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1 Ei#xxAxJI% (Elementary Practice
in Writing)

1.1 MERFBXE

XERZHBREAR. BENHBEFEUTILAHFR (D
BECT - HEEaRENF LR FHETUGTERE BT
RER; (OBRFQEFZ S EEAMEXN LR (D EELE
SARSRA TR T Wk s (4) BRIE B P L R OB BT TR
B, B TERERASERFARRRE S50 ZEH KR (5)
BEXSH-THREL,

XEEGFMESBRERTHALU BFH A EZRIHR.
(DFFREBG Q)EXH (BFEILNERE, ETMBREHE A B
MER); QYERBCFERAENDF). EMXENEBA L
PSS RIF—#, XEY TR B R WL AGE T R 20 F L B
BETE, ARUHEMRATRANET,

REXB-TBRE ERREPROIRORWTRA LTS
i3]

Topic Even though a medical student studies very hard
sentence  in school, he still needs to have a few more skills to
perform a successful operation and become a success-
First ful surgeon. First, he must learn to examine the pa-
tient and check his general health condition before the
operation. He should also know his past illness

Next record. Next, it is very important that he practice.
Many operations require a surgeon who has great skill
Last and high speed, which come only from practice. Last,

he must watch the patient carefully in case there are
postoperative complications. Only by doing these
three things will he perform operations successfully.
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ANTFTHEAOXETR, EREPEIRIHEIN W IEXEF
BTEITBEENTER, FBHT AT BRAFEANRAE, X
#, 8 TREARSOB RG], G40 BN M X E
MEBBERA, FEXEEMII2E . CEME—,

How to Be a Good Surgeon

When a person decides to become a sargeon, he

usually considers the many extra years of study be-

yond the Bachelor's Degree during which he will

learn the skills of his chosen specialty. All of us

know about this lengthy anw pro-

cess that doctors must ufidergo. Howevery even

though a medical student spends many years and

does a lot of hard work in medical school, he still has

Thesis a lot to learn. In order to become a successful sur-

statement geon, a doctor must continue to learn in an cn-veing
process as he works with his patients.

Topic Examining the patient ppd checking his health
sentence condition before the op ra“igg/ak\c:itical. He has

to check the patient’s blood pressure and heart con-
dition and give him a blood test; in addition, he
should get his pa3t medical record. If necessary, he
should give him some special tests. After he knows
the patient’s health condition very well, he can de-
cide what kind of operation the patient should have.
Otherwise, he may fail in the operation. For exam-
ple, I once knew a patient who had gastric ulcer and
bleeding, and she needed to be operated on immedi-
ately. After general testing, she was sent to the op-
erating room. The surgeon disregarded ler iliness
record and didn’t give her a blood sugar examina-
tion. During the operation, after she had been given
intravenous glucose, she died because she had dia-
betes. If the surgeon had been more careful, this la-
dy would not have died. To avoid this tragic result,



Topic

sentence

Topic

sentence

Conclusion

a good surgeon should pay a lot of attention to his
patient. Even in an emergency, he should check the
patient’s over-all condition before the operation.

To be a good surgeon, a doctor hag to be ex-
tremely skiliful, so he also must practice constantly.
If he controls the healing art, he can perform oper-
ations quickly and correctly, and that will help him
to be successful in an operation. For example, some
patients cannot stand long periods under anes-
thesia. For them, operations have to be completed
in the shortest time possible. This requires a sur-
geon who has high skill and high speed, so a good
surgeon is one who has practiced over and over to
learn his skill well.

Watching the patient after the operation is an-
other step that will help the doctor succeed in sav-
ing people’ s lives. After the operation, some pa-
tients will have symptorms that will forecast im-
pending danger. The surgeon should survey them,
diagnose them, and give the patient treatment in
time. I once had a friend who went in for an opera-
tion. Afterward, she had a little fever. The surgeon
noticed that, and a second operation was performed
immediately, which saved her life. If the surgeon
had not watched this patient closely, she would have
died. Therefore, watching a patient after an opera-
tion is also important for a surgeon.

