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Abstract 1
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Abstract

Both in the Western for over one hundred years, and in
contemporary China, there is no final conclusion of how to define
Tocqueville > s identity in the currents of modern Western political
thought. Some consider him as a liberal, somé regard him as a
conservative, still, some regard him as a republican, and in the
extreme, others deny him as a liberal. He is called as a sympathizer of
socialism in the Left wing, all the same, he is looked upon as a defender
for the classic liberalism in the Right wing. On the basis of the research
status quo ‘at home and in foreign countries, this book takes the typologic
research of Tocqueville’ s political thought as its research goalo After
synthesizing others’ investigations and demonstrations, I should call his
political thought as liberal moderatism. First, this identity recognizes his

status as a liberal, then defines his uniqueness in the tradition of liberal

thought he is. a liberal thinker with the personality of balance and
openness. In defining his type of political thought, this book lays its

emphasis on the type of his thought, and gives atténtion to the type of
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history. It makes use of four ways of investigation to finish this task.
They include: the research achievements of the mainstream scholars,
Tocqueville’ s self-claim, his fundamental standpoints and research
approaches, the class property of his thought. In the light of this
consideration, I divide seven chapters with the main body of the book,
and go on to demonstrate Tocqueville’ s political thought of liberal
moderatism.

To make a little progress in the research of Tocqueville’ s political
thought which is full of plentiful achievements and is permeated by
innumerable learning-fields, we must base our research work on the past
research fruits and lessons. At the two angles of “string” and “dot”,
Chapter 1 presents Tocqueville’ s status and influence in Chinese
political life and learning-research and in the Western’ s, and then
presents the surveys, achievements and deviations in the research about
Tocqueville’ s political thought. First, in the aspect of the “string” , it
reviews the course of rise and fall in the influence and in the research
about Tocqueville’ s political thought in the Western, and the research
origin and' situation about his thought in contemporary China. Secondly,
in the aspect of the “dot” , this chapter outlines some important research
problem about him, namely the source of Tocqueville’ s political
thought, Tocqueville’ s identity in Western currents of political thought,
the nature and the traits of his political science, and the comparative
research of Tocqueville with other thinkers. This chapter hides remarks
in relating, and according to the above problems gives a conclusion: from
the joint of the above representative achievements, Tocqueville can be
looked upon as a liberal, from the non-joint of them, we can find that he
has naxfleless unique individualities of thinking, and plus the joint and
the non-joint, we can call Tocqueville as a liberal moderatist.

To know a man, you must understand his own world. Chapter 2
inquires into the intellectual atmosphere and the historical traits in the

making of Tocqueville’ s political thought of liberal moderatism. First, it
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looks back to th‘e closing, conservativeness and degrading of the
traditional liberalism that is due to its ideologizing in the beginning of
19" century, so that some thinkers were called for the reviving,
amending and perfecting of the liberal principles. Then, it summarizes
the problem of Tocqueville’ s multi-choice in thinking which was brought
about by a series of traits of the beginning of the 19" century as a
transitory time. Finally, it describes the problem of Tocqueville’ s multi-
identity that originated from his family with the tradition of nobility and
the style of liberalism. Tocqueville’ s liberal moderatism with balance
and openness was shaped in these complicated and diversified
atmospheres.

A certain notion of freedom is the beginning-point with which a
liberal observes the political world. Chapter 3 outlines the special
connotations in the notion of moderate freedom that constitutes the
essential core of Tocqueville’ s liberal moderatism, and makes it as the
premise and the starting-point of the research of the following chapters.
Freedom is the supreme category of value in Tocqueville’ s political
dictionary; Tocqueville’ s notion is a kind of organic one, and its
meanings include: personal freedom, political freedom, freedom of self-
realization and intellectual freedom etc. ; it is a kind of balancing,
flexible notion of freedom, firstly because it includes multi-dimensions :
individual and public dimensions, feudal and modern dimensions,
secular and heroic. dimensions, universal and national dimensions,
institution and mores dimensions, and reason and passion dimensions,
secondly because it has flexible, organic relations of dialectics with other
political notions such as democracy, order; well-being and inevitability.
The moderateness of Tocqueville’ s notion of freedom is embodied in its
organics, multi-dimension and dialectics. ‘

According to Tocqueville who advocated the integration of thinking
and action, his liberalism first is a theory in practice. Chapter 4

summarizes his theory premises and research methods by means of which
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he studied modern political phenomena, and demonstrates his
observations and evaluations on some modern political phenomena.
Tocqueville”’ s hypotheses and approaches in political analyses are plural,
opening, and his using of them highlights a learning-role with the dual
traits of a political philosopher and a political scientist. Tocqueville’ s
notion of democracy has the dual meanings with a social condition and a
political form; Tocqueville has the dual attitudes towards the democracy
on the one hand, it is just, on the other hand, the germ of despotism is
hidden in its body. Tecqueville investigated the origins, the traits of
French Revolution and modern revolutions in general, compared two
patterns of revolution, namely English revolution and French revolution,
which respectively represents the revolution of success or one of failure;
he opposed the revolution on the basis of its infringing upon right, rule of
law and order, but at the same time, he admired the revolution providing
that it found personal freedom, abolish feudal privileges, realize equality
of law and smash reigns of despotism. Tocqueville analyzed the origins,
the historical roles, and their divisions and combinations of modern
classes, and presented a pattern of class formation with the mild
combination of class competition and class cooperation. Tocqueville’ s
views on democracy, revolution and class embody the nature of his liberal
moderatist.

After the preceding chapters’ reviewing Tocqueville’ s analyses
about modern political phenomena, Chapter 5 investigates his de-
construction on modern political theories. Tocqueville fought against the
absolutistic rationalism in political life, thought that political action is
originated from the mixture of reason and irrationality, but in this over-
disenchanting time, he was more inclined to advocate irrationality.
Tocqueville fought against historical determinism, thought that historical
development is brought about by the combination of inevitability and
chance, but in this democratic time which was distinguished by

weakening of individual, he was more willing to advocate the argument of




