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FOREWORD

The People's Republic of China has gone through 50 years' glorious course since its foundation
in 1949 and made great achievements of attracting worldwide attentions. For more than half a cen—
tury, particularly in the latest 20 years of reform and opening up to the outside world, accompanying
the rhythm of marching of the republic, under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, the
people of Wuhan has been concentrated their efforts on economic development and construction,
snatching opportunities and exploring and exploiting means and ways to make the city ahead, con—
stantly deepening reform and promoting opening up to the outside world. As a result an increasingly
thriving modernizing socialist metropolis has been set up on the ruin of the semi—feudal, semi—
colonial, economically and culturally shabby city.

Nowadays Wuhan has become an extra—large city in the middle part of China, as well as an
important industrial base, commerce and trade center. In addition, it is one of the centers of education
and scientific research, and a hub for transportation and communications. All through the years the
people of the city has been creating their own happy life, in the mean time made a large amount of
contributions to the economy and social development not only in Hubei province but also in the
nationwide.

On the 50th anniversary of the founding of the People' Republic of China and the liberation of
Wuhan municipality, Wuhan Statistical Bureau compiled the large reference book. With a vast amount
of statistical data, the book records the development and the change in various economic and social
fields in the past 50 years.It also presents the magnificent achievements of modernization drive in the
city and makes an account of the tortuous course and experiences and lessons in its economical and
social development. The publication lays stress on digital data, also collects graph and articles to
represent the history clearly and vividly.

The publication of WUHAN DURING THE PAST FIFTY YEARS is of great significance. It will
serve to educate and inspire the masses, arouse their further enthusiasm to understand, disseminate
and construct Wuhan. The book will help the world know Wuhan and make Wuhan world known. It
is also beneficial to creating the new image of Wuhan.Further more, it will promote the economical
and social development as well as opening up to the outside world.

In the great period of cross—century, Wuhan is facing both rare opportunity for development and
serious challenge. Following the Chinese Communist Party, the people of the city who have under—
gone test and hardship of 50 years, will emancipate the mind, keep a firm confidence and enterprising
spirit and grasp chance to speed up construction of the city. The city will strive for the achievement of
great cross—century progress of socialist modernization cause and realization of building the city into
an open—type modernized international metropolis.We are sure Wuhan have a brilliant future.

Mayor: Wang Shouhai
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This pubication is a portrait of Wuhan's glorious developing course,
which declares with incontrovertible facts to the public: the developments of
WUHAN in the past 50 years surpass that in the previous thousands of years.
It summarizes not only the past, but also provides scientific basis for plan—
ning the future of the city. (Inscription by LI YAN, Chairman of Standing

Committee of the People's Congress of Wuhan Municipality)
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A wealth of data and information, as well as the basis of policy—
making. (Inscription by Liu Shanbi, chairman of the People's Political

Consultative Conference of Wuhan Municipality.)
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