It is obvious that a doctor never stops learning
even after he finishes his formal education. When a
doctor examines all his patients carefully, practices
his techniques frequently, and watches his patients
closely, he continues to learn and in this way be-
comes a successful surgeon.
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paragraph Essay

Introduction  The topic sentence pre- The thesis statement
sents the main idea. It presents the controlling
is often the first sen- idea of the whole com-
tence in the paragraph. position. It is found in

the introductory para-
graph.

Body Supporting sentences Supporting paragraphs
include details, facts, develop the main idea
and examples to explain and include topic sen-
the idea presented in tences that support the
the topic sentence. thesis statement.

Conclusion The concluding state- The concluding para-
ment refers to the topic graph refers to the the-
sentence and sums up sis statement and sums
the ideas presented in up the ideas presented
the body ( supporting in the body (supporting
sentences) . paragraphs).

Exercise 1 Identifying the Parts of a Paragraph

Depending on its use in a written work, a paragraph may be

one type or a combination of types. The following paragraphs ex-
emplify common types. The kind of supporting materials used de-
pends on the topic sentence and the purpose of the paragraph as
part of a whole written composition.

As you look at each paragraph, discuss the main idea or topic
sentence. Does it have a word or phrase that controls the para-
graph’s idea? What are the main supporting ideas? Are there any
logical indicators? Is there a conclusion?

1 Using examples (single items that serve as models or
samples) :

My friend Nhuong is a hard-working man. Although he must
work in a Coca-Cola plant each day, he also goes to school full time
at the community center to learn English. After his morning
classes, he hurries to go to the plant, where he works until mid-
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night, standing in the assembly line making sure that the bottles of
Coke move along the conveyor belt smoothly. On the weekends,
he has to do most of his studying and also try to find time to spend
with his family and friends. His relatives, who have just immi-
grated to the United States, live with him, and he must help them
become adjusted to American life. He doesn’t have enough time
to sleep or enjoy himself much, but he never thinks about working
less. In fact, he seems to enjoy working all the time.

Topic/main idea

Controlling phrase or word

Supporting ideas 1

2
3
4

Logical connectors

Conclusion
2 Using an illustration ( material that presents clarification or

explanation to prove a point) :

Not knowing a language well can sometimes cause a problem
in communicating. One word in a language can have different
meanings, or two words can have the same pronunciation and be
similar but have different meanings. About two years ago, one of
my friends told me an embarrassing story. The first year that she
was in the United States she had a job in a dry-cleaning store. One
day a customer came in and picked up his garments. After he paid
for the cleaning and was ready to leave, he suddenly turned back
to my friend and asked, “Do you dye here?” Thinking she had un-
derstood his question, my friend got angry and answered, “No, I
wont't die here. I'm going to die in my own country!”

Topic/ main idea

Controlling phrase or word

Supporting ideas 1

2

Logical connectors
nclusion ~

3 Using facts (figures and statistics that can be proven or veri-
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fied) ;

Mount Everest was first surveyed in 1852 when it was found
to be the highest mountain in the world. First, it was measured to
be 29, 000 feet. Later, however, someone added two feet so the
height would not appéar to be a round number estimate. In 1954,
another team surveyed and reported the mountain to be 29, 028
feet. Anyway, no matter which figure is used, Mount Everest is
the highest mountain in the world.

Topic/main idea __

Controlling phrase or word

Supporting ideas 1

2

Logical indicators

Conclusion ‘
4 Using description (a verbal representation) :

I’ Il never forget the first time I saw a real American Christ-
mas tree. Being still a small child, I thought it was by far the most
beautiful thing I had ever seen. I was first attracted by the bright
red and green lights that seemed to sparkle all over. Then as I
drew closer to the tree, my eyes focused on what looked like
miniature wooden toys hanging from colored strings and ribbons.
Next to those tiny miniatures were glass balls of many different
colors reflecting the lights of the tree, some of them were also
painted with pictures of people dancing in the snow or skating on
ponds. At the tip of each branch, someone had carefully hung a
tiny candy cane, a treat to dazzle any small child, and under the
tree was a tiny village with lighted houses and a sleigh with rein-
deer and Santa Claus sitting in it. Most memorable of all, at the
top of the tree was the most beautiful sight for my small eyes:a
golden angel with silver threads in her white flowing hair.

