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N Preface

If you want to study Chinese well, choosing a good textbook is very important.

What is a good textbook? Interesting content, clear grammar and useful sentences
are not only the students’ wish, but also the writers’ goal. This is what we have considered
when writing this textbook.

The principles for New Concept Chinese (elementary) are: creative, practical,
popular and interesting. This book has the following evident characteristics:

First, there are many pictures in this book to facilitate understanding. Before the
use of characters, people communicated using pictures. Pictures are a worldwide
language. Considering the difficulties of learning Chinese characters, we have included
many pictures to supplement texts and exercises. When beginners are overwhelmed by
the close and numerous different “squares”, pictures can help them understand the words’
meaning and increase their learning interest.

Second, grammar and usage are presented in a situational context. The first stage of
language study is to accumulate a basic language foundation. Abstract knowledge might
reduce the students’ interest because they want to use what they learn. They will be more
satisfied by using a word or phrase as soon as they learn it. In this book we have tried to
choose natural, commonly used language, real life situations and useful communication
topics that are relevant to the student’s life. What they learn from this book will be useful
to them in everyday activities.

Third, grammar points are naturally incorporated into the text. In this book there
are 129 grammar points under level A in Outline of Grammar Levels, written by the HSK
Department of the State Office Leading Group for Teaching Chinese as a Foreign
Language. The grammar points are introduced as natural sentences in the texts, rather
than as grammatical formulae, and thus are not explained as grammatical formula to be
memorized but as sentence models to be exercised and simulated. From every sentence
students will learn new grammar, but through building language intuition rather than
through memorizing formulaic rules. This builds a solid foundation for future language

study by more closely simulating the intuitive manner in which one relates to one’s own



mother tongue.

Fourth, we have tried to make the language of the textbook interesting. Language
study is often viewed as a boring and painful process, but in reality it could be much
different. Our lives are full of interesting situations; we communicate using lively,
interesting, and humorous language. Why can’t we use such vivid languages in the texts?
Many text writers think it is difficult to make primary level language study lively and
interesting, but we believe we have a good take on this. We hope that students who
choose this book can learn Chinese in a good mood and learn the language enjoyably.

Fifth, this book can be used as any kind of studying material. Because it merges
speaking and listening into one organic whole, this book can be used to learn both oral
and written Chinese. It has both systematic grammar points and lively and daily used
conversations, presented step by step and gradually increasing in difficulty, making it
a good textbook for short-term study, study abroad and self-study.

New Concept Chinese (elementary) has two volumes, with a total of 55 lessons.
All texts are presented with an English translation. We carefully considered the vocabulary
definitions and choose to introduce only the contextually appropriate meanings in order to
avoid confusion. After every text, there are pattern drills for important or commonly used
grammar. Exercises include listening, speaking, reading, writing and games to help
students USE what they learned from the text.

There is no special pronunciation section in this book, but all pronunciation points
are incorporated systematically into the exercises. Students will master these important
pronunciation points by doing the exercises. New Concept Chinese (elementary) isa
result of many people’s cooperation. We wish to thank Mrs. Guo Li and Mrs. Shen Puna
from Peking University Press for their warm support and instruction. We also wish to

thank American friend Nava Geula who proofread the translated version.

The Authors
June , 2002
Peking University
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Di-sanshiyT ké WS zhT xThuan kan pidoliang de shizhudn

FE4+—i® & R 2R &K Bk 9 %

¥RIL Text
Anna: M3Id  bidn wéizhe né&me dud rén, tamen
LW B w BE R4 %A, ]
z&i gan shénme?
£ a2
M& Andi: Gangcdinabian fashéngle qidngjig, jingchd
Lezil: RIA AR RAET #%), K
IGi diGochd. NI xi&dng qi  kdnkan ma?
X A, kB £ AEF B?

Annd: WS bl xihuan kan rénaor.

L - I &3k AR,

M& Andi: Nl xThuan kan shénme?
» o *
Pz i rER A A2
Ann&: zhT xThuan kan pidoliang de shizhuang.

3 HE *
=

TR R &Kk F E% 8 HE,

Lesson " Chi S 0100 AV R PR L RO i 19thm8

Anna: There are so many people around on the road side. What are they
doing?

Ma Andi: Just now there was a robbery over there and the police are here to
investigate. Do you want to go and see? ‘

Anna: I don’t like to look at this kind of scene.

Ma Andi: Well, what do you like to look at?

