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Preface

Yunnan province is located in southwestern China between 97°,31'39"°"106°,11'47" E and 21°,08'30"°'29°,15'8"
N. It is an inland province at a low latitude and high elevation. The province borders Tibet and Sichuan in the
north, Guizhou and Guangxi in the east, Vietnam and Laos in the south and Myanmar in the west. Its total area
is about 390,000 km2, and it is the eighth largest province in the country in area.

Yunnan is one of the original homes of our forefathers. It is famous throughout the
world as the kingdom of animals, plants and non—ferrous metals. In this beautiful and varied

land, you can enjoy countless wonders of nature, rich biodiversity and many historic sites,

all of which make you feel as if you were in a huge, living, natural history museum. The
land is so entrancing that millions of people who love nature have been attracted to this

wonderland.
About 200 million years ago, most of Yunnan was still covered by sea (Tethys). This wonderful land was
gradually formed as the result of orogenic movement and climatic changes over millions of years.

The land of Yunnan looks like a huge semicircular ladder with its highest point on the summit of Kagebo Peak
(6740 m asl.) on Meili Snow Mountain in northwestern Yunnan. From this point, the land gradually descends
towards the east, the south, and the west. The lowest point in the province is the water surface of the Honghe
River on the border between China and Vietnam, which is only 76.4 m asl .The distance from the highest place
to the lowest is less than 900 km, a very rare phenomenon in the world. On the Eastern Yunnan Plateau, you can
see karst scenery everywhere, here stone forests, caves and waterfalls abound. The Hengduan Mountain Range
in western Yunnan is a southern, pan of the nghal Tibetan Plateau in this area, you can see lofty mountains
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2001 L5  First rays of the sun on Nushan Mountain

Mountains

In Yunnan, you can see mountains everywhere. 94% of the province’s total area is mountainous. With the
Honghe River as the dividing line, the province can be separated into two different sections, the Hengduan Mountain
Range in western Yunnan and the plateaus of eastern Yunnan. In both parts, you can see basins scattered among
rugged mountains. Many gorges have formed through which fast flowing rivers wind their way through the mountains.

Scanning the area to the west of Honghe River, you can see countless mountains and valleys stretching into the
distance. The highest mountains in Yunnan are the Dandanglika, Gaoligong, Nushan, Yunling, Ailao, Wuliang and
Bangma. In northwestern Yunnan, Gaoligong, Nushan and Yunling Mountains run from north to south parallel with
the Nujiang River, the Lancang River and the Jinsha River between them, forming the famous gorge area. In this
area, you can see lofty mountains, deep gorges, high cliffs and precipitous slopes. Kagebo Peak of Meili Snow
Mountain (6740 m asl.) is the highest peak in Yunnan. The other three Snow Mountains, Baima, Haba and Yulong,
are also over 5000 m asl. All these mountains are snow capped all the year round, with clouds clinging to their
sides. On the higher slopes, you can see glaciers like huge white dragons lying along the deep valleys, casting a
mysterious veil over the vast grey stone.
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Kagebo Peak on Meili Snow Mountain, the highest mountain in Yunnnan(6740 m asl.)
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Minyong Glacier beneath Kagebo
Peak. The southernmost glacier in the
northern hemisphere. The glacier
tongue reaches 2650 m asl.
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Minyong Glacier’s tongue
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Mianzimu, the second highest
peak of Meili Snow Mountain
(6050 m asl.)
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Sinong Glacier
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The Crown of the Snow Mountain
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The glacier on Yulong Snow Mountain
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Autumn on the Big Snow
Mountain(Zhongdian)
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Alpine debris belt on
Baima Snow Mountain
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Shanzidou Peak on Yulong Snow Mountain, the second highest mountain in Yunnan (5596 m asl.)
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9511 U JE4¢ U-shaped valley on Baima Snow Mountain
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Zalaqueni Peak of Baima Snow Mountain, the third highest mountain in Yunnan (5429 m asl.)
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Nushan Mountain
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Haba Snow Mountain, the fourth highest mountain
in Yunnan (5369 m asl.)
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Nushan Mountain
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MeiLi Snow mountains in Shining