Topic/main idea

Controlling phrase or word

Supporting ideas 1

2
3
4




5
6
Logical indicators
Conclusion
5 Using enumeration (a list of ideas named one by one):
According to a recent United Nations repert on the population
explosion of urban areas, so many people are leaving rural areas
and moving to the cities that by the year 2025 there will be
ninety-three metropolitan areas in the world with a population of
over five million people each. Presently, there are only thirty-four
such cities. With urban populations growing so rapidly, controlled
growth will be impossible, with negative results. For one thing,
there will be sprawling slums since there will not be enough hous-
ing available. In addition, there will be massive, regular failures of
electric and water services because of the excessive demands.
Moreover, the cost of these services will skyrocket again as a re-
sult of the supply not being able to keep up with the demand. For
another thing, there will be extensive unemployment and strained
educational and recreational facilities. Looking forward to these
things, perhaps we should all return to the quiet life of the rural
countryside.
Topic/main idea
Controlling phrase or word
Supporting ideas 1
2
3
4
Logical indicators
Conclusion

Exercise 2 Writing Topic Sentences

Now that you have identified topic sentences and seen how
they limit the writer’s idea, practice writing topic sentences by
supplying one for each of the following paragraphs. Before you
write your sentence, read the paragraph to see what kind of sup-
porting material is used and what the writer’s main idea seems to
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be.

In the morning, the city is full of action and excitement. People in
the White House, on Capitol Hill, and in government departments
and offices are working nonstop to decide what is best for the
United States. However, when the afternoon rush hour passes
and night arrives, the dangerous fact of the city appears. You can
seldom find anyone at 10:00 P. M. walking down Constitution Av-
enue, the busiest avenue in the Washington metropolitan area dur-
ing the day. This is partly because the government offices are
closed, but more likely because a lot of people are afraid of the
danger. The northwestern part of the city, including Georgetown,
is not free of this danger. For -example, it is possible to see a
group of drunk teen-agers who are either driving recklessly or
walking in the streets looking in cars for cash or other valuables
that the owners might have left in them. A classic crime in Wash-
ington is committed by the muggers who will kill a victim for not
having enough cash to satisfy the robbers. Taxi drivers are often
the victims of such violent crimes when they drive in downtown
Washington at night. Danger is always lurking in the nation’s
capitol after dark, so most people don’t go downtown after work-
ing hours.

2

For example, I had a friend whose father was the vice-presi-
dent of a big company. He.made a lot of money, and he usually
bought something for his children and his wife every evening after
work. Unfortunately, he liked to gamble too much. He went to a
casino every weekend, and eventually he began to go to one every
evening after work, coming back early in the morning to go to
work. He usually won a lot ; however, one day about six years
ago, he came back with a disheartened look on his face. He had
lost a lot of money, and, from that time on, he couldn’ t win
enough. He lost his job, too, and, as a result, his wife and children
left him. His gambling had affected his life tremendously.

8



For instance, according to the American Chemical Society’s
Salary Survey Report, during the earlier years, the salaries of in-
experienced women chemists with B. S. degrees always lagged
behind men’s. But during the 1970s, women’s salaries appeared
to have achieved parity with men’s. In 1978, the starting salary
of an inexperienced chemist with a B. S. who worked in private
industry was $ 12, 000 for the men and $ 13, 500 for the women.
The increasing percent age compared with the 1970s salary was
50 percent for the men and 67 percent for the women. The expla-
nation is that in previous years more women worked for academic
and research institutions, but now more women are employed in
private industries where their salaries are higher than in other
fields.

