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Preamble

“As resolution of issues concerning agriculture, rural areas
and farmers has an overall impact on building a moderately pros-
perous society in all respects, we must always make it a top pri-
ority in the work of the whole Party. We will strengthen the po-
sition of agriculture as the foundation of the national economy,
take a path of agricultural modernization with Chinese character-
istics. ” The general secretary of the CPC Central Committee Hu
Jintao pointed out in his report delivered at the 17® National Con-
gress of the CPC. China has accomplished remarkable achieve-
ments in agricultural and rural development since the start of the
reform and opening up. The CPC Central Committee and the
State Council have been promoting the development of a new so-
cialist countryside in recent years. As a result, a series of poli-
cies have been formulated to support and benefit agricultural sec-
tors. This has brought about significant changes and many novel
perspectives in agricultural and rural development in China.

This handbook has been prepared to serve the needs of ad-
ministrators and stakeholders in agricultural and rural economic
sectors to better understand the complexity of issues concerning
agriculture, rural areas and farmers, and to resolve these issues
more effectively. It provides a very broad coverage of informa-

tion, including general theories and methodologies, practices of
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30 years reform and opening up, and major current development
situations and key policy programs related. The authorship of
this handbook consists of senior researchers from leading agricul-
tural economic and policy research institutions and senior staff
from key agricultural administrations and business management
fields. The professional expertise and rich practical experiences
of the authors make this handbook highly authoritative, as mani-
fested in the features listed below.

Strong in theories and methodologies. The book absorbs re-
search findings and practical work experiences since the reform
and opening up, especially in recent years. Important theories,
methodologies, key policies and principles related to agricultural
and rural economic reform and development are of the focus of
this book.

Rich in practical information. The book provides a very
comprehensive coverage of the current situations and outstanding
practical issues concerning agriculture, rural areas and farmers in
China, In the Appendix section, key macro-economic, agricul-
tural and rural statistics are presented with selected international
comparisons.

Up-to-date. The book contains the latest research findings
and the most updated information in the fields of agricultural and
rural economy, including new concepts, new terminology, and
new calculation methods.

Easyto use. Detailed entries are grouped into chapters by is-
sue areas. All entries are listed in the table of contents to provide
an easy overview. An English version of the table of contents is

also provided for interested foreign readers. Entries are presen-
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ted in most precise and plainest terms possible. Examples and/or
calculation formulas are given for some entries. The book is prin-
ted in a portable size for convenient carrying. This handbook is
targeted at the needs of agricultural administrators and all stake-
holders in the field of agricultural and rural development, as well
as those who are interested in issues concerning agriculture, ru-
ral areas and farmers in China.

This handbook consists of 552 entries grouped into 22 chap-
ters. These entries cover topics such as agriculture, rural areas
and farmers, agricultural development, finance, regulations, sci-
ence and technology, policy and planning, rural management,
resources, environment, information management, township and
village enterprise, and terminologies and English abbreviations,
43 statistical tables are included in the Appendix.

Due to the complex and dynamic nature of issues concerning
agriculture, rural areas and farmers, as well as the time scope
and knowledge constraints of the authors, this handbook can’t be
all inclusive and thorough in all of the topics. Any suggestions
and recommendations for further improvement of this handbook

are welcome and highly appreciated.

‘Wan Baorui
December 1, 2007
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