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Ji Yilun, Distinguished Professor of Cattle Science
and Ruminant Nutrition, was educated at Ming Hsien,
a school founded by Oberlin College graduates in 1907,
in the city of Taigu, northern China. It was originally
supported by the Oberlin Shansi Memorial Association
as a Christian educational enterprise in Shanxi Province.
Oberlin undergraduate and graduate students served at
Ming Hsien as teaching fellows, promoting mutual
understanding and respect between Asia and Oberlin
through educational exchange. Forty-four years later,
in 1951, Ming Hsien became Shanxi Agricultural
University.

Professor Ji came to Oberlin College in 1947,
under the sponsorship of the Oberlin Shansi Memorial
Association. He subsequently entered a program at
Iowa State University’s School of Agriculture, completing
his undergraduate degree in 1949, He continued his studies
at Utah State University, earning his Master’s degree
in Dairy Science in 1950. His thesis on ruminant
nutrition was published in the Journal of Dairy Science,
and has been cited in several books published in the United
States.

In 1950, at the end of his studies at Utah State, Ji
Yilun faced a difficult choice, whether to remain in the
United States to work and pursue a career, or to return
to China. He chose to go back to his homeland.
Together with a number of other returning intellectuals,
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he was invited to meet in Beijing with the then Premier, Zhou
Enlai. Because of their advanced education and expertise, they
were offered the opportunity to work anywhere in China. Ji
Yilun chose to return to his alma mater, Ming Hsien.

The next year brought a drastic change in the political
climate in China. With the outbreak of the Korean War,
relations between the United States and China were terminated,
Because of his many years of study in the United States, and
because of his association with visiting teachers at Ming Hsien
from Oberlin’s Shansi exchange programs, Professor Ji was
denounced as a spy and his personal and professional career was
challenged at every turn. It was not until the end of the Cultural
Revolution that he was able to clear his name.

Professor Ji did, however, remain productive throughout
this difficult period. He continued to teach and do research on
ruminant nutrition, especially relating to dairy cattle. He
established a herd of black and white cattle at Shanxi Agricultural
University, and did pioneering work on adapting fodder that was
readily available in China to their nutritional needs. He was
convinced that the addition of dairy products to the Chinese diet
would have long-term benefits to the health of the people.

In 1979, the Chinese government began to recognize his
work. He received third prize from Shanxi Province for his
research in cattle improvement that year, and has been awarded
thirteen prizes since then, two from the national government,
and three from the National Ministry of Agriculture, He is
widely published in Chinese journals and has been recognized
worldwide as a prominent scholar for his contributions to
international journals. He has served with distinction as the
chairman of several committees on cattle production, both at the
provincial and the national level, and on the editorial board of
noted agricultural journals.

Professor Ji Yilun sought to improve the lot of the people in



his native province by working to meet the challenges presented
by the harsh climate and soil of northern China. He became
educated in agricultural matters in the United States and adapted
what he learned to the rigors of life in Shanxi Province. His
commitment to research on dairy cattle production in China has
resulted in significant improvement in the welfare of the people
of Shanxi, helping to make their lives less precarious and ease
the ever-present threat of famine.

In an article for the Journal of Shanxi Agricultural
University published in 2004, Professor Ji paid tribute to
Oberlin’s renowned professor of chemistry and mineralogy,
Frank Jewett, whose mentorship of his student Charles Martin
Hall, resulted in the 1886 discovery of a practical process for
extracting aluminum from its ore. Professor Ji attributes Frank
Jewett’s success as a teacher to his emphasis on hands-on-
laboratory work, student-faculty collaborative research, and
exhaustive bibliographical work.

Now in his senior years, Professor Ji Yilun says that his
life could have been much easier, but, as he looks back, he is
convinced that he made the right choices. I am very pleased to
have met Professor Ji on my visit to Shanxi Agricultural University in
2000. We are very proud to have the Distinguished Professor Ji
as part of the Oberlin College family, and it is my distinct honor
to write this preface to his autobiography.

President Nancy S. Dye
Oberlin College
November, 2004
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