Anna: Ijust like to look at beautiful fas

147 New Words

1 H‘j’% shizhuang % (n.) fashionable clothing
2. LLpk mala 2 () road

3. bign £ (n.) side

4. H wei ah (v.) to surround

T 0 gan shénme to do what
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nabian
fashéng
gidngjié

didochd

10. FHHJL  kanrénaor

A8y pattern Drills
.‘\m‘l
& a1, e SES

Digid wéizhe tdiyang zhudn.

ik BE KM #,

over there

to happen

to rob; a robbery
to investigate

to watch a bustling scene

Xuésheng wéizhe I&oshT lidnxi huihud.

¥% BEA T

%3 2.

Jizhé weéizhe géshdu tiwen.

ik BAE FF RN,

H&izimen weéizhe mdma ting gushi.

TN BA BB 7 &KF,

1&g
NG

’&2&% 31.2 W“T ......
ting dian le

zhd@o hud le

A KT




., 31.3 {frAg.- - g

changchang shishi tTngting gudngguang
=R AT R HE
N f N\
s \
g ; S o ”
. “~N|
N (
18 New Words
1. HER dig % (n.) the Earth
2. ke zhudn (v} to turn; to go around
3 é{\iﬁ huihud L‘j) diill (v e ) conversation
4. iE jizhé £ (n) reporter; journalist
S s géshdu 2 il singer
6. &l tiwén g (v.) to ask question
Al men J&2 (suffix. ) plural suffix
8. = gushi # (n.) story
9. | {ERER, ting didn to cut off the power supply
10. fﬁi zhudng ché car collision
Jail %J{ zhdo hud to catch fire
12. ZEHL sTT (computer) crashed
13 iit shi il ) to try

_Repetition and Dictation

1. ﬁ%’l%ii*ﬂ%iﬂ&iﬁi%}ti% (Follow the text tape and repeat at a slow and

medium pace),



Q1. 2 TEHDF (Complete the following sentences):

(1) gk g
(2) ppinl 8 d
(3) B :
(4) WA A2 E ;
(5) MERFARH 4
O 2. BE&EHIFEME S (Fil in the blanks with double verbs):
(1) ARE=E, HTBE_ #Hk.
(2) ERARHE, ®ME__ &
(3y a3k bl . . T4E.
(4) JTAWA, I EIWE.
(5) AR SR, o e,
(6) XAERMAIPER, I .

Learn and Use

Q1. @OFQ)fA (Answer the questions):
(1) BERIAEKT, RELIN
(2) BERIRABRERT , RELTN?

Q2. MR—HIRBRITMNE (618, K. AW. &3, RB. ER) (Tel

about something you have seen (time, place, people, process, cause, result)),

o i
A




@ @ Translation

MFTTEnNg= (Translate the following sentences into Chinese):

1. There was a robbery just now and the police are here to investigate.
2. I'don’t like to look at such a noisy scene.

3. Ijust like to look at beautiful fashionable clothing.

fa
i

Write the Characters

10 G A
Al Al Ay
0 I il E il E
IR G

Pronunciation

0'&?@5"]@;, /I%E?gﬁlﬁﬂ"]gﬁ (Read the following septences and pay
attention to the changes of the third tone): i B ;

XiGo M& ging L&o LT mdi liing b&  yisdn.

Lo/ND i 22 K F L W4, (o Ma

Qingni g8 wd fud&o kduyl.

2. BIR B B EBS OIE, (Please teach il "’oral




A g d.g
‘ nshf'ér ké Ydoshi shudi xialai z&nmebdn?

mi.-—r- R A B TR E4ah?

¥R3L Text

Mali: Dahoutian  shi zhdumd, ni ydu  kdngr ma?
B XEX & AX, Ik A 2L 57
LuoXT: D&o mugién wéizhi méiydu anpdi.

PP 2 BAT hak XA KHE,

Mali: Zanmen qu pd Xidéng Shan, z&énmeyang?
HuE: e X R AL, EAM?

LUOXT: WS quaguo lidng ci  le. Ai, STMAta

B K FE Ak T. %, L% ﬁ
Changchéng ni gqiguo ma?

Kik IR EiL 5?7

Mali: Hai méiydu.
At et
fE%I‘]I‘]- jl:. IX%—O
LuoxT: Zanmen qu STmatai ba, tingshud nar

P v x aBe e, it AL
bijido weéixidn, hén cijl.
yoi B, AR A%

Ma&ilT: Ydoshi shudi xialai z&nmebdn?

IR &2 H TR E4MT

Lesson Thirty-two What if I fall off?
Mali: It will be the weekend in three days, are you free?

Luoxi: Idon’t have any plans yet (until now).

Mali: Let’s go to climb Fragrant Hill, OK? ;

Luoxi: I’ve been there twice. Have you been to the Great Wall at Simatai?
Mali: Not yet.

Luoxi: Let’s go to Simatai. I hear it’s quite dangerous there’ very exmtmg
Mali: What if I fall off? |l




