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Look at the pictures above and talk about the following questions.

1. What message does each picture convey?
2. How are the people in each picture related?
3. What are your comments on the two families in each picture?



Q LISTEN AND PRACTICE

Listen and read aloud the following two conversations.

(® Family Problems

(Maria, a Sparish girl who is studying sodology  England, is talking to her English friend Fane
about some _family problems .)

Jane:
Maria:
Jane:
Maria:
Jane:
Maria:
Jane:
Maria:

Jane:

Maria;

Jane:

Is family life in England very different from family life in your country, Maria?
No, | don’t think so. But | have noticed a few differences.

Oh, such as what?

Well, the family unit seems to be smaller here than in my country. For you,
the family is simply Mum, Dad and the children.

You have a more extended family circle, do you?

Yes. It’s quite common in my country to have a grandmother and an unmar-
ried aunt or uncle living in as part of the family. And we wouldn’t dream of
sending an elderly relative to an old people’s home, for instance.

You take care of elderly relatives yourselves, | gather.

Oh, yes. We haven’t got all your welfare services and it’ s the family’s duty
to look after an elderly parent, for example.

But in Britain, Granny is a problem. In fact it’s not only Granny who is a
problem, it’s Grandfather, too, and old people in general.

It seems very sad that parents should give so much of their lives to bringing
up their children and then, when they become old, be regarded as a prob-
lem.

Yes. In many countries it is still regarded as quite natural that a widowed
mother should go to live with one of her married children, but in Britain,



Maria:

Jane:

( Maria is
David:

Maria:
David:

Maria:
Linda:

Maria:

Unit | Family and Friends

certainly during the last forty or fifty years, there has been considerable resis-
tance to this idea. And remember it’s the old people themselves who are of-
ten totally opposed to the idea of going to live with the young family.

Well, presumably a point comes when old people have to go into old peo-
ple’s homes or something similar.

Yes, but it’s not as simple as that. The number of places in old people’s
homes provided by the state is strictly limited. There are private nursing
homes, but the cost is way out of reach of the average family.

(® What Does Friendship Mean to You?
discussing with her dassmates what friendship means to people . )

| consider friendship to be one of the most important things in life. A lot of us
get so involved with material values, family problems, “keeping up with the
Joneses,” etc., that we forget the real meaning of friendship.

Which is what, according to you?

A good friendship is one where you accept and forgive faults, understand
moods, and don’t feel hurt if a friend doesn’t feel like seeing you. Of
course, honesty is an essential part of any relationship. We should leam to
accept our friends for what they are.

How important are friends to you, Linda?

To me friendship... having friends, people | know ! can really count on... to
me that’ s the most important thing in life. It’ s more important even than
love. If you love someone, you can always fall out of love again, and that
can lead to a lot of hurt feelings, bitterness, and so on. But a good friend is
a friend for life.

Well, a good friend is someone who likes the same things that you do, who
you can argue with and not lose your temper, even if you don’t always agree
about things. | mean someone who you don’t have to talk to all the time but
can be silent with perhaps. That’s important, too. You can just sit together

and not say very much sometimes. Just relax.
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