4

For one thing, the English paragraph is a separate unit of
thought in which only one particular aspect of a larger topic is dis-
cussed. This aspect of the paragraph is called unity. The writer
discusses only one topic or part of a topic, and all of the material in
the paragraph must support that main, or central, idea: This idea
of unity requires that all the supporting material be relevant to
the main idea, unlike paragraphs in Russian and Spanish, which
may contain digressions. The English paragraphs also differs from
paragraphs in other languages in another way: coherence. An
English paragaph is coherent when the ideas are expressed one af-
ter another in a straight orderly line of development. The central
idea is expressed in a topic sentence, most often at the beginning
of the paragraph, and then the supporting sentences grow out of it
one after another in a sequence that is logical to the native writer.
Writers obtain the required coherence by organizing their ideas in
certain acceptable ways such as by order of importance or spatially
or chronologically, to name a few, or by using various transition
words such as first, second, next, etc. This straight line of deve-
lopment differs from a paragraph in Chinese, for example, in which
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thought follows a circular line of development. When a student is
learning to write an English paragraph, he must be aware of these
rhetorical patterns that make the English paragraph different from
paragraphs in his own language. Knowing the particular patterns
of thinking and arranging ideas in writing will help the student
become more proficient in writing more quickly.

Exercise 3 Using Logical Indicators

Many types of paragraphs use logical indicators to show the
progression from one idea to another. By adding indicators to the
main supporting sentences, we can help the flow of ideas, as in the
following example.

First, we need money to buy the car;then, we have to pay for
a sticker and a license plate. In addition, we must have accident
insurance, and we also pay for gas and repairs.

In the exercises below appropriate indicators have been sup-
plied so that each paragraph will flow smoothly. A topic sentence
and supporting ideas are listed. Use these sentences and add the
given logical indicators to write a short paragraph.

1 Life in a refugee camp is not easy.

not enough food to eat

water for drinking, washing scarce

limited space

no utilities (electricity, running water)

(for one thing, for another thing, also, furthermore)

2 A community college and a university differ in several ways.

community college: two years, A. A. degree; university: four
years, B.A. or B.S. degree

community college serves immediate community; university
serves students from all over the world

community college: “commuter campus” ; university : dormito-
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ries (one difference is, another difference is, still another differ-
ence is)

3 There are three important ways we learn to speak or write a
second language.

follow a model (a native speaker)

receive instruction

practice constantly

(one way is, another way is, the most important way is)

1.2 E4ER

BANWBETETFERT . EMATERRE, £AREBELK
EAREMEL A RERKRARE, BREMBE, FXEH
BREER. WHENASDBZARE RS, KO, BUIFRHAAEX
B -BHER, BRERRLT. HXHt AR EEE TEH
EfEBRBE T2 A RN,

1.2.1 RHEB

ENE— TS RERRHFEEHEE, LEECEBT R
SR, B —REN RBALRHXEELF T WRY X E
FREG N, HmEREEH X R L CE, B2XE
HEWAZHTERTUE . BRREEMFHERE. BB RE,
BERITWMINEG, BRES AL BEPHZLAE, $%, Tibk
B - HRE, RLFIEEERRE—CSHEERN, B TH
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Olym pic Games

Events in the Olympic games

Gymnastics as one event in the Olympic games

Kurt Thomas, one outstanding American Olympic gymnast

The unique style of Kurt Thomas, an outstanding American
gymnast

The unique style of Kurt Thomas in the floor exercises of the
gymnastic competitions at the 1980 Olympic Games

THREKILAGF. BR BHAPE -G F3EEHR
FESH ESHTREMASEH. LEE AP, E—I1HT
Food additives are harmful. {H1F 2 & & & 5, WA, R
X EEEE, UL EERMA BB FERIER SR @B E, Bt
BIARFHEBEERHYE RETHR-THERESLHRK
HANGBRTEOHT, BREXNMNIEHE B XEFIET

;1 Food additives are harmful
2 Sodium nitrate, a food additive, is harmful to one’s health.

1 Puppies need care.

{2 Puppies need supervision, frequent health check-ups, and
vaccination against canine diseases.

1 Computers are used effectively for college registration.

{2 Computers are used effectively for registration at Hilldale
College.

1 War is destructive.

2 The war in Vietnam killed thousands of people, ruined the
land for agriculture, and destroyed the economy of the
country.

31 TV is educational.
2 The National Geographic specials on TV are educational.

Exercise 1 Comparing Topics

Look at the subjects in each of the following groups. Which
topic is most limited? Rank the topics from most to least limited,
using numbers 1 { most limited ) , 2 ( less limited ) , and 3 ( least
limited).
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