from poverty (what must have seemed a certainty when
one considers the abundance of writers whose only accouter after a lifetime of
toil, be insignificance). The fear of that fate would accost her husband, to the
point of rendering him abstinent of the acclivity his potential had held up for him
once. He now could only accompany his former potential with sordid episodes
accommodating alcohol for company.

It could be accurate to say that his marriage was now but an accessory; he had
come to acclimate to accrete in tension between him and his wife. And to that was
added the issues at work that could only but accentuate the pressure on his tender
sensibilities (what had served him so well when consternation did accrue originality
to his writing). And so it was he found himself one day unsure as to how to go
beyond the failings he had done so well to accumulate. His nervous exhaustion had
finally severed the reins on his creativity, rendering his writing.accessible again to
that voice which had provided him once with an original perspective. His situation
had necessitated a change in his direction. A failed marriage and employers accusing
him of misrepresenting talent, had provided him with a topic to rail against, in a
society where like-minded individuals saw his latest work speak to their voiceless

existence: millions, that saw him richer for it.
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A RRA R WA R, AR A & RO EEL S0 MRS
L. M T REMBRER T B C B S o Y — B 3GE 8
Pler, XEHMYEIBA ST, AMNREREIRREEDT, FikiTE,
Rt Z M 2 BRI R . At h AR dh R R R S AR R, XAt R
EMFATIRAR I, SREA2%H. AR THREL SR
fir, BRIE, ik 5t FATITRBN, iILBRABATIROEN ., MEENHEs,
{Hix R ARk AR RBR A .

B URAMIE &2 H%, EHRARESOEE. B0aEFHRE
ERDXRRIW, B2 RS IR A R T BT,
HEETMREBEEBRR, BIAARLBRSEEBWREMNE, R,
BPRELASL TARX —BHEAERERE. (AMBTPHE, & 2ERE
FHT-ETZR, EAEETHEIIE &R, ) WXz
CHEREMRSIR, UETHEMER NI BRPARYH, FERK
DR ER NI TER#EST. BREFEOEASERNHRBTE
BRSET, THEAMREEE R,

AL LA d e, IR RBTE RO R R L R B & MBS WEN T
AMETZEZEHHKOERXR. TEMBRORMTIEPREE, XHE
LTRSS BB EME RS (MBBOMENFEESEE, BNRHES
EHERMAESME THEIM)., WH, A KA ACHIMTREE
FERRTRABRBR GO, RRBURME HAE RN Tk BB,
B ER% 5 52 B ARFN & R bR AT IR A A SR w ., AbaoAbEE
EfL AT T E. JERKT, EAERORFFREST, SRR T
flaFPE A ER, EXMRE, A EHREEMHAREBYBFIESE
ETHAIEAMAFE: BE A ABRGELEAEXR.



