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Preamble

Private gardens in West Lake came forth since the Tang Dynasty. Evolved through the rise and decline of
Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing Dynasties, West Lake garden, "Lake Garden" for short, is thus shaped as one of genres
with defined styles and rich connotations in the south of Yangtze River. Its feature is in that, midst the God
designed natural splendor and environments in Hangzhou, with peculiar sifted site, dexterous thoughts and
elaborate constructions, it is generated by the designers outside while abundant connotations are expanded inside.
Especially, with borrowing real mountains and waters, smartly using master articles and drawing on local charms,
the refinements and styles, which contains gardens amid the garden, scenes in the scene and vigorous sentiments,
are created. Guo's Village at this location, near Crouching Dragon Bridge at Yanggong Dyke in West Lake, is

rather a masterwork in Lake Garden.

Guo's Villa, was originated from a Song Family's ancestral temple located in the same place, which was
reconstructed by Song Duanou, a rich merchant in the end period of Qing Dynasty. Initially in the last century,
this private garden was transferred under Guoshilin' s name, a person from Fujian. Following the style of the
garden villages in West Lake, Mr. Guo had it renovated with the mingling Chinese and western architectural
methods, what's more, according to "Fenyang Shire King", emperor granted title of Guo Ziyi who was a famed
general in Dang Dynasty, the villa was gracefully renamed "Fenyang Villa". Locally in Hangzhou, it is called Guo's
Villa conventionally.

In 1989, with sincere guides by professor Chen Congzhou from Shanghai Tongji University, the once long
neglected Guo's Villa, following the traditional styles and peculiar properties of Lake Garden, was reconstructed,
adjusted and renovated in the aspect of garden layout, architectural decoration, flower/tree placement and interior

furnishing.

After full renovations, in the north of Guo's Villa, a large water area linking water in West Lake is generated.
Skies and clouds flourish over the water surface, level plated arch bridges are built for communications.
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In the south, southeast and southwest parts of Guo's Villa, hall of Xiangxuefenchun (Plum Blossom and Snow
Sharing Spring), Yanfenjingshe (Refined Hut permeated with Fragrance), Jingbiju (Quiet Residence Chamber),
Jingshuge (Dyke—viewing Pavilion), Huanzao Pavilion and Rumuchunfeng (Corridor of Bathing in Spring
Breeze). All these halls, huts, chambers, pavilions and corridors face a pond of clear water. The pond water and

the northern water area bridge the graceful water in West Lake.

Between the reconstructed north water and south pond in Guo's Villa, Liangyi Loft (Double Graces Loft) acts
as partition. Southward from Double Graces Loft, you may enjoy overlapping artificial hills on the pond lake, in
which fishes gambol happily. Around the water pond, towers and pavilions are located at various distances and
heights. Northward from Double Graces Loft, the water surface is so spacious and woods shadows are deep inside.
In combination with those sights and refinements in the south of Loft, obvious spatial contrasts of false or true
perspectives as well as harmonious supplements are formed. However, when people's eyes and minds extend to
the east, north and south directions beyond Guo's Villa, there would be lakes outside the garden, dyke outside the
lake, mountains outside the dyke and towers on the mountains. Here, waves and willows, clouds silhouettes and
peaks profiles, all theses reside together day and night; with all these romances and elegances, poetic dreams and
picturesque lands, years pass by.

After Guo's Villa was renovated in the early 1990s, it not only proceeded to catering for lots of domestic and
foreign visitors, but also was simultaneously commended by personnel engaged in the gardening circle. It has won
awards on state and local excellent building design and engineering several times. In particular, since the 21
century comes and the West Lake overall protection project is implemented, Guo's Villa's status and impact stand
out evidently. From the integration of the southern sights of West Lake, recovery of Yanggong Dyke spot in the
west of Lake, generation of the new lakeside pleasure street and Meijiawu culture village clearance, to the launch
of Beishan Street historical & cultural community, etc., Lake Garden's art features, architecture concepts and
methods, inherited, interpreted and implemented in Guo's Villa, are more widely used for reference, more
successfully run and fulfilled. Therefore, speaking from Lake Garden, the designated angle, I deeply appreciated
the following remark and I'd be delighted to make it complementary closure of this small plece ofpr mble. This
remark is—you may hardly enjoy West Lake garden if not come to Guo's Vllla. A b e g
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"The terrace pavilion is built with water around, its elegance something of Wangshi in

Wumen, and its ancient taste toping among gardens under the sun. In this small plot, essences

of the gardening art come together, all in a distinctive order, all arresting man's rumination".

Those vermilion walls and dark green tiles over crouching Dragon Bridge, as well as the
carved stone doors concealing in the aged woods and shadows, are as if always flowing with
vicissitudes of thousand of years. What remains unchanged, is the artistic lingering tastes in
the south of Yangtze River, where boasts high mountains and clears waters. No one would
know: would the Fenyang shire king in the great Tang Dynasty, who was tired of wars battles,
leave the vermilions walls and green tiles for the moment and come here delightedly to sing

poems and take a stroll?




—7'3}175\7% Guo's Villa in spring
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Hall of Plum Blossom &
Snow Sharing Spring
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Hall of Plum Blossom & Snow Sharing Spring is located on the very axis of front chamber
of Quiet Residence Chamber and backyard architecture complex in the south of Guo's Villa.
Being spacious, magnificent and elegantly furnished, it is where the owner met distinguished
guests. In the very middle of the front chamber, "Plum Blossom & Snow Sharing Spring"
plaque is hung high above, the conception is in that, in the plum woods in the east garden of
the hall, the spring could be shared with the lake and mountain when the plums blossom. The
calligraphy in the plaque was written by venerable Mr. Su Juxian, the Chinese "last imperial
scholar".

Behind the Hall of Plum Blossom & Snow Sharing Spring (south), there is a Zhejiang
residential four—sided courtyard with flanking wing rooms. In the south it is Xishan Shuangqi
Hall. In the middle of the courtyard, there is a square stone—brick pond, in which a couple of
pots of golden lotus are planted, being full of tenderness, elegance and pervasive sentiments.
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