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Vast, vibrant®and truly
multicultural, London is one of
the world’s great cities.
Located in the southeast of
England, on the River Thames,
it is the capital of the United
Kingdom ( UK) and has been
the heart of its political,

cultural and business life for
centuries. The now sprawling metropolis® is a far cry from the
scrabble of dwellings that first sprouted up to house river traders. It
was the Romans who really kick-started the city, by establishing
“Londinium” as an important fortress® town, guarding the Thames
and protecting against any Celtic tribes trying to invade the then
untamed® island. The Romans brought with them forts, roads and the
rule of law, prompting Roman historian Tacitus to boast of an AD60
city “filled with travelers and a celebrated® center of commerce” .
Over the centuries, London has developed and expanded, despite
the many dangers—the Great Plague®, the Great Fire, the bitter
English Civil War and even a plot to blow up the Houses of

vibrant [ 'vaibront] adj. #& % K, B & W
metropolis [ mi'tropalis] n. &4 ,j(ﬁi?ﬁ
fortress [ 'fortris] n. £ 2 JEE

untamed [ an'teimd ] adj. & 9 AR & , 442 3L
celebrated [ 'selibreitid ] adj. 3 £ B

plague [ pleig] n. SR, BRI, K
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arliament. But most recently, London and its citizens survived the
German Luftwaffe? attempts to bomb the city to oblivion® during
World War II “Blitz”.

Nowadays, the sheer scale of Greater London can be daunting at
first, as it sprawls 1500sq km across a voluminous® plain. However,
it is a city that is surprisingly easy to get around, with the
comprehensive Underground or “ Tube”. The twin axis on which
London rests is the Houses of Parliament to the west and the City of
London to the east. The seat of government, not far from the home of
the royal family, is connected to the City by the River Thames. In
between lie most of the tourist attractions and the busiest, liveliest
entertainment areas, such as Knightsbridge and Soho. But London’s
vivacity® and charm stretches far beyond the Circle Line—the
Underground route that rings the inner city. Residential areas outside
the city center have their own beating heart.

And as the population of London pushes inexorably® towards the
ten million mark, the city continues to grow and thrive. Home to 37
distinct immigrant groups, each
consisting of more than 10, 000
people, this is a city where some
300 languages are spoken. This
very real multiculturalism is
evident on every street and is a

key reason why people love the

Luftwaffe [ luftvafo] n. (49BEACH) EEH = E

oblivion [ o'blivion] n. 8, 8 %

voluminous [ vo'luiminas | adj. FH ¥ L M), TR H , BE KR
vivacity [ vi'veesiti] n. JF&

inexorably [ in'eksorabli] adv. Jo1% i , ¥ B 3
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city. Tourists come for London’s history or London’s royal
pageantry® but they return for all the charms of the modern London,
not least the extraordinary breadth of London’s cultural life, with
world-class art galleries and theatres, buzzing nightlife, film, music,
culinary® and fashion scenes. »

During summer, London’s
bountiful green spaces fill up with
office workers and tourists enjoying
the surprisingly balmy® days as café

tables sprout across a multitude® of

pavements. During winter, the gray
skies and rain can be forgotten for a while in numerous cozy pubs. But
spring and autumn are probably the best seasons to visit the city,
when clear crisp sunny days often illuminate® London and its

landmarks, old and new.
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pageantry [ 'paedzontri] n. W, 4 FH
culinary [ 'kalinari] adj. J& B4 , % 8 F i
balmy [ 'ba:mi] adj. 357 1, & Fl K
multitude [ 'maltitjuzd] n. 2%, B A
illuminate [ i'ljuimineit] ». BEBY , BR 25

©Oeeee



DePDBESD

o

EIE T MR BT S R P A O B o BE AT S T —
B i B R /A TG 60 4E R , “ — A E & MR RO
R kR E O E R, B B R KRR T LB B B
T 5 3 B B b, 7R U T R R B DR LR o A A R
V85 3 T 5 oA P i, AR T 48 B R HL T R R T B

AR AR S LS B R R L R B =8, BAEE KHP
JE 4R 1500 SE A B, R, A T4t ek, AR
BS . BT R bR T, R KR TR,
TEL R T A B L R RO , 5 2R W T 35 O T X AR . ZE LA
FRL 2 VR 2 £ B0 MR B 2 DA B B A I BRI IR AR 35 BT, S
IR B (B M S A 3 1 R ) 3 O A T K B 58 P S8R B i
RIAREREE 7l 0 Z AN B R K B A ik AL R

S O TG R T A% R RS K E R
TR 3T AR REBETE R A RS #5 2 H 10000 £
IR, R UE A2 300 FHE S . X —EIEMZTXRAR
TE S ATE FE R W B, Bt R AT 3 B B R SR T A G B R
W 22 A1 16 4 B0 T s R L o O TR O 048 3, 1B A ATD el
e T IS A BT A Wk 1, A AN 2 A8 3 S Ak A 1 A 1 T
PR, B A R B 26 AR B B LR R AR T LY AR
SR 4 R .

