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——< ABOUT THE TEXT

Graduation speeches, which are an important and integral part of the graduation
ceremony, are meant to encourage the students as they set out on the new road before them.

Most graduation speeches kick off with a past reference (the speaker’s experience, some
stories related to the school and so on) and end on an inspirational note.

A good graduation speech will encourage the students to strive for a better future and to
realize their dreams. The idea is to prepare them for the big leap from their frivolous youthful
days to a more responsible adulthood.

The author of this article goes out of his way to offer some nuts and bolts advice for
graduates. The tips that the author offers run parallel to each other. Pay attention to the
sentences in bold. They serve as the topic sentences around which the paragraphs thereafter
evolve. :

The language of the article is humorous, which makes it enjoyable to read.

Across the country, college seniors are bracing themselves for the most excruciating ¢—Mm—
rite of spring: the commencement address.: Throughout the country, college seniors are
preparing themselves for the most boring and tormenting ceremony of the spring: the
commencement address.

We braced ourselves for a bumpy landing.

Nancy braced herself for the inevitable arguments.

1

confines of academia: institutes of higher learning, i.e. colleges and universities. l— —————— -
Another commonly used expression is “ivory tower”. | W

scholarships, resources for learning, and research at the university

alumni fund: a program through which graduates contribute to a range of student G
\
|
|




BPaRE X | Reading for Tnformation.

Pre-Reading Questions

1. What advice do you wish you had been given at your high school graduation ceremony?

2. Do mandatory reading lists, especially those followed by a test, really promote reading?

By Tucker Carlson

@ Across the country, college seniors are bracing
themselves for the most excruciating rite of spring: the
commencement address. We all know the routine. Someone
with a famous name will strut onstage and spout banalities.
“The world awaits ... you're a special generation ... go save the
planet ...” Blah, blah, blah.

@ What a wasted opportunity. If only those commencement
speakers would say a few things that are practical and useful.
Maybe something like this:

©®  Greetings, graduates. And congratulations. Today you
will emerge from the nurturing confines of academia to face

the real world. You will think of your school every month for
many years to come as you take call after call asking you to

contribute to the alumni fund — even as you are writing

The Graduation Advice | Never Got ... but Wish | Had

brace oneself for (4 B 89 K AA
C R F ) AR G RO
ke
excruciating /1K 'skruzf1ertiy/ adj %%
R IR
rite /rart/ n. AKX,
commencement /ka'mensmont/ n. 5
WAl
strut /strat/ v. k& Ak A
spout /spaut/ v. i& & R LI
banality /ba'nality/ n. 17 ¥R
confines /kan'famnz/ n. ;&H
academia /, ko 'dirmjo/ n. F RKF;
alumni /o'lamnav n. ( pl of alumnus)
(B)B&A
[}m
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humongous /hju:'mangos/ adj. (12) ¥ humongous checks to pay off the 25,000 dollars you owe in

e student loans.
© But look on the bright side. Now that you’re leaving
school, you can finally go about getting an education. To help
you start, here are a few recommendations for life after
B college: |
© Spend time with people who aren’t like you. From
get an earful F#F K 5, " AR day one, you got an earful about your school’s commitment to e
“diversity”. So you were probably surprised to find your
campus to be among the most segregated environments in
shunt /fant/ v. & 3 America, with different racial groups possibly being shunted
into separate orientations, separate graduation ceremonies,
even separate sections of the cafeteria. You may have been
rhetoric /'retorik/ n. w89 &%, & confused, too, by the rhetoric of your professors, who may
SHTH have claimed simultaneously that there are no differences at all
3 between the races, and that the differences between the races
must at all costs be celebrated and preserved.
@ Face it, real diversity was almost nowhere to be found.
And I don’t just mean the racial kind. Where was intellectual
diversity when the classroom was an exercise in group think?
% Try finding a conservative professor — it’s easier to spot a
yeti /'jett/ n. (EHIHLE)EA yeti. Challenge the orthodox views of political correctness and
orthodox /'o:fadpks/ adj. JE4# you’ll get labeled some pretty nasty things.
@ Only now, after college, can you really benefit from
diversity. Start by getting to know people whose skin is a
% different color from yours. Surround yourself with friends of
stripe /straip/ n. 2%, %5 every political stripe, and listen to them respectfully. And get
to know others in very different professions. Too often, after
choosing a career, people wind up learning more and more A

about less and less. Don’t fall into that trap. Keep broadening

4 your horizons by seeking out real diversity.
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