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Preface

This book is a collaborative effort of 13 villagers and 10 team
members of Pingzhai project. The first part of the book briefly intro-
duces the idea of culture and development and the objectives of our
project in Pingzhai village. Through this cultural action, we aim at en-
hancing the historical consciousness, cultural identity, and capacity of
the local community; while building our own capacity. The second part
of the book is villagers narrative of their stories such as village histo-
ries, ancestral culture, religious practices, festivals, folksong, handi-
craft, everyday life, and so on. The last part is stories of villagers and
our team members, talking about their personal reflections, feelings,
comments on our works in the village. We do hope this book can be-
come alternative teaching material in rural development and educa-
tion. The practice of writing village histories can also become part of
the protection of non — material historical heritage in China. We wish
our collective experience can be a salutary lesson for the development

China rural social work.
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@ Tonnies, Ferdinand. 1988. Community & Society. New Brunswick, N. J. : Transac-
tion Publishers ( Translation of Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft );  Williams,
Raymond. 1983. Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. London: Fontana Paper-
backs. Translation of: Gemeinschaft und Gesellschaft.
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@  Escobar, A.1995. Encountering Development: The Making and Unmaking of the
Third World. New Jersey: Princeton University Press; Banuri, T. 1990. *Development and the
Politics of Knowledge: A Critical Interpretation of the Social Role of Modernization. ” in Ste-
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Blackwell Publishing,