EEZE S WG E2 R TR EDANRMEE O,
O 5 7E VR £ 2 B0 A AT b — T B4R A E 2 AR
ARG RS, LT, AT 5 A &8 A 8 1 E T LA
*@ﬁﬁ%ﬂm@iifmmf {a% ﬁ%ﬂﬂiiﬁa%ﬁmvmfﬁ




C3rne
1 5 5 B T AR A 4

. 2.lJorld Capital: Geneva
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Geneva has long been Switzerland’s most cosmopolitan® city.
Situated at the southwestern end of Lac Léman—the country’s largest
lake—and astride® the Rhone, Geneva is the departure point for lake
steamers. Only an arrival by water can convey just how well sited the
city is, with foreground® hills
rising against a backdrop of
mountains. The river bisects the
city—some refer to the north
side as the right bank and the
south as the left bank. The city

center is sited on both shores,
with the main railway station and the suburbs to the north of the river
and the Old Town to the south of the river.

Settled since Neolithic® times, Geneva became an imperial city
in 1032, under Emperor Conrad ]I , before achieving independence in
1530 and joining the Swiss Confederation in 1814. Geneva’s
reputation for religious tolerance during the Reformation proved to be a
major influence on its subsequent development. For centuries, exiles
from religious or political persecution chose the city as their refuge.

Even the manufacture of watches was fostered by one of the most

cosmopolitan [ kozma'politon] adj. itk 5t = LHY, £t F 09, B FREY
astride [ os'traid] adv. B5 %

foreground [ 'forgraund] n. RSt

Neolithic [ nirou'li@ik ] adj. i1 &% iR H)
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intolerant® of religious exiles, John Calvin, who lived here from 1541
to his death in 1564. This extraordinary mix of nationalities, coupled
with the fact that most exiles were of an intellectual disposition?, led
to the establishment of disparate® centers of learning. These soon
developed such a fine reputation that Geneva became a popular choice
for the sons and daughters of well-to-do families to finish their
education.

Switzerland’s famed neutrality® had a part to play in encouraging
international organizations to locate their headquarters in Geneva,
which today boasts over 200,
raising an always numerous
foreign community to one-third of
the population. The catalyst for
choosing Geneva was the decision
in 1919 to set up the headquarters
; of the League of Nations,
predecessor® of the United Nations, in the city. Although the UN
moved to New York in 1945, Geneva has kept its European office in
what is the second largest building on the Continent ( Palace of
Versailles is the largest). Other important organizations based in the
city are the International Committee of the Red Cross—founded by the
Swiss Henri Dunant in 1864—and the World Health Organization.

The city is also a major banking center, and plays a significant

role in the manufacture of watches, scientific instruments, jewelry and

intolerant [ in'toloront] adj. /S 58 25 14 , #a & (Y
disposition [ dispa'zi]’an] n. YENE B E
disparate [ 'disporit] adj. ANAH Y, 471
neutrality [ njur'treeliti] n. #0037, ¥ 57 A7
predecessor [ 'prirdisesa] n. §i3E , Al f£
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foodstuffs. These roles have contributed to it being an expensive city
in which to live or stay, although it has much to offer the visitor,
principally the Old Town and some fine
museums. Geneva is an efficient, clean city.
Its excellent public transport system, coupled
with the ease and pleasure of walking around
the center, make a car unnecessary, even a
nuisance®,

The city enjoys a mild central European

climate with relatively low rainfall. The
super-rich community of international civil servants demands good
food, top hotels and ‘entertainment and Geneva provides it all.
Beneath the stereotypical® veneer® of diamonds and watches,
however, one finds a tolerant and safe society with the Genevois

strangely similar to the British—reserved but courteous®.

[ )
1. the Reformation: SR # B % , 16 28 PG RR 5 75 B0 B 0 K 32 50 3 se 30 A fie
B BR B 52 B, I o OB B ST

2. John Calvin: 245 - /R 3C(1509—1564 ) , 3 % Hif + B # ¥ 2 K Mg b 7 %
S EG (1533 4F) 184 R I N\ B 1 (45 B Be ) (1536 48 ) thf it |
L FY 27 80 SCHE 1o I 3

nuisance [ 'njuisns] n. iR 9 A 5% % 74
stereotypical [ stiariou'tipikl] adj. EE
veneer [ vo'nia| n. i, 4bF , M i
courteous [ 'koitjos] adj. HALSH M, HESE Y
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